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5 Millions of Americans, along with others around the world, will celebrate the birth of the Rev.Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (born Jan. 15th) on Monday, Jan. 18. Scores of citizens will participate in events that will 
include marches, forums, debates and musical tributes all paying homage to the leader of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Here in the District, many will take part in the 10th Annual MLK Walk & Parade, a signature 
Washington Informer-sponsored celebration. In addition, The Washington Informer will include a supplement in 
next week’s edition, highlighting events from the week that honored Dr. King. / Courtesy photo 

By William J. Ford
WI Staff Writer
@jabariwill

Dennean Baker wiped tears from her face 
Tuesday, Jan. 12 as she recalled the tragedy she 
and hundreds of others encountered one year ago 
after smoke filled a Metro train at the L’Enfant 
Plaza Metro station in Southwest.

Baker and 86 others who claim they suffered 
physical and mental anguish plan to sue Metro 

Obama Calls for a United Nation

GRAY Page 9

Final State of the Union Address Comes at Time of Fear, Divisions

METRO SUITS Page 11

Celebrating 51 Years of Service / Serving More Than 50,000 African American Readers Throughout The Metropolitan Area 

By D. Kevin McNeir 
WI Editor 

President Barack Obama 
delivered his final State of the 
Union address on Tuesday, Jan. 
12, speaking to Americans who 
have increased fears of terrorism 
and feelings of anger due to a 
Congress that has been more 
dysfunctional than effective 
during his two terms in office. 

In addition, the president 
attempted to remain focused, 
communicating a message of 
hope and unity despite being 
in the throes of an election sea-
son that has been rift of vitriolic 
statements from Republican 

Poll: Council Seat Gray’s for the Taking

White American Hatred of Muslims is Nothing New - PAGE 27

5 President Barack Obama addresses the nation as Vice President Joe Biden and 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan listen.   / Photo courtesy of Khalid Naji-Allah

candidates who hope to regain 
control of the presidency.  

The White House, prior to his 
comments, indicated that Obama 
would give a “non-traditional” 
speech that would go above the 
“day-to-day noise of Washington,” 
honoring our long-time ability to 
live, work and play as “one Ameri-
can family.” 

Unfortunately, despite his cam-
paign slogan that emphasized our 
ability to work together even in the 
face of differences, the president 
has been confounded on every 
front by a Republican-controlled 
House and Senate. 

Still, he refused to allow any 
personal disappointments impact 

his message, taking full advantage 
of one of his last and best opportu-
nities to address the nation and to 
provide a framework for Novem-
ber’s presidential election. 

The president spoke to several 
issues including guns, immigration 
reform and refugees from the Mid-
dle East. And even with the U.S. 
coming off of one of its best years 
for job creation since the 1990s, 
Americans remain deeply con-
cerned about personal finances, 
not to mention national security. 

“The majority of people in this 
country are a lot more sensible 
than what you see in Washington,” 

Metro Faces Lawsuits One Year after Smoke Incident
for its lack of compassion and negligence and 
will seek financial compensation from their in-
juries on that fateful day Jan. 12, 2015.

Baker sat alongside former passenger Jona-
than Rogers and their two attorneys during a 
press conference at the National Press Club in 
Northwest to formally announce the filing of 
lawsuits against Metro on the one-year anni-
versary of that incident. Carol Glover, 61, of 
Alexandria, Virginia, was the only person who 

By Stacy M. Brown
WI Senior Writer

If Vincent Gray wants a second go around 
in District politics, voters are poised to grant 
the former mayor’s wishes.

A new poll just released by the North Car-
olina polling firm Public Policy Polling, re-
vealed that among African-American voters 
Gray has the highest favorable rating of all 
elected officials.

Currently, Gray’s favorable rating 
among Blacks is 57 percent, while Mu-
riel Bowser, who beat Gray in the 2014 
mayoral race, holds a 53 percent favorable 
rating and At-Large Councilman Vincent 
Orange stands at 44 percent.

That’s a key figure since Gray is con-
templating a run for either Orange’s seat 
or that of Yvette Alexander in Ward 7.

Bowser Partners to End  
Human Trafficking    Page 10

A Day Fit 
for a King
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Safeway Makes Food Donation to Capital Area Food Bank 
 

Is Everywhere!
By Dr. Charles Vincent & “Mickey” Thompson Vincent

Craig Muckle 
Safeway Mgr. of Public Affairs & Govt. Relations 

for the Eastern Div. Office Safeway, Inc.

Nancy Roman
CAFB President

Shamia Holloway (Communications 
& Event Mgr.) & Christel Allen Hair 
(Sr. Dir. of Strategic Partnerships & 

Comm. Engagement)

Capital Area Food Bank Representatives  & Workers with 
Safeway Eastern Area Division Representatives

Jack Jacobs, Craig Muckle, Stacy Brown, Nancy Roman & Steve Burnham 

 
Safeway’s Eastern Division, represented by Craig Muckle (Safeway Mgr. of Public Af-
fairs & Govt. Relations) & Steve Burnham (Division President), delivered five truckloads 
of food to the Capital Area Food Bank in Washington, DC. Nancy Roman (President 
and CEO) was on hand to receive their donation. This holiday season, Safeway donated 
nearly $950,000 of food. In early December, Safeway also donated 510 cases of turkeys, 
1,957 cases of produce and 1,157 cases of assorted meats and other products.  Meeting 
its commitment to good food and wellness, The Capital Area Food Bank provides meals 
to 12% of the Washington metro area population. Also representing Safeway were:  Stacy 
Brown (VP Gov. Aff & Legal Counsel), Tom Lofland (VP Mkt & Merchandising). 
For further information contact: Craig.muckle@safeway.com
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We have to stop being 
passive-aggressive with poor

children about domestic 
violence. I plan to take these

policies to Congress and
implore them to change our

laws. I will not stop until
these policies are passed.

L.Y. Marlow

Women Break the Cycle of
Domestic Violence
By Tia Carol Jones
WI Staff Writer

When L.Y. Marlow's 23-year-
old daughter told her the father
of her daughter threatened her
life, and the life of their child,
she knew something had to be
done. Out of her frustration
with law enforcement's handling
of the situation, she decided to
start the Saving Promise cam-
paign.

“It seems to be a vicious cycle
that won't turn my family
loose,” Marlow said. Marlow
shared her story with the audi-
ence at the District Heights
Domestic Violence Symposium
on May 7 at the District Heights
Municipal Center. The sympo-
sium was sponsored by the
Family and Youth Services
Center of the city of District
Heights and the National Hook-
Up of Black Women.

Marlow has written a book,
“Color Me Butterfly,” which is a
story about four generations of
domestic violence. The book is
inspired by her own experiences,
and those of her grandmother,
her mother and her daughter.
She said every time she reads
excerpts from her book, she still
can not believe the words came
from her. “Color Me Butterfly”
won the 2007 National “Best
Books” Award.

“I was just 16-years-old when
my eye first blackened and my
lips bled,” Marlow said.

Elaine Davis-Nickens, presi-
dent of the National Hook-Up
of Black Women, said there is no
consistency in the way domestic
violence issues are dealt with by

law enforcement. She said they
had come together to bring a
sense of uniformity in the way
domestic violence victims and
survivors are treated. 

“She's using her own personal
story, her own personal pain to
push forward,” Davis-Nickens
said about Marlow.

Davis-Nickens said anyone
who reads Marlow's book will
“get it.” She said she “puts the
case in such a way, the average
person can get it.” She said at the
end of the day, the book will
help people begin to have a dia-
logue about domestic violence.

Also present at the event was
Mildred Muhammad, the ex-
wife of John Allen Muhammad,
who was sentenced to six consec-
utive life terms without parole
by a Maryland jury for his role in
the Beltway Sniper attacks in
2002. Mildred Muhammad is
the founder of After the Trauma,
an organization that helps the
survivors of domestic violence
and their children.

“I lived in fear for six years. Six
years in fear is a long time. It is
not an easy thing to come out
of,” she said.

Mildred Muhammad said
people who want to help a
domestic violence victim must
be careful of how they go into
the victim's life, and understand
that she may be in “survival
mode”. 

“Before you get to 'I'm going
to kill you,' it started as a verbal

threat,” she said.
Among the programs Marlow

wants to see implemented are
stricter restraining order policies,
more rights for victim's families
to intervene on behalf of a vic-
tim, a domestic violence assess-
ment unit coupled with further
training for law enforcement
agencies, a Child's Life Protec-
tion Act and mandatory counsel-
ing for batterers.

“If we are ever going to eradi-
cate domestic violence, we must
look at both sides of the coin.
We need to address both the vic-
tim and the batterer,” Marlow
said.

Marlow would also like to see
programs designed to raise
awareness among children in
public and private schools. She
feels children need to be educat-
ed about domestic violence.

“We have to stop being pas-
sive-aggressive with poor chil-
dren about domestic violence,”
Marlow said.

Marlow has worked to break
the cycle of abuse in her family,
and is confident the policies she
is pushing for will start that
process.

“I plan to take these policies to
Congress and implore them to
change our laws,” Marlow said.
“I will not stop until these poli-
cies are passed.”

Tia Carol Jones can be reached
at tiacaroljones@sbcglobal.net
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Redline Sports Bar Faces Discrimination Lawsuit
Proceedings have been postponed by Judge Reggie Walton in a D.C. feder-

al courtroom in a civil rights case based on allegations from one former Red-
line Sports Bar employee, Briggitta Hardin, who claims that the Chinatown 
venue “implemented discriminatory policies” that denied employment and 
even patronage to Blacks. 

Hardin’s complaint, first filed in November 2011, says she was hired and 
subsequently fired after meeting the restaurant’s owner, Mick Dadlani, on the 
basis of her skin color. 

In their answer to Hardin’s complaint, filed in February 2012, Dadlani and 
Redline deny the allegations. 

In an email to The Washingtonian, who first brought the story to light, the attorney for Redline said, “As the 
litigation is pending, we cannot respond to any of the specific factual allegations,” said Sundeep Hora. “Mr. Dadlani 
and Redline are pleased that they will finally be able to respond to the allegations in the Complaint and put this 
lawsuit behind them.” 

Tom Joyner to Move to AM Station
Radio legend and the first Black nationally syndicated host, Tom Joyner, 65, 

will be moving from 102.3 FM to WOL, 1450 on the AM dial. 
Radio One, owner of both stations, will bring syndicated host Russ Parr, 56, 

into Joyner’s time slot in the District and Baltimore, beginning on Tuesday, Jan. 
19. 

In earlier reports, some believed that Joyner was being forced into early re-
tirement in order to make room for younger talent. But as we all know, Joyner, 
whose long-running “Tom Joyner Morning Show,” has an extensive fan base, is 
far from being ready to begin sitting on beaches and sipping on colas. 

In addition, Joyner remains under contract with Reach Media until the end 
of 2017. 

A spokesperson for Reach Media said, “There have always been refinements and updates to the show, as 
well as market changes due to local conditions, and there may be some in the future; but Tom Joyner and the 
Tom Joyner Morning Show continues to be strong and is a daily party with a purpose. Reach is committed 
to Tom Joyner for the long term who remains committed to radio, his audience and the future.” 

No matter where Joyner goes, one thing is certain – those who have grown up listening to “The Fly Jock” 
will continue to support and enjoy his unique style, along with his co-hosts that include Sybil Wilkes and 
J. Anthony Brown.

Alfred Street Baptist Donates $1M to Black Museum
Historic Black Alfred Street Baptist Church in Alexandria, Virginia, recently 

announced plans to donate $1 million to the Smithsonian’s National Muse-
um of African-American History and Culture. They were joined by Lonnie G. 
Bunch III, founding director of the Smithsonian National Museum of Afri-
can-American History and Culture along with the Rev. Howard-John Wesley, 
pastor of Alfred Street Baptist Church, Patricia Johnson, chair of the ASBC 
Deacon Board and James McNeil, chair of the ASBC Board of Trustees during 
a ceremony during which the check was presented. 

Alfred Street Baptist Church traces its history back to the early 1800s. 
Their pastor spoke admirably about his church. 
“ASBC has always been a leader in community outreach and missions within the faith-based community,” 

Wesley said. 
He noted that this is the first time a faith-based organization had donated $1 million to the Smithsonian.

Washington Auto Show, Red Cross to Host Military Tribute Day
In honor of the dedicated service of U.S. troops, The Wash-

ington Auto Show® will host Military Tribute Day, presented 
by Audi of America, on  Tuesday, January 26. Produced by 
the Washington Area New Automobile Dealers Association 
(WANADA), the Auto Show will offer free admission to all 
active-duty military and veterans who present a valid military 
ID or DD214 and photo ID. 

   In addition to free admission, Military Tribute Day will feature education and outreach of military special 
services by the American Red Cross in the National Capital Region. The Red Cross’ Service to the Armed Forces 
(SAF) program dates back to the establishment of the American Red Cross by Clara Barton in May 1881. Today’s 
American Red Cross workers proudly carry on this tradition through the SAF program, which serves as a critical 
line of communication between the U.S. Armed Forces and their families. 

  The 2016 Washington Auto Show is open to the public from January 22-January 31 at the Walter E. Washing-
ton Convention Center.
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Mayor Bowser Holds Herself Accountable

By Sarafina Wright
WI Staff Writer
@dreamersexpress

Inspired by former New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
Accountability Report, D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser released a 
similar summary to show what 
her administration has acted on 
from her campaign promises 
more than a year ago.

Bowser along with a Transition 
Committee, Cabinet members 
and other stakeholders noted 
which goals are done, launched, 
to launch, not done or have been 
reconsidered on Monday, Jan. 11 
at the Kellogg Conference Center 
in Northeast. 

“When I was elected, I pledged 
to put District residents first and 
to help our great city reach its 
full potential,” Bowser said. “I 
am proud of our first year in of-
fice. We laid the groundwork and 
positioned the District for future 
growth and prosperity.”

In the year since being in-
augurated, nine of the mayor’s 
131 campaign promises have 
been completed, 94 have been 
launched and are currently being 
implemented and 18 are in the 
planning phases. 

“Fourteen months ago we 
promised a fresh start and pledged 
to create a pathway to the middle 
class,” Bowser said. 

She asserts that she set the stage 
for a successful first year with a bud-
get engagement that gave residents 
input on how funds would be spent 
through citywide town halls.

“Last year we closed a 192 mil-
lion budget gap,” Bowser said. 
“One hundred million went to 
affordable housing and $145 mil-
lion was used as our down pay-
ment to end homelessness.”

The mayor touts that examples 
of promises that have been com-
pleted include: recruiting a high-
ly-experienced Fire & Emergency 
Medical Services Chief Gregory 
Dean; launching the Office of 
Public-Private Partnerships; and 
creating the Office of the Deputy 
Mayor for Greater Economic Op-
portunity.

“One of the things that we have 
said from the beginning is that we 
will invest in all eight Wards,” Bows-
er said. “We have made the single 
biggest investment in Ward 8, dare I 
say in the history of our city.”

Other campaign promises on 
which she has made good include 
Kids Ride Free on Rail that allows 
District youth, five to 21, who at-
tend public school to get to and 
from school and to school-related 
events for free.

The mayor said this program 
stands as another example of her 
mission for pathways to the mid-
dle class, as well as giving those 
families striving to the middle 
class a break.

“Many Washingtonians love 
the progress D.C. is making, but 
they’re anxious as to where they fit 
in,” Bowser said.

Bowser also declared an over-
haul on the city’s Crime Lab, 
success of Alleypalooza and the 
District’s delegation to China last 
year as high points of her account-
ability report.

Another proud accomplish-
ment for the mayor included ex-
tending the ages of participants in 
the Summer Youth Employment 
Program [SYEP] to 22 - 24.

“The expansion of SYEP from 
22 through 24 has made a signifi-
cant difference especially for those 
who are vulnerable,” said Court-
ney Snowden, Deputy Mayor for 
Greater Economic Opportunity. 
“This office the mayor created is to 
help expand prosperity in neighbor-
hoods that have been overlooked.”

Snowden contends that pro-
grams such as The L.E.A.P. Acade-
my and Launch D.C. have helped 
indigent District residents forge a 
new path.

“We’ve seen more than 100 
people go through the L.E.A.P. 
program, and secure jobs for 
themselves,” she said. “This is also 
a part of our crime prevention 
program. You don’t have time to 
go commit crime if you have a 
job.”

Even with an overwhelming-
ly positive accountability report, 
Bowser insists she remains focused 
on creating jobs for residents.

“We will continue to build a 
better, stronger government that 
is responsive to the needs of our 
hardworking and passionate resi-
dents,” Bowser said. “Our prom-
ise is that every District resident 
– across all eight wards, and in 
every corner of this city – deserve 
a highly-effective and innovative 
government.”  WI

G E T  YO U R  T I C K E T S  N OW
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5D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser shares her first annual Accountability Report with the audience during a press conference 
on Monday, Jan. 11 at the Kellogg Center at Galludet University in Northeast. / Photo by Patricia Little
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Nine-of-131 
Campaign 
Promises  
Accomplished
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JAN. 7
1873 – P B S Pinchback was elected to Senate.
1878 – The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that race sepa-
ration on trains unconstitutional.
1895 – Blacks organized the National Steamboat Compa-
ny in Washington, D.C. The company sailed a steamboat, 
the “George Leary,” between DC and Norfolk, Virginia.
1907 – An earthquake hit the island of Kingston, Ja-
maica with a magnitude of 6.5 damaging every build-
ing and taking over 1,000 lives.
1930 – Ernest Just becomes vice president of the American 
Association of Zoologists. Just was perhaps the most noted 
Black zoologist in American history. Born in Charleston, 
South Carolina, he was a brilliant student who graduated 
from Dartmouth magna cum laude. He taught at How-
ard University in Washington, D.C. for years and helped a 
group of students organize the Black Greek letter fraternity 
– Omega Psi Phi. Just died in 1941 of pancreatic cancer.

JAN. 15
1908 – Alpha Kappa Alpha Inc., the first Greek-let-
tered African-American sorority was founded on 
Howard University’s campus in Washington, D.C.
1929 – Martin Luther King Jr., was born on this day 
in 1929.  He first rose to national prominence as the 
country’s premier civil rights leader when he success-
fully led the Montgomery bus boycott. 

1961 – One of the original super 
groups – The Supremes – signs with 
Black record company Motown on 
this day in 1961. The name was later 
changed to Diana Ross and the Su-
premes and the R&B singers rocked 
to international fame.

1998 – James Farmer receives the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the highest award a citizen can receive.

JAN. 16
1901 – Hiram R. Revels, the first African American 
elected to the United States Senate, dies on this day 
in Aberdeen, Mississippi. Revels, a politician, minister 
and educator was of Black and Cherokee decent.
1941 – The first Army Corps Squadron of Black com-
bat pilots, Tuskegee Airmen, was formed.
1950 – Dancer-producer Debbie Allen is born on this 
day in Houston, Texas.
1974 – Boxing champion Muhammad Ali  named 
the Associated Press Athelete of the Year.

JAN. 17
1927 – Multi-lingual singer, dancer, and 
actress Eartha Kitt is born in a small 
plantation town called North, 
South Carolina.  Kitt died De-
cember 2008 at the age of 81.
1942 – Muhammad Ali  born 
this day.

JAN. 18
1856 – Daniel Hale Williams is 
born in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. 
He becomes a pioneering surgeon 
and is generally credited with per-
forming the first open heart surgery. 
1973 – Political analyst, civil rights 
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Black Facts

Buying Vinyl Records from 1950 to 1986, Jazz, Rock-n-Roll, 
R&B, Disco, Soul, Reggae, Blues, Gospel, and record format       

33 1/3, 45s, and some of the older 78s. 
Prefer larger collections of at least 100.

CALL JOHN @ 301-596-6201

BUYING RECORDS

activist Ben Jealous is born.
1989 – The Temptations, Otis Redding, Stevie Won-
der, and Bessie Smith were inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame.
1990 – D.C. Mayor Marion Barry was arrested for 
drug possession in an FBI sting.
2006 – Theodore McMillian passed away. He was the 
1st African American to serve on the Missouri Court of 
Appeals, and the 1st African American to serve on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit.

JAN. 19
1918 – The founder of Ebony and Jet 
magazines, John H. Johnson, is born 

on this day in rural Arkansas City, 
Arkansas. Shortly after the death of 
his father, Johnson’s mother moved 
the family to Chicago where John-
son attended high school during the 
day and read self-help books at night 

laying the intellectual and motivational founda-
tions for the eventual building of his publishing empire. 
Interestingly, among Johnson’s classmates at Chicago’s 
DuSable High School were Nate King Cole, Redd Foxx 
and future businessman William Abernathy. Johnson 
died in 2008. His wife Eunice Johnson died a year later.
1961 – The Professional Golfers Association Tour lifted 
its Whites-only clause.

JAN. 20
1900 – Black North Carolina Congressman George 
H. White introduced legislation to make lynching any 
American a federal crime. But opponents allowed the bill 
to die in committee and thus it never came up for a vote. 
It is estimated that 105 Blacks were lynched that year.
1947 – Josh Gibson, perhaps the most famous and 
outstanding athlete to play in the old Negro Baseball, 
League dies on this day in 1947. 
1986 – The first national holiday in honor of civil rights 
legend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is celebrated.

2001 – Colin Luther Powell is sworn in by 
President George W. Bush to become 

the first Black Secretary of State.
2009 – Barack Obama sworn in 
as the 44th President of the United 
States in an inaugural ceremony at 
the U.S. Capitol.  WI

Muhammad Ali
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A GROUP OF ARMED MILITIA MEMBERS HAVE OCCUPIED 
FEDERAL PROPERTY IN OREGON TO PROTEST WHAT 
THEY PERCEIVE AS LAND OVERREACH BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT. THE MEDIA’S AND LAW ENFORCEMENT’S 
REACTION HAVE MADE SOME QUESTION WHETHER OR 
NOT THERE IS A DOUBLE STANDARD IN THE AUTHORITIES’ 
HANDLING OF THE STANDOFF. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS?

RODNEY SARAUW
WASHINGTON, D.C.

  I think that there definitely is a 
double standard in how the Bundy 
militia is portrayed, opposed to how 
protestors of different ethnicities 
would have been portrayed. I think 
the media would have handled it a 
different way and I think the police 
would have handled it a different 
way. I think it’s unfair and it shows 
just how much of a double standard 
exists. 

TRACI SARAUW
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I think had this been people from 
a different background – such as 
people of color – they would have 
been treated differently by the Jus-
tice Department and the local law 
enforcement agencies in Oregon. I 
think the authorities’ actions would 
be much harsher and they would 
have happened a lot sooner. I think 
the standoff would have ended by 
now and it would have resulted in 
the loss of lives. 

JASON SNIPES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

In general, I think the media’s 
coverage of the Oregon standoff has 
been very biased. And it’s crazy to 
see how the media doesn’t call the 
militia members terrorists or hooli-
gans or thugs. Meanwhile, if black 
folks in Ferguson, Missouri, would 
have shown up with semi-automatic 
weapons, they would have been dead. 
It’s unfair. Law enforcement is actually 
reacting the way it should, by deesca-
lating the situation and making sure 
that no one loses their life. I just wish 
we were afforded the same protec-
tions. It’s a complete double standard 
and I don’t think the media is giving it 
enough attention.

RUSSELL JONES
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

In Ferguson and Baltimore the 
police brought out the riot gear, yet 
the police officers in Oregon are 
shaking hands after meetings with 
the people in the militia. It doesn’t 
make any sense. The media has cov-
ered it differently, as well. The folks 
in Oregon are referred to as mem-
bers of a militia, while the protestors 
in Baltimore were called rioters and 
people with malicious intent. There 
is a double standard. 
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RASHAD BAILEY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I think there’s been a bias in the 
way the standoff has been covered. 
The people in Oregon’s actions are 
being categorized as a civil liberties is-
sue, rather than being categorized as 
violent acts. I can’t imagine a group 
of Mexican farmers or Black Lives 
Matter protestors holding a town 
hostage with no intervention from 
state law enforcement. I think this 
is another example for us to reexam-
ine how we look at different people 
and different situations, and learn to 
judge them fairly based on what is 
happening. 
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DC Council Hears Proposal 
to Raise Traffic Fines

By William J. Ford
WI Staff Writer
@jabariwill

	
District residents, commu-

nity and business leaders con-
verged on City Hall where 
most voiced their dismay 
over a proposal some called 
“draconian” and “fiendish” 
that would increase a fine for 
excessive speeding to $1,000.

The council’s transporta-
tion and environment com-
mittee held a nearly three-
hour hearing at the  John A. 
Wilson Building in North-
west to discuss the city’s plan 
on traffic fines  and safety 
measures, with the hot-but-
ton topic being  a fine in-
crease from $300 to $1,000 
for motorists who exceed 
posted speed limits by at least 
25 mph.

“I am cognizant of the en-
vironment, but when you 
look at the total picture it 
hurts minorities,” Northeast 
resident  Evanna  Powell said 
Friday, Jan 8 after giving her 
testimony. “People can lose 
their [driver’s] license, their 
job and their health with 
these high fines.”

Powell was among more 
than a dozen people who 
spoke at the hearing in re-
gards to the Department of 
Transportation’s plan to im-
prove safety with eight new 
penalties and 12 increased 
fines for existing infractions 
that include:

•	 $50 to $500 for a driver 
striking a person on a bicy-
cle;

•	 $250 to $500 for 
overtaking another vehicle 
stopped at a crosswalk, or in-
tersection for a pedestrian; 

•	 $50 to $200 for not 
coming to a complete stop 
when turning right on red.

The added fines would 
charge motorists $100 for 
speeding in locations such 
as school zones, near play-
grounds and senior centers. A 
$500 fine would be charged 
for these offenses: not yield-
ing to a transit bus; not slow-
ing down when an emergen-
cy vehicle is responding to an 
incident; and failure to pro-
ceed with caution when ap-
proaching near a crash scene.

The plan is in conjunction 
with Mayor Muriel Bowser’s 
Vision Zero initiative that 
aims to eliminate all fatali-
ties and injuries on District’s 
streets by 2024. The docu-
ment can be viewed at www.
dcvisionzero.com.

After the hearing, Leif 
Dormsjo, director of the 
transportation department, 
said the mayor didn’t support 
the $1,000 fine but officials 
will continue to review the 
plan to ensure safety and tar-
get “super speeders.”

“I think in all probability 
we’re going to make a change 
there, [but] I don’t know the 
magnitude of that change,” 
he said. “The status quo in 
regards to excessive speed-
ing is unacceptable and any 
movement we can make to 
discourage that type of [be-

5Ward 3 Council Member Mary Cheh chairs the Council Roundtable of the 
Committee on Transportation Friday, Jan. 8. / Photo by Nancy Shia
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Bowser’s Traffic 
Plan Pushed for 
Zero Fatalities
By William J. Ford
WI Staff Writer
@jabariwill

 The top three traffic concerns in the 
District are speeding, distracted drivers 
and people ignoring traffic signals, ac-
cording to a survey from Mayor Mu-
riel Bowser’s Vision Zero initiative. The 
102-page plan equipped with charts, 
safety strategies and other colorful im-
ages pushes for one message: no fatal-
ities and serious injuries on city streets 
by 2024.

“When we talk about eliminating 
fatalities and serious injuries to walkers, 
bikers and drivers we mean business,” 
Bowser said on her Twitter account Fri-
day, Jan. 8.

Some statistics highlight from 2010 
to 2014, about 131 people died in a 
vehicle, on a bike and walking. During 
that same timeframe, 73 of those deaths 
occurred on streets where the speed 
limit was 25 mph.

About $500,000 is being used from 
the current fiscal year budget to insti-
tute education programs, safety mea-
sures and enforcement. The five city 
agencies that will help complete this 
process for a year are the Department 
of Public Works, school system, Office 
of Disability Rights, Department of 
Transportation and the deputy mayor’s 
office for health and human services.

Department of Transportation Di-
rector Leif Dormsjo explained how the 
city had 26 deaths, 12 of those pedes-
trians, two years ago. The city had the 
same number of fatalities last year, with 
14 being pedestrians.

“Vision Zero is simple: the zero 
means zero deaths and that is the only 
goal that motivates the policies and 
strategies in our plan.”

The most talked about portion of the 
plan dealt with proposed new fines and 
an increase on current penalties, spe-
cifically one from $300 to $1,000 for 
drivers who exceed 25 mph above the 
posted speed limit.

Dormsjo said the mayor doesn’t sup-
port that fine. However, it’s listed in the 
Vision Zero section “Enforcement Act 
of 2015.”

Aaron Goggans of Southeast doesn’t 
trust the mayor’s plan.

“While we all want our roads to be 
safer, Bowser has consistently shown that 
her vision for public safety and human 
services is to criminalize and increase 
penalties,” said Goggans, a member of 
the Black Lives Matter movement in the 
D.C. area. “Part of the fallacy of the may-
or’s proposal is assuming the reason that 
people [won’t hit bikers if the penalty is 
higher.] I hope the government could 
have enough trust in people that there 
[are] other reasons why people wouldn’t 
want to hit bikers.”  WI
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said he was treated fair.
While the poll shows a bit of a 

racial divide on the issues, it took 
place as Gray contemplates a run 
for council either in Ward 7 or 
At-Large.

Breaking down the responses 
by gender, 41 percent of wom-
en citywide agree that the media 
treated Gray fairly while 35 per-
cent said the media treated him 
unfairly and 24 percent said they 
weren’t sure. 

Meanwhile, 51 percent of men 
throughout the District said Gray 
was treated fairly, 35 percent said 
he was not and 14 percent said 
they were unsure.

Also, 44 percent of men in the 
poll said investigators treated the 
former mayor fair while 41 per-
cent said they did not and 15 
percent weren’t sure.

Thirty-six percent of women 
said investigators treated Gray 
fairly while 37 percent of wom-
en said he was treated unfairly 
by investigators and another 27 
percent weren’t sure.

A whopping 91 percent of 
those surveyed overall said they 
are likely to vote in the June 14 
D.C. City Council elections.

As of Dec. 31, 2015, there 
were 435,903 registered vot-
ers in the District, including 
330,861 Democrats, according 
to the D.C. Board of Elections. 
About 51 percent of Blacks are 
registered voters in the District, 
an overwhelming majority being 
Democrat.

During the height of his 
re-election campaign and while 
leading Bowser in most polls, 
Gray was accused of being com-
plicit in a $630,000 shadow cam-
paign scheme run by D.C. busi-
nessman Jeffrey Thompson, who 
cut a deal with then-U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Columbia 
Ronald Machen.

“I had to change the beginning 
of my State of the District Ad-

GRAY from Page 1

The poll surveyed 1,569 likely 
Democratic voters.

It revealed voters favor Gray in 
an At-Large bid by 32 percent to 
20 percent over Orange. In a po-
tential Ward 7 race, Gray’s sup-
port is larger as his margin over 
Alexander would be 48 percent 
to 32 percent.

Interestingly, while voters put 
Bowser’s job approval rating at 
just 45 percent, the incumbent 
mayor’s favorable rating among 
all voters stood at 57 percent 
while Gray garnered just 42 per-
cent and Orange 28 percent.

However, in Ward 7, Gray’s fa-
vorable rating is a whopping 64 
percent while Alexander’s is 47 
percent.

Gray, who was exonerated last 
month after a lengthy investiga-
tion into alleged campaign fi-
nance impropriety that cost him 
re-election to the mayor’s seat in 
2014, was treated unfairly by the 
media and prosecutors, accord-
ing to Black voters surveyed.

The poll also included the fol-
lowing questions and responses:

“Do you agree or disagree with 
the following statement: As may-
or, Vincent Gray was treated fair-
ly by the media.”

Approximately 49 percent of 
Black voters said the media treat-
ed Gray unfairly; 29 percent said 
he was treated fairly.

Meanwhile, 21 percent of 
white voters said the media treat-
ed Gray unfairly; 63 percent said 
he was treated fairly.

Pollsters than posed the ques-
tion: “Do you agree or disagree 
with the following statement: As 
mayor, Vince Gray was treated 
fairly by Federal investigators?”

A total of 45 percent of Black 
voters said the media treated 
Gray unfairly while 31 percent 
said he was treated fair.

By contrast, 34 percent of 
white voters said the media treat-
ed Gray unfairly and 49 percent 
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dress to talk about this because 
on the same day as the address 
was Machen’s press conference,” 
Gray said in a December inter-
view with The Informer. 

“I was outraged and this was 
shameful on the part of Machen. 
Prosecutors have a code of ethics 
which include not interfering 
with an election. I don’t know 
how you can’t interfere more 
than what he did,” Gray said.

It wasn’t until December 
2015 that the new U.S. Attor-
ney, Channing Phillips, finally 
announced that Gray had been 
exonerated.

Now, with a public poll show-
ing such favorable results, it ap-
pears Gray is ready to launch a 
comeback and he’s already touted 
some facts that probably haven’t 
been lost on local residents, par-
ticularly voters, including how 

he boosted the city’s financial re-
serves, how under his guidance, 
Wall Street raised the District’s 
bond rating with several projects, 
like City Center and the Marriott 
Marquis, being completed under 
his watch and how he facilitated 
meetings with MGM who will 
open a $1.3 billion casino resort 
in Prince George’s County next 
year bringing hundreds of jobs to 
the District.  WI

/ Photo courtesy of Vincent Gray Campaign
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5Courtney Dredden Carter of NE DC enjoys reading the newspaper at one of her 
favorite spots on H Street in Northeast. / Photo by Patricia Little

During 2016, this page will 
feature photographs of sup-
porters of our publication – 
people who read The Wash-
ington Informer. Watch for 
photos of your friends, col-
leagues, movers and shakers 
or even moms and pops. Or 
send us a photo of your fa-
vorite person reading The 
Informer to our editor at 
washingtoninformerpho-
tos@gmail.com 

Who’s Reading 
the Informer?

Bowser Partners to End Human Trafficking
By Sarafina Wright
WI Staff Writer

In recognition of National Hu-
man Trafficking Awareness Day, 
Monday, Jan. 11, Mayor Muriel 
Bowser announced a new part-
nership with the US Department 
of Homeland Security [DHS] 
Blue Campaign and the District 
of Columbia Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles [DMV] to introduce 
new anti-trafficking initiatives 
that will increase efforts to com-
bat human trafficking.

Chair of the Blue Campaign 
Maria Odom, delivered the mes-
sage that those who are being traf-
ficked are societies most vulnera-
ble at the newly renovated Office 
of Human Rights in Northwest.

“Human traffickers prey on the 
vulnerable people in our commu-
nities,” Odom said. “Some are 
searching for love, protection or a 
better life.”

“We must be committed to ad-
dressing those vulnerabilities that 
lead people down that path,” she 
said. 

The Blue Campaign – which 
works with law enforcement, gov-
ernment, non-governmental and 
private organizations to prevent 
human trafficking – will include 
a public awareness campaign and 
workplace posters to help the 
public identify and report sus-
pected trafficking.

Odom contended that the fight 
should be combatted at airports 
and borders and with immigra-
tion laws. 

“This partnership is special 
because trafficking is happening 
here right in our nation’s capital,” 
she said. “Not a single institution 

can fight this alone.”
Odom asserted that taking 

down traffickers remains a hard 
task because of a number of dif-
ferent factors.

“Victims rarely self-report be-
cause many of them are in fear 
and many don’t know what is 
happening to them is illegal,” she 
said. 

Bowser and Odom both agree 
that there remains no clear data 
on who or how many people are 
being trafficked in the District, but 
Bowser did have a few specifics.

“Human trafficking victimizes 
men and women of all races and 
ages,” Bowser said. “There have 
been 486 reported cases here in 
the District since 2007.”

Bowser believes that if oppor-
tunities are created individuals 
would not turn to sex work, 

which when asked if she thought 
that it can be voluntary in some 
instances, she responded, “I don’t 
think so.” 

Odom added it’s a serious issue. 
“Shockingly we don’t know 

what trafficking looks like; it’s a 
new form of slavery, but we don’t 
have the data. We are working on 
the data piece – it is our highest 
priority,” Odom said. 

The Blue Campaign public 
awareness materials, which urge 
the public to recognize and report 
human trafficking, will be placed 
throughout the Metro system by 
District government. 

The workplace posters with the 
National Human Trafficking Re-
source Center hotline number will 
be posted at relevant District agen-
cies; interested businesses will be 
encouraged to post them as well.

The materials will be made 
available to the public later this 
month.  

In addition to the partner-
ship-related initiatives, the DMV 
joined the DC Human Traffick-
ing Task Force, which works to 
increase the prosecution of traf-
fickers while identifying and serv-
ing victims.

The DMV will also partner 
with Truckers Against Traffick-
ing to distribute anti-trafficking 
materials to residents with a com-
mercial driving license, and will 
train all of its Service Center staff 
on human trafficking awareness.

“Our city is better than this, 
and we do not stand for any abuse 
of human rights,” Bowser said. 
“This new partnership builds on 
the District’s longstanding com-
mitment to combat and prevent 
this atrocious crime.”  WI

5Mayor Muriel Bowser and Maria 
Odum, Citizenship and Immigration 
Services Ombudsman for the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security sign a 
partnership to fight Human Trafficking 
during a ceremony at the DC Office on 
Human Rights Monday, January 12 in 
Northwest. / Photo by Roy Lewis
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Obama said during last week’s 
CNN-sponsored town hall meet-
ing on the gun issue. 

Symbolically, during the State of 
the Union address, Obama left one 
seat empty in the first lady’s guest 
box to emphasize the impact that 
gun violence has had on Ameri-
cans. 

He said he wanted to talk about 
more than the usual laundry list of 
hoped-for proposals – the rhetoric 
historically posed by presidents 
in their final conversation with 
the nation. And at the end of his 
speech, he chose to employ words 
of encouragement, saying “I be-
lieve in change because I believe in 
you.” 

“For my final address to this 
chamber, I don’t want to talk just 
about the next year. I want to focus 
on the next five years, ten years, 
and beyond. It’s change that can 
broaden opportunity, or widen 
inequality. And whether we like 
it or not, the pace of this change 
will only accelerate. America has 
been through big changes before 
– wars and depression, the influx 
of immigrants, workers fighting 
for a fair deal, and movements to 
expand civil rights.” 

“Each time, there have been 
those who told us to fear the fu-

UNION from Page 1
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ture; who claimed we could slam 
the brakes on change, promising 
to restore past glory if we just got 
some group or idea that was threat-
ening America under control. And 
each time, we overcame those 
fears.” 

“We did not, in the words of 
Lincoln, adhere to the ‘dogmas of 
the quiet past.’ Instead we thought 
anew, and acted anew. We made 
change work for us, always extend-
ing America’s promise outward, 
to the next frontier, to more and 
more people. And because we did 
because we saw opportunity where 
others saw only peril – we emerged 
stronger and better than before.” 

Obama said that progress, far 
from inevitable, would only come 
due to the result of choices we 
make as a country. He addressed 
four questions: First, how do we 
give everyone a fair shot at op-
portunity and security in this new 
economy? Second, how do we 
make technology work for us, and 
not against us  -- especially when it 
comes to solving urgent challenges 
like climate change? Third, how do 
we keep America safe and lead the 
world without becoming its po-
liceman? And finally, how can we 
make our politics reflect what’s best 
in us, and not what’s worst? 

He then offered his answer to 
the four questions. 

As Obama moved through his 

hour-long speech, social media 
blazed on sites such as Twitter with 
random  thoughts  on  the  presi-
dent’s last speech using the #SOTU. 
Some took jabs at Ryan, who ap-
peared to be bored with the speech. 
Republican presidential candi-
date Ben Carson tweeted how 
he will appeal #Obamacare “and 
put control  of  health care back 
to the hands of We the People.”

Others on social media focused 
on the more mundane – like fash-
ion. Dozens praised the look of 
First lady Michelle Obama’s dress 
and hairstyle. 

But one frequent critic of the 
president, Black television host and 
commentator Tavis Smiley, said 
the president has essentially failed 
Black Americans – a message he 
shares in his new book, “The Cov-
enant With Black America: Ten 
Years Later.” 

Smiley and scholar Cornel West 
have been engaged in a one-sided 
feud with the president ever since 
they were not invited to the White 
House during his first term in of-
fice. Both have delivered harsh 
words to  the president, who has 
only ignored their saber-rattling. 

However, true to form, Smiley 
has also attacked others including 
Republican presidential front-run-
ner Donald Trump who he recent-
ly called an “unrepentant, irascible 
religious and racial arsonist” for his 

comments about “undocumented 
immigrant criminals and calling 
for a ban on Muslims entering the 
U.S.

Nikki Haley, governor of South 
Carolina and a rising star in the 
Republican Party, gave the re-
sponse from her party, following 
the president’s address. 

“Like the president, we too want 
to talk about a brighter future for 
America,” she said. “His election 
broke historic barriers and inspired 
millions of Americans. And he has 

METRO SUITS from Page 1

talked about grand things – but his 
record has often fallen short of his 
grand words.”

Americans, unemployed, 
crushed by debt and facing the 
most dangerous terrorist threat 
since 9/11 are frustrated. The pres-
ident has been unwilling or unable 
to deal with that. Still, Democrats 
don’t bear the blame alone. Repub-
licans need to own that truth. The 
public’s trust has been broken – we 
must find a way to fix it,” she said.  
WI

died.
“I’m still scared when I walk up 

the escalator to get on,” said Baker 
of Northeast, who used the transpor-
tation service, Uber, to attend Tues-
day’s news conference. “My daugh-
ter picks me up when I need to get 
around and get to places. If not, I just 
have to get up a whole hour, or two 
hours earlier, to go where I need to 
on the bus.”

Rogers, who lives in the city’s 
Ward 5 neighborhood, admits the 
counseling sessions he goes through 
are difficult.

“I have never had doctor’s ap-
pointments every other week before. 
It makes it difficult at work when 
you have to add that to your sched-
ule,” he said while choking up after 
the news conference. “Where I go to 
my therapist I go right by the church 
where Carol’s funeral was held [Cap-
itol Hill Baptist in Northeast]. She 
died senselessly.” 

Officials with the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
have said an electrical malfunction 
caused the train to fill with smoke 
in the Yellow Line tunnel at L’En-
fant Plaza. Hundreds evacuated the 
station and dozens were treated for 
injuries either on-site or at local hos-

pitals.
The National Transportation Safe-

ty Board continues to investigate the 
smoke occurrence but a final report 
has not been released. 

Sherri Ly, a spokeswoman for 
the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority, said Tuesday the 
agency doesn’t comment on acting 
or pending litigation.

Metro General Manager and 
CEO Paul J. Wiedefeld released a 
letter Monday, Jan. 11 to explain 
how the agency has improved since 
last year’s incident.

Wiedefeld, who began his first 
day Nov. 30, said the agency made 
several steps to improve safety such as 
better coordination with emergency 
responders, inspecting and making 
repairs to the ventilation systems and 
providing new training for train op-
erators.

D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser re-
leased a statement Tuesday to an-
nounce all 1,600 fire and emergency 
employees received training on how 
to better communicate with Metro 
personnel in the tunnels and on rail 
cars.

“In the aftermath of the Metro 
tragedy, I instructed our first re-
sponders to evaluate how we could 
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5 First lady Michelle Obama continues to support the legacy and efforts of her 
husband, Barack Obama. / Photo courtesy of Khalid Naji-Allah



12  JAN. 14  -20, 2016

THE REPARATIONS STUDY GROUP 
What are Black reparations?

Who is eligible for Reparations?
How can contemporary Blacks gain reparations?

Why aren’t more Blacks imploring for their reparations?
How much money is currently due the descendants of slaves?

 
Join 

The Reparations Study Group
Wednesday, January 20, 2016

From 6 pm to 8 pm
At the 

Southeast Public Library 
403 7th Street, Southeast, 20003

And get answers to the aforementioned questions
The Southeast Library is located on Capitol Hill across from the  

Eastern Market subway stop.
 

This is an educational seminar on “how to get paid” and why?
RSVP To (202) 547-4125

5 A graphic shows Prince George’s County faces a possible $73 million budget 
deficit for fiscal year 2017. / Courtesy of Prince George’s County

Prince George’s County  
Council Holds Annual Retreat
By William J. Ford
WI Staff Writer
@jabariwill

ANNAPOLIS, Md. – Prince 
George’s County Council held 
its annual retreat in Maryland’s 
state capitol to prepare and re-
view this year’s legislative pri-
orities that focus on economic 
development, zoning and other 
topics.

The theme for this year’s work 
session held Jan. 5-7 at the Loews 
Annapolis Hotel: “Focus on the 
Future: Forward with Purpose.”

“We really want to take a look 
at how we move forward as a 
body,” Council Chairman Der-
rick Leon Davis (D-District 6) 
of Upper Marlboro said on the 
retreat’s first day, Jan. 5. “As a 
council, we want to look at the 
tools that are in the box and how 
we use them more masterfully 
to create more opportunities for 
Prince George’s County.”

One item discussed for more 
than an hour stemmed on a 
possible deficit in the fiscal year 
2017 budget.

The county’s $3.1 billion in 
expenditures could exceed reve-

recruits from two academy class-
es and the Department of Cor-
rections would receive 25 from 
three of its classes.

A spotlight on the county’s 
fiscal outlook showed the medi-
an home sales price increased by 
6 percent at $233,000 last year, 
compared to $219,700 in 2014. 
Also, the home prices between 
January and November last year 
was 16 percent greater versus 
the same time period three years 
ago.

“I see the numbers are shift-
ing in the right direction, but we 
are not out of the woods,” said 
Councilwoman Deni Taveras 
(D-District 2) of Adelphi.

Meanwhile, Himler said the 
current fiscal year budget could 
have a $400,000 deficit, but is 
optimistic that would be elim-
inated by the end of the fiscal 
year. This year’s spending plan 
had residents pay a 4 percent tax 
increase.

On the retreat’s second day 
Jan. 6, council received a brief 
update on the General Services 
Administration’s proposal to 
relocate the FBI headquarters 
from the J. Edgar Hoover build-

PG COUNTY

nues by $73.1 million. Some of 
the reasons for a possible short-
fall include merit increases for 
employees, public safety classes 
and additional staffing in Home-
land Security, sheriff and other 
government agencies.

Thomas Himler, deputy chief 
administrative officer for bud-
get, finance and administration, 
said possible deficits loom until 
at least 2020, even with the rev-
enues from the MGM Casino 
at National Harbor scheduled 
to open later this year. Howev-
er, figures for next year’s fiscal 
spending plan could decrease 
during budget talks because it 
wouldn’t go into effect until July 
1.

“It’s good to follow up and 
look at a lot of different things 
[to balance the budget],” Himler 
said. “We want to be transparent 
as we develop the budget.”

Some council members asked 
how it would affect bringing in 
new recruits for public safety, es-
pecially more police officers.

A budget document highlights 
50 officers would come three 
police academy classes. The Fire 
Department would bring in 30 

ing in Northwest to one of 
three locations: Greenbelt, or 
Landover, in Prince George’s, 
or Springfield, Virginia.

“The final decision [by GSA] 
on a site and a developer is cur-
rently scheduled for November 
2016,” said David Iannucci, 
economic development deputy 
in the county executive office. 
“We are actively involved and 
making good progress.”

He said the federal govern-
ment has narrowed its choice 
to four firms as potential devel-
opers to work on the FBI proj-
ect. He said officials continue 
to prepare various documents 
and seek a contractor to analyze 
both the Greenbelt and Lando-
ver tracts.

GSA wants to leverage its 
assets and swap the Hoover 
building to a private company 
for a more modern structure. 
It would include a 124,000 
square-foot utility plant, 
60,000-square-foot visitor cen-
ter, and a 9,000 square-foot 
truck inspection facility.

In order to attract new busi-
nesses and retain and expand 

current ones in Prince George’s, 
officials said various incentives 
must be offered.

For example, provide tax-in-
crement financing, or TIF, to 
help leverage major development 
projects for public improve-
ments.

Also, businesses can apply for 
money toward land and build-
ing acquisition and other uses 
through the county’s Economic 
Development Incentive Fund. If 
a business maintains a long-term 
investment in the county, then a 
loan could be forgiven and ap-
plied as a grant.

So far, more than 4,000 jobs 
have been retained and anoth-
er 3,300 jobs created thanks to 
the EDI program, according to 
county data.

Himler announced a lofty goal 
to boost economic development.

“One hundred thousand jobs 
[equal] $50 million of income 
taxes. I try to keep it simple,” 
he said. “We continue to focus 
on economic development. It’s a 
goal we want to shoot for and we 
think it’s achievable.”  

WI
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YOU’RE ALWAYS
A WINNER WHEN

YOU PLAY
RESPONSIBLY.

Playing the Maryland Lottery is fun, but please play within your limits.
For confidential help with gambling problems, please visit  

mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. You must be 18 to play. 
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Business Exchange
The African American National  
Museum Opens 2016

By William Reed

Estate Planning as an 
Economic and Community 
Development Initiative

By Aimee D. Griffin, Esq.

The Griffin Firm has chosen business and estate planning as 
its principle areas of practice because of its commitment to eco-
nomic and community development.  Our practice is located 
in the urban core and primarily serves clients who live   within 
urban centers.  We demonstrate our commitment to economic 
development by supporting entrepreneurship and small busi-

nesses.  Small businesses have been recognized as the economic engine of the nation.    They 
employ local people without access to or preference for larger corporations.  This economic 
benefit strengthens the community.  Small business ownership empowers a community with 
an economic base that fosters relationships, stability and community involvement.  The suc-
cessful small business owner is able to create an economic platform for his family as well as his 
employees.

With more than twenty years of supporting entrepreneurs, we at the Griffin Firm understand 
that economic development plans need to project beyond the life of the entrepreneur.  The suc-
cession and estate planning of a small business is critical to support families and communities 
by transferring created wealth from generation to generation.  The Good Book tells us that our 
“people perish for the lack of knowledge” as well as a “good person leaves an inheritance for his 
children’s children.”   The legacy we create in growing, nurturing and educating our children can 
be easily dismantled if we don’t plan to transfer it carefully.

In our work, we are able to rejoice with families who create the plans of succession where their 
“empires” resulting in the maintenance of their “empires” which can provide for the creators 
and lay a foundation for upcoming generations.. We also mourn with the families we support 
through the loss of property that has been accumulated through their hard work.  These trage-
dies happen when a home is lost through a reverse mortgage, Medicaid liens or unanticipated 
tax burdens.

More than anything, we love the opportunity to educate people on how to build assets 
through entrepreneurship and business development as well as strategically planning for their 
estate to enable their family to enjoy the fruits of their labor for generations to come.  

We have had people claim they were simply “not ready” to create an estate plan including a 
93-year-old mother!  Not one of us knows the exact hour when we will need our plan, but my 
promise is that there is no detriment in planning and not using the plan but there is a world of 
detriment in not planning but needing a plan.  

Many of us are inspired to build a legacy for the betterment of the people we care about.  The 
cost of not planning is great for your family and for your community.  The number of homes 
that are lost through foreclosure and the probate process is significant in our community.  This 
loss drives down the property values throughout the community.

If we employ the steps necessary to build up our individual economic conditions, our families 
and our communities will prosper.

	
Aimee D. Griffin, Esq.,
The Griffin Firm, PLLC
5335 Wisconsin Ave NW
Suite 440
Washington DC 20015
www.thegriffinfirm-PLLC.com
202-379-4738

Black slaves built the Capitol 
and White House for free. But 
the roles that Blacks in building 
business should be recognized in 
constructing the National Muse-
um of African American History 
and Culture. The Smithsonian 
Institution museum is on a 5-acre 
tract on the National Mall, ad-
jacent to the Washington Mon-
ument on Constitution Avenue 
between 14th and 15th streets in 
Northwest D.C. 

The public should be proud of 
the Blacks making the museum 
and a reality. When it opens in 
2016, the NMAAHC will fea-
ture exhibition space for African 
American history and culture, as 
well as a centerpiece venue for 
ceremonies and performances. 
It will be a place to learn about 
the richness and diversity of the 
African-American experience and 
what it means to Black lives. The 
National Museum was created 
in 2003 by an Act of Congress 
as part of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. This site is between the 
Washington Monument and the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of American History. This muse-
um will be the only national mu-
seum devoted exclusively to the 
documentation of African Amer-
ican life, art, history and culture.

Black pride is a movement en-
couraging people to take pride 
in being Black. The slogan has 
been used in the U. S. by Afri-
can-Americans  to celebrate her-
itage and personal pride. The 
Black pride movement permeated 
into the work of African Ameri-
can popular musicians. The Im-
pressions’ song “We’re a Winner” 
became a movement virtual an-
them, as did James Brown’s “Say It 
Loud – I’m Black and I’m Proud. 

The museum’s director, Lon-
nie G. Bunch III, calls it a place 
that will “manifest the dreams 
of many generations.” Bunch 
who has spent the last 30 years 
in the field, is regarded as one of 
the nation’s leading history and 
museum professionals.   Bunch 
has gotten 82,000 people join as 
contributing museum members. 
But, the concept goes back to the 
early 1980s, when Tom Mack 
(the African-American chairman 
of Tourmobile, a tourist bus 
company) founded the National 
Council of Education and Eco-
nomic Development. Mack’s in-
tention was to use the nonprofit 
group to advance his ideas about 
economic development, educa-
tion, and the arts in the Black 
community. Mack was a major 
player in the nation’s capital’s 
$6.2 billion tourism industry, as 
chair and owner of Landmark 
Services Parking and of the Hos-
pitality and Transportation Ser-
vices joint venture. 

The companies Bunch has cho-
sen to build the NMAAHC have 
strong bona fides in construction 
and their communities. Con-
struction is being done by Clark 
Construction Group, Smoot 
Construction, and H.J. Russell 
& Company. Clark was award-
ed a $290 million construction 
contract as part of a joint venture 
with Smoot Construction and 
H.J. Russell & Company, two 
of the largest minority-owned 
construction firms in the nation. 
The Clark/Smoot/Russell team is 
made up of three distinguished 
and diverse companies with un-
paralleled experience in build-
ing museum projects combined 
with the strength, stability and 
resources of nationally-recog-
nized construction management 
professionals. Clark Construc-
tion Group is headquartered in 
Bethesda, Maryland, and has 
annual revenue in excess of $4 
billion. Smoot Construction 
is one of the largest minori-
ty-owned construction firms in 
the country. The Smoot Corpo-
ration’s entities trace their roots 
back to 1946 to the commercial 
masonry contracting business es-
tablished by Sherman R. Smoot, 
in Charleston, West Virginia. 
Since its founding in 1952, H.J. 
Russell & Company became the 

fourth-largest minority-owned 
business in the nation. The ar-
chitectural and engineering 
firm of McKissack & McKis-

sack (which was the first Afri-
can-American-owned architec-
tural firm in the United States) 
was founded in 1905, by broth-
ers Calvin Lunsford and Moses 
McKissack III whose father and 
grandfather were trained build-
ers. The NMAAHC will be the 
deepest museum on the National 
Mall. Excavators dug 80 feet be-
low grade to lay the foundations. 
Mass excavation being done by 
third-generation Black construc-
tion firm is nearly complete. 

Almost 350,000 cubic yards of 
material will be excavated during 
construction – enough to fill 
32,000 dump trucks. Washing-
ton, D,C.-based Shelton Federal 
Group LLC is headed by Rose 
Shelton. Its predecessor is R S 
Shelton Landscaping Excavating 
And Hauling Inc. of Ashland, 
Virginia. WI

William Reed is publisher of 
“Who’s Who in Black Corporate 
America” and is available for proj-
ects via busxchng@his.com.
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Licensed — Professional

1999-2015 Vehicles
Running or Not
Cash Paid on the Spot
Nationwide Free Towing

1-888-524-9668

The Easiest Way
to Sell a Car

HASSLE-FREE     FAIR PRICE

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?  
Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW!

"

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

NATIONAL

Like Obama, District Police Wary of Guns

By Stacy M. Brown
WI Senior Writer

President Barack Obama’s de-
sire for stricter gun laws to keep 
weapons out of the hands of 
those who shouldn’t have them is 
an aspiration shared by many and 
a mission supported by the Met-
ropolitan Police Department.

“The president’s efforts will 
help reduce illegal gun ownership 
and trafficking throughout the 
country, including the District,” 
said MPD spokesperson Aquita 
Brown. 

“Because almost all gun crimes 
in the District are committed by 
guns illegally brought into the 
city, we need to stem the flow of 
illegal guns outside the District 
in order to combat gun crimes,” 
Brown said.

Cleary frustrated by a Con-
gress that he said has failed to 
act, Obama on Jan. 5 rolled out 
gun control measures that will 
require more gun sellers to get 
licenses and more buyers to un-
dergo background checks.

Obama said the executive ac-
tions he unveiled in the East 
Room of the White House are 
designed to reduce gun violence. 
His actions include provisions 
under four separate categories 
that involve keeping guns out of 
the wrong hands by using back-
ground checks; making commu-
nities safer from gun violence; in-
creasing mental health treatment 
and reporting to the background 
check system; and shaping the 
future of gun safety technology.

The need for those measures is 
no more evident than in the Dis-
trict, MPD officials said.

Despite an overall drop in 
crime, D.C. still had a 54 per-
cent increase in its murder rate 

5A rally calling for legislation on gun violence prevention and gun control is held outside the White House on Jan. 4. 
/ Photo Courtesy of Xinhua/Bao Dandan

last year, officials reported.
At 119 homicides for 2015, 

the murder rate surpassed that of 
each of the last four years. Breit-
bart News Service reported that 
in 2012, there were 88 murders 
in the District while the number 
increased in 2013 to 104 and in 
2014 to 105.

Assistant Police Chief Peter 
Newsham reportedly blamed the 
higher murder rate on guns.

“A greater percent of those 
arrested for homicide have pri-
or convictions for felony violent 
crimes,” Newsham said. 

“And a lot of times more than 
one gun was represented at the 
crime scene. That means either 
there were two shooters and one 
victim, or those involved were 
shooting at each other.”

The chief noted that police 
have regularly discovered more 
shell casings littering the ground 
of crime scenes, so criminals may 
be using modified magazines to 
be able to shoot up to 40 rounds 
at a time. 

After announcing his executive 
actions on gun control, Obama 
attended a Town Hall meeting 
televised live on CNN on Jan. 7. 

The president also has plans to 
address the subject in other fo-
rums, White House officials said.

Obama’s executive actions 
include expanded background 
checks that he said would make 
clear that anyone who’s in the 
business of selling guns must 
obtain a license, regardless of 
whether they sell firearms online 
or at gun shows. 

Currently, only federally li-
censed gun dealers are required 
to contact background checks on 
those who buy guns.

The president said the FBI will 
hire more than 230 examiners 

and other staff to help process 
background checks and a rule is-
sued by the ATF will clarify that 
a dealer shipping a gun is respon-
sible for notifying law enforce-
ment once it determines it was 
lost or stolen in transit.

“There is an app to help us find 
a missing tablet, if we can do it 
for the iPad, there’s no reason 
we can’t do it for a stolen gun,” 
Obama said. 

The president’s actions also in-
cluded conducting or sponsoring 
research into smart gun technol-
ogy and instruct federal agencies 
to regularly review the availabili-
ty of smart gun technology.

“If a child can’t open a bottle 
of aspirin because of safety caps, 
we should make sure they can’t 
pull the trigger on a gun,” he 
said. “We are going to advance 
research and work with private 
sector to update technology.”

Finally, the White House pro-
poses a $500 million investment 
to improve mental health care, 
as many mass shootings and gun 
violence have allegedly been car-
ried out by gun owners who are 
mentally ill.

 “Improving the information 
for national background checks 
and eliminating loop holes 
for the checks may help,” said 
Brown, the MPD spokesperson. 

“The president’s direction to 
the US Attorney Offices to focus 
on gun crimes, and the budget 
request for more agents for Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, may also 
help us in the District,” Brown 
said.  

“We appreciate our strong 
partnerships with our local ATF 
and USAO offices, and know 
they support our commitment to 
public safety in the District.”  WI
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By Inez Kelley
Kelley Media Marketing, Inc.
www.finalpitchtv.com

I ran across an article several days ago that immediately caught my attention.  The declaration proudly proclaimed 
‘2016Will Be the Year of The Underdog Entrepreneur!’  The sentiment expressed by Robin Bruce with Forbes. Inc., seems 
to mirror the long held belief of the FINAL PITCH brand. 

What we are witnessing from the stampede of startups coming out the gate racing towards the unicorn status is significant-
ly losing steam.  ‘Unicorn’ is a term given to startups who achieve a valuation of $1 billion dollars or more. Both founders 
and the venture community have ridden this wave in hopes of becoming the next Snap-Chat, Uber and alike. Failure to 
reach these lofty goals have left investors less optimistic causing a pull back on the “fail and fail fast” approach. Something 
is happening.  The once hard held belief of dumping capital into the booming hyper-Tech industry is taking a back seat.  
There is a grassroots shift moving towards the ‘grow slow’ and take more precautionary measures to insure sustainability.   

Investors are exhausted from exhausting their funds on the mega deals.  For that reason, many banks, investors and lenders 
are starting to come back around to the ‘underdog’ founder.  These are the businesses once considered ‘too small’ or not 
‘scalable enough’ to produce the quick and immediate return.  But the steady as you grow is proving to be more palatable 
on the purse, mostly due to losses not being as gianormous (giant/enormous) and a lot easier to recuperate.  

And now in 2016, tech-mania has had it time in the sun, (thou Tech will always have its place). With the sustainability of 
lifestyle businesses and it’s attracting the attention of the venture community, it appears the ‘underdog/lifestyle’ industry is 
once again looking like the bell of the ball.  

Look out for the FINAL PITCH Workshop ‘TRAJECTORY 2016!’ Coming this March

For more information vaumediagroup@gmail.com

FINAL PITCH
The Reality PITCH Competition

Maggie Anderson:  
Committed to ‘Buying Black’ 
By D. Kevin McNeir
WI Editor 

Maggie Anderson, along with 
her husband John and their two 
daughters, made history and 
gained the nation’s attention in 
2009 when they decided to live 
solely off businesses and profes-
sionals coming from the Black 
community for an entire year. 

The real-life case study, a first 
of its kind, called The Empow-
erment Experiment, resulted in 
a landmark study conducted by 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg 
School of Business and proved 
with data compiled from the An-
derson’s journey that with incre-
mental support of Black business-
es, one can breathe new life into 
the Black community and improve 
the American economy as a whole. 

Their 2009 adventures have 
also been chronicled by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Chicago Tribune 
reporter Ted Gregory, along with 
Anderson, in a co-written book en-
titled, “Our Black Year: One Fam-
ily’s Quest to Buy Black in Amer-
ica’s Racially Divided Economy.” 

Anderson, along with New York 
Life executive Eugene Mitchell, 
joined members of the US Black 
Chamber [USBC], Inc. in North-
west for the USBC’s “Centers of 
Influence” Luncheon on Tuesday, 
Jan. 12. The luncheon took place 
at Ben’s Next Door where USBC 
founder and CEO, Ron Busby, 
served as the host. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, Bus-
by, Anderson, Mitchell and others 
continued their discussion during 
the “Buying Black, Spending 
Smart” – a Community Town 
Hall, held on the campus of How-
ard University. 

Anderson said while she ap-
preciated being honored, the lun-
cheon, part of a $50 billion Em-
powerment Tour, was not about 
her but rather about continued ef-
forts to create $50 billion in wealth 
and one million jobs in the Black 
community. 

Many describe her as the Rosa 
Parks of economic empowerment. 

“I am honored by the compar-
ison to Rosa Parks but I can’t and 
would never compare my sacrifice 
to hers,” she said. “She put her life 
on the line.  That sacrifice, that 
willingness to take a stand that so 
many of our people selflessly of-
fered and endured, inspired me. I 
conceived of and conducted The 
Empowerment Experiment in her 

honor because I learned from and 
wanted to continue the movement 
she inspired,” said Anderson who 
lives in Oak Park, Illinois. 

During her year’s journey, An-
derson experienced several Black 
businesses that provided inferior 
service or products – but she said 
she remains committed to buying 
Black.  

“Supporting our community 
will necessarily involve dealing 
with inferior businesses . . . just 
like Chinese and Italians do when 
they go out of their way to support 
their own.  The difference is that 
they don’t publicly bash their own 
people.  They don’t celebrate the 
opportunity to buy culturally sig-
nificant products from companies 
that do not proactively represent or 
reinvest in their community.”  

As for supporting Black busi-
nesses and service providers, An-
derson had this to say.

“Black businesses are not going 
to get better and stronger on their 
own. The consumers must be pro-
active and public about their desire 
to support them. This pride and 
solidarity has to be evident so that 
our businesses can be competitive 
and our best entrepreneurs can 
become business owners. It is just 
like other cultural traditions and 
institutions that are failing now as 
a result of our own lack of unity.”

“So much damage has been 
done, the community is so far be-
hind, and so much of the problem 
has to do with how Black people’s 
willingness to unite and struggle 
for our collective economic ad-
vancement and how everyone per-
ceives Black businesses and poor 
Black neighborhoods. All of that 
can change with education and di-
alogue,” she said.   WI

NATIONAL

5Maggie Anderson

Lawyer, Businesswoman Honored by US Black Chamber
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 United Medical Center was designated as the safest hospital in Washington, 
D.C. by Consumer Reports.

UMC is one of the first hospitals in D.C. to provide private patient rooms.

United Medical Center has 180 physicians, physician’s assistants, and nurse 
practitioners in 35 specialties dedicated to providing exceptional care.

 United Medical Center was the first hospital in the region to offer low-dose 
mammography testing.

Our Emergency Department treats approximately 60,000 patients each year.

Did you know...?
① 

② 

④ 

⑤ 

③ 

Not-For-Profit Hospital Corporation 
1310 Southern Avenue, SE, Washington, DC  20032

202.574.6000   www.united-medicalcenter.com     

Make UMC your hospital. We offer convenient access to  
medical care where you work and live.

Dr. Gilbert Daniel, Internal Medicine and 
Maribel Torres, RN, Chief Nursing Officer

NBC Health Expo Targets New Generation
By Joya Patel
WI Contributing Writer 

The 2016 NBC4 Health and Fit-
ness Expo, the largest health event 
in the D.C. area, returned to the 
District Jan. 9-10, at the Washing-
ton Convention Center in North-
west. The two-day health expo 
engages families from across the 
Greater Washington Area, inspiring 
the region to stay active as the New 
Year rolls along. 

The health fair offered free health 
screenings, information booths, 
demonstrations, forums filled with 
advice, open health enrollment and 
engaging healthy fitness activities. 
The two hundred plus exhibitors, 
nonprofit organizations, health pro-
fessionals, and volunteers focused 
on entertaining families with a vari-
ety of fun ways to engage in healthy 

living. New events for the health 
fair included: a healthy book festival 
with health experts and authors; a 
yoga stage presented by Mind the 
Mat; and most notably the Chang-
ing Minds Pavilion with a focus on 
mental and behavioral health and 
wellness for all ages.  

The Changing Mind Pavil-
ion was an initiative launched by 
NBC4 in 2014 to bring awareness 
to mental and behavioral health, 
mental illness, and stigma associat-
ed with mental health. The forum 
served as a safe place for people to 
have an honest conversation about 
their mental health.  NBC launched 
the public awareness initiative as a 
method for people to feel empow-
ered to take a holistic approach to 
health by taking care of themselves 
mentally, physically, and spiritually.  
The focus being on ending stigma, 

educating and informing the com-
munity on mental illness, creating 
an open forum, and encouraging 
treatability. The lineup of mental 
health topics included: stress, de-
pression, bullying, child and ado-
lescent health, as well as Seasonal 
Affective Disorder. The primary or-
ganizations involved were Adventist 
HealthCare, Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Adminis-
tration, and American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention. 

Outstandingly, the health expo 
inspired lifestyle change to a new 
generation of youth by introducing 
wellness as a way of life.  Families 
from the DMV area flocked to the 
Convention Center to engage their 
children in hands-on activities, in-
troducing healthy lifestyle change 
in the community where they live, 
play and learn.  

HEALTH

Lenny and Mia Gibson, from 
Woodbridge, Virginia, have attend-
ed the expo for three years in a row.  

“I make the NBC4 Health and 
Fitness Expo a family weekend to 
keep updated on health informa-
tion, expose my children to healthy 
living, and make it a part of our 
family,” they said. 

Zakhele Thwala, a Capitol Hill 
resident and a soccer player at 
Northern Virginia Community 
College, mentors children interest-
ed in playing soccer and shared his 
passion for the game. 

“I come to the Health Expo 
to share my soccer skills, pick up 
health related information, and 
serve as a volunteer at activities be-
ing offered,” he said. 

Daryl Dudley III, a longtime 
District resident, could not help but 
gravitate towards the Washington 
Nationals’ section of the fair. His 
mother, who also lives in the Dis-
trict, watched while her son swung 
at the tee-ball station set-up.  

“After my husband was diag-
nosed with diabetes we took on a 
lifestyle change to become healthier 
as a family,” she said. “The health 
expo is a great way to learn about 
new activities in the community, 
pick up healthy eating recipes, and 

introduce a healthy lifestyle to our 
son.”  

Many of the volunteers at the 
health fair were local adolescents 
interested in getting their commu-
nity healthy. DC Health Link vol-
unteers Austin Holmes, Donovan 
Fennelly and Christine Petrin pro-
moted enrollment for the upcom-
ing year with flyers stating “Shape 
Up . . . Sign-up.”  

As a student majoring in health 
policy at GW, Christine Petrin be-
lieves in volunteering to promote 
better health in the community.  

“It is important for families in 
D.C. to find the best health plan for 
their families and sign-up for health 
insurance,” she said. “As a student 
in healthy policy, I am passionate 
about promoting health services 
delivery in the community.”  

The DC Health Link flyer in-
cluded a statement about the im-
portance of signing up for insur-
ance in 2016 in order to avoid a 
fine when filing 2016 taxes. 

One youth said she learned a lot 
from helping out at the health fair. 

“Playing games, promoting 
healthy behavior and getting young-
er kids interested is what I love,” 
said Brianna Davis, a ninth-grade 
student at Bishop McNamara.  WI

5The annual NBC4 Health and Fitness Expo held at the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center on Saturday and Sunday, January 9-10. / Photo by Nancy Shia 
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Are you available to serve on             
Tuesdays & Thursdays                     

2:30-5:00pm from January to 
May 2016 ?  Join today to impact 
& inspire the lives of preschoolers 

and even receive a  stipend for 
your service! 

Community Corps engages 
adult volunteers from the District 
of Columbia. Community Corps 
members are partnered with 
children at preschools to deliver 
innovative literacy  program !  

Contact Jamarl D. Clark, Site Manager   
202.223.7050  jamarl.clark@jstart.org 

Protecting Frozen Pipes 
Vital During Winter
By Stacy M. Brown
WI Senior Writer

Cecelia Venable has gone through 
it twice over the last three winters.

First, the single mom of two 
daughters would notice what she 
called a little bubble in her ceiling. 
The bubble would gradually grow.

“Then, splash, we’re drenched,” 
said Venable, who lives in North-
east. “Each time, the pipes have 
burst and I’ve found that the reason 
is that my house hadn’t been prop-
erly insulated. Well, that’s taken care 
of now,” she said.

When the outside temperature 
drops below 20 degrees Fahrenheit, 
water pipes in homes with little or no 
insulation are likely to freeze and break. 

A one-eighth inch crack in a pipe 
can spew out more than 250 gallons 
of water a day, destroying floors, 
soaking furniture and ruining per-
sonal items and potentially causing 
mold, according to Dave Phillips 
a spokesman for State Farm Insur-
ance, which has provided valuable 
tips for residents as old man winter 
starts to rear its cold head.

“Both plastic and copper pipes 
can freeze. But, unlike natural di-
sasters, this disaster is preventable,” 
Phillips said in an email.

“Cleaning up after a pipe burst is 
time consuming and made even more 
difficult by the frigid temperatures.”

In cold and warmer climates 
alike, pipes freeze for a combination 
of three central reasons, including 
quick drops in temperature, poor 

insulation and thermostats set too 
low. 

There are a number of preventa-
tive steps to take to keep pipes from 
freezing, including before the cold 
weather appears.

Insulating pipes in crawl spaces 
and the attic, even if living in a cli-
mate where freezing is uncommon 
should help because exposed pipes 
are most susceptible to freezing, 
State Farm officials said, noting that 
the more insulation used, the better 
protected pipes will be.

The company also recommends 
that residents heat tape; thermostat-
ically controlled heat cables can be 
used to wrap pipes. 

Also, residents should seal leaks 
that allow cold air inside near where 
pipes are located. Homeowners 
should look for air leaks around 
electrical wiring, dryer vents, and 
pipes, and use caulk or insulation 
to keep the cold out. With severe 
cold, even a tiny opening can let in 
enough cold air to cause a pipe to 
freeze, Phillips said.

A trickle of hot and cold water 
might be all it takes to keep pipes 
from freezing, so residents should let 
warm water drip overnight, prefera-
bly from a faucet on an outside wall.

Further, keeping thermostats set 
at the same temperature during 
both day and night, even if an in-
dividual is in the habit of turning 
down the heat during sleeping 
hours as further drops occur in the 
temperature – more common over-
night – could catch residents off 

guard and freeze pipes.
Additionally, cabinet doors should 

be opened to allow heat to get to 
un-insulated pipes under sinks and 
appliances near exterior walls.

Traveling in the winter months 
might be good for the soul, but 
pipes shouldn’t be forgotten and res-
idents should set the thermostat in a 
house no lower than 55°F (12°C).

Perhaps asking a friend or neigh-
bor to check an empty house daily 
to make sure it’s warm enough to 
prevent freezing would be advanta-
geous, Phillips said.

Shut off and drain the water sys-
tem. Be aware that if a resident has 
a fire protection sprinkler system, it 
may be deactivated when the water 
is shut off.

So, what if the pipes still freeze?
“First step: Don’t panic. Just be-

cause they’re frozen doesn’t mean 
they’ve already burst,” Phillips said.

“If you turn on your faucets and 
nothing comes out, leave the fau-
cets turned on and call a plumber. 
Do not use electrical appliances in 
areas of standing water: You could 
be electrocuted. Never try to thaw 
a pipe with a torch or other open 
flame because it could cause a fire 
hazard. Water damage is preferable 
to burning down your house.”

“You may be able to thaw a fro-
zen pipe with the warm air from 
a hair dryer. Start by warming the 
pipe as close to the faucet as possi-
ble, working toward the coldest sec-
tion of pipe.”

If the pipes have burst, turn off 
the water at the main shutoff valve in 
the house and leave the water faucets 
turned on. “Make sure everyone in 
your family knows where the water 
shutoff valve is and how to open and 
close it,” Phillips said.  WI

5E. T. Williamson’s home sits damaged after a water pipe burst, causing water to freeze 
inside and outside the home. / Photo courtesy Kirthmon F. Dozier/Detroit Free Press
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Happy New Year from  
DC Office on Aging
Laura Newland
DC Office on Aging
Acting Executive Director

On December 18th, Mayor Muriel Bowser announced my appointment to serve as Executive Director of 
the DC Office on Aging.  I am honored and excited to continue implementing the Mayor’s vision for DCOA. 

In the new year, DCOA will be starting new initiatives to strengthen the administration’s commitment to 
make DC an Age-Friendly City. Age-Friendly DC is a coordinated, comprehensive and collective-action effort 
to ensure all DC residents are active, connected, healthy, engaged and happy in their environment and com-
munity.

Beginning this month, DCOA, in partnership with the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment (DHCD), will begin the “Safe at Home Program.” This program will provide a grant up to $10,000 
for seniors and people living with disabilities to make their homes accessible. These adaptations may include 
ramps, grab bars, and shower cut outs. Safe At Home fills a gap in the District’s current home modification pro- grams as DHCD’s Single Family Residential Rehab Program (SFRRP) 

is a loan program for modifications of $10,000-$30,000. Safe At Home 
will work closely with DHCD to make appropriate referrals for larger 
projects. 

District residents 60 years or older or between 18 and 59 years old 
living with a disability and with an income at or below 80% of the Area 
Median Income (AMI) are eligible. If you are the only one living in 
your household, your income would need to be under  $61,152; and 
if you live with your spouse or partner and filed a joint tax return, your 
household income would need to be under $69,888.  Please contact 
202-638-0050 for more information. 

 
DCOA is also partnering with the National Council on Aging to 

offer BenefitsCheckup, an online service that provides customized ben-
efits eligibility information for seniors and people living with disabilities. 
The questionnaire is available online, takes 10-15 minutes and doesn’t 
require any sensitive personal information - such as a social security 
number. Since November, DCOA staff and all of our community part-
ners have used BenefitsCheckUp. It includes more than 2,000 public 
and private benefit programs from all 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia. 

Finally, DCOA will soon be conducting an assessment that will re-
view current aging programs, senior wellness centers, senior center facil-
ities, and other programming specific to seniors living within the Dis-
trict to make recommendations for new programming opportunities, 
including areas without brick and mortar senior wellness centers.

With this evaluation, we will be able to examine the current service 
and programmatic needs of older adults living in the District of Colum-
bia and develop a strategic road map to help us meet you where you 
are at. We will also gain valuable demographic data, which will help us 
make informed funding decisions and determine impact across the city.

To find out more information about these important projects please 
visit our website at www.dcoa.dc.gov or call 202-724-5626. 

As you can see, we have a lot of plans in 2016! I’m excited to lead 
such a great staff of dedicated professionals as we continue to advocate 
for older District residents, people living with disabilities, and their care-
givers.
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ADOPT-A-SCHOOL 
PROGRAM

School officials are celebrat-
ing an exciting addition to 
DCPS partnerships this year 
called the “Adopt-a-School” 
program. 

Throughout January, near-
ly 40 partnerships established 
through this program will be 
featured. Listed among the 
partnerships are D.C. Unit-
ed, Wells Fargo, Takoma Park 
Baptist Church, and the Young 
Playwrights’ Theater.

To learn more about how 
individuals and organizations 
can get involved, visit DCPS’ 
School Partners page.

DUAL LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS

At least 11 dual-language 
programs will be offered to 
DCPS students during the next 
school year. While the newest 
programs will open at MacFar-
land Middle School and Roo-
sevelt High School, Houston 
Elementary will offer the first 
dual-language program east of 
the Anacostia River.  

ROLE MODELS  
FOR BROWNE EC  
STUDENTS

Warren Lodge No. 8, a 
non-profit, charitable frater-
nal order, has adopted Browne 
Education Campus in DCPS’ 
“Adopt-a-School” program. 

The District-based lodge has 
been active with Browne EC 
– which includes 3-year-old 
classrooms through 8th grade – 
since October. 

Lodge members have helped 
with distribution of donated 
food, coat drives and taking 
middle grade students on col-

5Nearly 40 partnerships with local 
businesses and organizations, aimed at 
benefitting DCPS students, have been 
established through the Adopt-a-School 
program. / Photo courtesy DCPS

Attention:
VIAGRA & CIALIS Users

Operators Available 24/7!

For discreet home delivery, 
CALL NOW!

800-995-1351

50 Pill Special:

Only $99 
Plus 

Free Shipping!

There’s a More A� ordable 
& E� ective Alternative to U.S. 

Pharmacy High Prices!

DCPS 
BRIEFS

DCPS CALENDAR
Jan. 15:	 Term 2 midterms/
	 finals begin
Jan. 18:	 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (NO SCHOOL)
Jan. 21:	 Term 2 midterms/finals end
Jan. 22:	 Records Day (Students dismissed at 12:15 p.m.)

Don’t forget to apply through the My School DC Lottery. Enroll-
ment deadlines are Feb. 1 for grades 9-12 and March 1 for PK3-8.

lege tours. The lodge is current-
ly planning a father-daughter 
luncheon for April. 

“It’s important for us to be 
positive African-American role 
models for students, so they 
can see that they can be suc-
cessful if they just work hard, 
and that there are people in 
their community willing to 
work with them to achieve their 
goals,” said Daryel Dunston, 
the lodge’s executive director. 
“Just to see and to be able to 
interact with the kids, and to 
talk to them about their goals, 
and just get to know them and 
their stories is very refreshing. 
It also encourages me and the 
members of our organization to 
want to do more.”

OPPORTUNITIES TO 
STUDY ABROAD

DCPS students will list 
among four hundred 8th-and 
11th- graders who will have 
an opportunity this summer to 
study abroad. 

DCPS students in the 8th- or 
11th-grade, who are enrolled in 
a World Languages course, are 
now eligible to apply for one of 
the fully-funded study abroad 
trips that are being presented 
all over the world this summer 
in places like Spain, Costa Rica, 
France, and Ecuador. 

Applications are open 
through Feb. 15, and all stu-
dent travel candidates must 
submit a Student Application, 
available via www.dcpsglobaled.
org. Travelers must also obtain 
a passport and the necessary 
visas and vaccines prior to trip 

departure, and DCPS Study 
Abroad will cover the costs of 
visa and passports for all trav-
elers.

POSSE SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS

Sixteen DCPS high school 
seniors have been honored with 
full college scholarships from 
the POSSE DC Foundation. In 
this scholarship program, stu-
dents join a ‘posse,’ where they 
get extra support from peers.

•	 Arrie Jones, 
		 Anacostia High School
• 	Dwayne Whittaker, 
		 Ballou Senior High School
• 	Demi Stratmon, 
		 Benjamin Banneker 
		 Academic High School
• 	Matlhodi Sebolai, 
		 Duke Ellington School of the Arts
• 	Austin Ray, 
		 McKinley Tech High School
• 	Chauncey Cannon, 
		 McKinley Tech High School
• 	Michaela Pratt, 
		 Phelps ACE High School
• 	Eden Elam, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Daniella Butler, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Taylor Gaskins, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Joseph Seyoum, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Betsy Dennis, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Diamond Pinder, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Rebekah Armstrong, 
		 School Without Walls
• 	Matthew McAllister, 
		 School Without Walls

• 	Sean Wright, 
		 Woodrow Wilson Senior 
		 High School

CAMPUS EXPANSION 
AT ACHIEVEMENT PREP

Recent funding by City First 
Bank will be put toward construc-
tion of a 45,000 square foot addi-
tion to Achievement Preparatory 
Academy in Northeast. 

In a community where there 
are few quality public education 
options, Achievement Prep will in-
crease access to a Tier 1 education 
for children PK3-8 living in Ward 
8 by creating approximately 300 
additional high quality school seats.  

The facility will also provide a 
multi-purpose space with 100+ ca-
pacity that will be made available to 
the community for ANC meetings, 
voting and other uses. 

In addition to retaining 74 per-
manent jobs, Achievement Prep 
will hire approximately 14 teach-
ers and four mental health practi-
tioners.5Warren Lodge No. 8, a nonprof-

it, charitable fraternal order, has 
adopted Browne Education Campus 
in DCPS’ “Adopt-a-School” program. 
/ Photo courtesy DCPS

5New construction at Achievement 
Prep will include a multipurpose 
space with 100+ capacity that the 
community can use for ANC meet-
ings, voting and other purposes.  
/ Photo courtesy Achievement Prepa-
ratory Academy  WI
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For coverage starting February 1, you must enroll by January 15.

Remember, if you don’t have health insurance in 2016, the IRS 
may fine you $695 or more when you file your 2016 taxes.

www.DCHealthLink.com 
1 (855) 532-5465
TTY/TDD 711-1-532-5465 

SHAPE UP ... SIGN UP  
FOR THE NEW YEAR! 
Stay Healthy and Enroll in Quality Affordable Health Insurance

 

ENROLLMENT FOR 2016 HEALTH  
INSURANCE ENDS JANUARY 31st

DON’T DELAY, ENROLL TODAY! 

The District’s Health Insurance Marketplace
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SCHOOL LOTTERY

Online applications are current-
ly being accepted for the 2016-17 
charter school lottery.

Parents and students have an 
opportunity to secure an available 
seat in a Public Charter School 
through the lottery process.

The computerized lottery sys-
tem will assign a random number 
to each application, sort them 
based on the randomly-assigned 
number and assign a sequen-
tial number. The lowest random 
number is assigned number one, 
the next lowest number two, and 
so forth. Applications are then 
sorted by school. Placements are 
determined by space availability. 
Submission of an application is 
not a guarantee of placement.

The Charter School Office will 
accept online applications for the 
2016-17 school year through Jan. 
29.	

Interested families must com-
plete an online application at 
http://lottery.pgcps.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS!
The Excellence in Education 

Foundation for PGCPS will 
award $151,000 in scholarship 
dollars this school year to PGCPS 
graduating seniors as follows:

Chief Executive Officer’s 
Scholarship - $5,000 to 5 PG-
CPS graduating seniors

Leadership Scholarship 
- $3,500 each to 15 PGCPS grad-
uating seniors

Student Service Learning 
Scholarship - $3,500 each to 15 
PGCPS graduating seniors

Technical Scholarship 
- $3,500 each to 2 PGCPS gradu-
ating seniors

Trade Scholarship - $3,500 
each to 2 PGCPS graduating 

seniors
Culinary Arts Scholarship – 

3,500 each to 2 PGCPS graduat-
ing seniors

To download applications, visit 
the PGCPS website.

BOOK DONATIONS
Prince George’s County Pub-

lic Schools recently received 
$200,000 worth of donated books 
and furniture from The New Car-
rollton Public Library Branch – a 
generous gesture that will support 
the district’s academic focus on 
literacy. 

Earlier this month, Shari 
Blohm, supervisor of PGCPS’ Li-
brary Media Services, and several 
of her colleagues collected more 
than 15,000 books to distribute 
among five elementary and high 
schools. Columbia Park, Flint-
stone, and Cooper Lane elemen-
tary schools will each receive a 
third of the Children’s Literature 
publications, while Oxon Hill and 
Suitland high schools will each re-
ceive half of the books from the 
Teen Section for their libraries.

“We are so thankful for the do-
nation from the Prince George’s 
County Memorial Library Sys-
tem,” said Blohm. “This dona-
tion gives our students access to 
a greater selection of reading ma-
terials that will help develop or 
strengthen their love for reading.”

Schools CEO Kevin Maxwell 
added that in order for students 
to succeed, officials have to pro-
mote literacy across all content 
areas. “The donation puts addi-
tional books into our schools and 
into the hands of our students,” 
he said. 

The donated materials include 
fiction and nonfiction hardcover 
and paperback books. Tables and 
chairs, study carrels, early child-
hood displays, and shelving were 
also donated and will be distrib-
uted to the recently opened Ken-
moor Early Childhood Center. 

The New Carrollton Public Li-
brary Branch temporarily closed 
in December 2015 for renovation. 

BADEN ELEMENTARY 
RECEIVES GRANT

Baden Elementary School in 
Brandywine, Maryland, lists as 
one of just three schools in the 
state of Maryland to receive the 
Verizon Technology Grant, which 
was recently presented to school 
leaders in the form of a $10,000 
check. 

“We are super excited about 
winning the grant and the op-
portunities it will present to our 
students,” said Principal Antron 
Huff, Baden Elementary School. 
“There is such a thirst for knowl-

edge among our students in the 
areas of science, math, and tech-
nology, and we are simply thrilled 
to develop and expand some of 
the programs we have here.”

The grant will help support the 
school’s efforts to increase student 
engagement and achievement in 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math. Huff added that the 
grant would fund an afterschool 
STEM program and support 
both a Maryland Agricultural Ed-
ucation Foundation lab and Trav-
eling Science program. 

“Verizon cares about its cus-
tomers and investing in the com-
munities we serve,” said Law-
rence Graham, director of State 
Government Affairs, Verizon. 
“Verizon is pleased to make an in-
vestment in the interests of Baden 
Elementary School students, spe-
cifically their love for the study of 
science, technology, mathemat-
ics, and engineering.”

YOUTH ENRICHMENT 
REGISTRATION 

Registration has begun for 
Prince George’s County’s premier 
Youth@Work/Summer Youth 
Enrichment Program. 

County youth between the ages 
of 15 and 19, will have an oppor-
tunity to participate in career de-
velopment, life-skills training and 
job training sponsored by Prince 
George’s Community College. 

Meanwhile, the application pe-
riod for Summer Youth Employ-
ment opens on Friday, Feb. 22 
– and closes March 25 – for po-
sitions in Prince George’s County 
government.  

All county residents ages 15-
19 are welcome to apply.  For 
more information, visit: http://
www.princegeorgescountymd.
gov/sites/summeryouth/Pages/
default.aspx  WI

Two Rivers Public Charter School
INTENT TO AWARD A SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT
Lindamood Bell In-School Tutoring Services

Two Rivers Public Charter School intends to enter into a sole source contract with 
Lindamood- Bell Learning Processes for learning center on campus services using 
proprietary Lindamood- Bell instructional materials and Lindamood-Bell staff. The cost 
of this contract will be approximately $70,000. The decision to sole source is because 
Lindamood-Bell is the exclusive licensed center in the District of Columbia that 
provides in-school learning centers staffed by Lindamood-Bell staff using Lindamood-
Bell materials. Lindamood-Bell instructional materials are currently used by Two Rivers 
staff and additional capacity outside Two Rivers staff is needed for the remainder of 
the 2015-2016 school year.

There isn’t much that D.C. musician and entrepreneur Marcus 
Johnson can’t do. He has both an MBA and JD degree, he owns 
his own record label (Three Keys Music), he has a wine company 
(FLO Wine) among other lifestyle brands, he serves on the board 
of the Boys and Girls Club, and he runs a recording studio and a 
publishing company. But tonight is all about his first love: jazz. 
Johnson’s approach to music composition and performance is 

similar to his business strategy: innovative and independent. As a 
self-taught keyboardist and pianist, Johnson has a style all his own 

that has earned the respect and admiration of his contemporary jazz 
peers. Even while based in Washington, D.C., he is on the cutting 
edge of “Euro Jazz,” having formed JURIS, a musical collaboration 

with acclaimed Parisian DJ and producer Young Pulse.

Johnson’s AMP performance will draw from his 15 studio albums, 
including his latest work, Live and Direct. Johnson says Live and 

Direct “represents one of the most difficult, yet gratifying journeys 
in my career…based in the idea that music can be created at 

both the live and studio level…rarely are they put together, but 
when they are, a unique music experience is created.” If you aren’t 

familiar with Johnson’s work already, think funky urban groove 
music along the lines George Duke or Herbie Hancock. Don’t miss 

the opportunity to catch this living legend in action as he continues 
to innovate and inspire both on and off the stage.

Get tickets at:  ​http://bit.ly/1mLu021

PGCPS 
BRIEFS

5The County’s Charter Public 
School Office will accept online lottery 
applications for the 2016-17 academic 
year through Jan. 29. / Photo courtesy 
PGCPS
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Your Support Is Stacking Up

The merger will provide $72.8 million for bill credits, low-income assistance, renewable energy and energy-efficiency programs 
in the District. Millions more will go to local charities and workforce development. That’s why tens of thousands of DC residents 
support the Pepco Holdings-Exelon merger.

The Pepco Holdings-Exelon Merger: 
Affordability, Reliability and Sustainability for DC.

Paid for by Exelon Corporation.

For more information or to show your support, visit PHITomorrow.com.

40,000 
petition 

signatures

6,500 
letters of 
support



  JAN. 14 - 20, 2016  25

Readers' Mailbox
The Washington Informer welcomes letters 

to the editor about articles we publish or issues 
affecting the community.  Write to: lsaxton@
washingtoninformer.com or send to: 3117 
Martin Luther King Jr Ave., SE, Washington, 
D.C. 20032. Please note that we are unable to 
publish letters that do not include a full name, 
address and phone number. We look forward 
to hearing from you.

On Monday, Jan. 18, America will pause once again to honor the life 
and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

As King said, “Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it 
must be demanded by the oppressed.” 

King’s words remain significant and poignant almost 48 years after his 
tragic death. 

But while we will participate in marches and rallies, celebrate with 
marching bands and honor guards during parades and even discuss his 
words and writings during roundtables and forums, the question remains 
whether we are doing the “King thing” more as a perfunctory act or 
whether it has true relevance to our lives and the future. 

King, in his book “Why We Can’t Wait,” said “Perhaps it is easy for 
those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say, ‘Wait.’ 
But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at 
will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim . . . when you see the 
vast majority of your 20 million Negro brothers and sisters smothering in 
an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society; when you 
suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you 
seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter why she can’t go to the pub-
lic amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see 
the tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to 
colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form 
in her little mental sky . . . then you will understand why we find it dif-
ficult to wait. There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over, 
and men are no longer willing to be plunged into the abyss of despair.”

How could King have known that his words would become prophetic? 
How could he have realized that what he described in the early 1960s, 

what he saw and experienced, would be illustrative of what many in the 
Black community deal with almost five decades into the future? 

The notion of waiting tends to be recommended by those in power – 
those who have privilege, education and economic stability. But for those 
who continue to suffer, who stand in long lines, rain or shine, along with 
their children, in order to receive their monthly check, for those who 
live day-to-day wondering how they will pay the rent, buy food and stay 
warm, waiting is not an option. 

Today, more Blacks have acquired the accoutrements of middle- and 
upper-class society than at any other time in this country’s history. But 
even more of our people continue to lag behind – locked up and locked 
out – hopeless. 

The power of movements like Black Lives Matter and other grassroots 
initiatives, led mostly by those under the age of 30, have gained such 
momentum, in part, because of the words and example of men like Dr. 
King. 

Our youth have learned their lessons well. And they have added their 
own spin to the long-fought battle for equal rights. 

We honor the life of Dr. King and urge you to do something for some-
one in need on the day of his birth – remember the “least of these.” 

Doing that, we know, will be the ultimate way to honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Long live the King.  WI

EDITORIAL

Gun Owners 
Should be Respon-
sible 

I would first like to let you know that I have 
owned a gun legally most of my life. My father 
taught my brothers and me how to shoot and 
hunt when we were very young, and I, too, have 
taught my son and daughter how to shoot a gun 
and how to hunt with a gun. I am a firm believer 
in the Second Amendment of the Constitution 
because I believe that every man and woman 
have the right to bear arms. So when I read your 
article, “Emotional President Calls for Increased 
Gun Control,” in the January 7, 2016 edition of 
The Informer, I thought to myself, “why are the 
so-called gun rights people so upset?” The Presi-
dent is not calling for someone to take our guns 
away, nor is he saying we can’t buy any more 
guns. Am I missing something here? What I am 
reading is that he wants to tighten background 
checks, so people who shouldn’t have guns can’t 
legally buy them, that’s all. So what is so wrong 
with that? I think big money is getting in the way 
of common sense. Gun show promoters have a 
lot at stake and they are pouring big money into 
fighting anything that looks like an infringement 
on their right to let vendors buy and sell guns 
to the public at their shows. That, to me, is the 
real issue, background checks and the gun show 
sales. Once we solve that issue I think a lot of 
this rhetoric will die down.

Kenneth Salvager 
Prince Georges County
 

Yes, I Am a 
Redskins Fan 

“Hail to the Redskins!” The whole DMV 
is buzzing about our upcoming play-off game 
against the Green Bay Packers. I haven’t seen this 
much burgundy and gold around town in years 
-- hats, scarfs, jackets, jerseys, gloves, and car flags 
-- man, it’s everywhere!  And that’s great for our 
team and our city, because to me this is the only 
way for us to be that “one city” that politicians 
talk about. Oh yeah, another thing is that we 
don’t have to look at that disgusting blue and tin 
color of that other team that is always showing its 
ugly self from time to time around here. Here’s 
wishing victory comes to the Redskins on Sun-
day, but if not, we made the playoffs and from 
where we came that’s coming a long way and we 
are moving in the right way. GO SKINS!!!

Bobby Morris
Washington, DC

What Do You Think?  We’d Like To Know.
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news@washingtoninformer.com

       Write Us:
The Washington Informer
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Both of my parents worked in 
stable government jobs, so I had 
the privilege of growing up in a 
family that owned a home, a car, 
and set me on a path to college 
and even law school. 

Among members of the Afri-
can-American middle class, my 
story isn’t at all uncommon. If 
you asked any African American 
over the past century what the 
pathway to a stable career was, 
they’d probably say “a govern-

ment job.” That’s because when 
people of color were subject 
to widespread discrimination, 
unionized public sector jobs 
such as teachers, postal workers, 
and administrators were often 
the only opportunities available.

But those jobs are under at-
tack at the Supreme Court, and 
this should alarm anyone who 
cares about economic mobility. 

The court is considering a 
case called Friedrichs v. Califor-
nia Teachers Association, which 
could destroy the ability of gov-
ernment employees to receive 

the benefits that unions secure 
through collective bargaining 
like fair pay and safe workplaces.

The lead plaintiff is a lot like 
thousands of other teachers in 
California whose wages and 
benefits are a direct result of the 
California Teachers Association’s 
bargaining on her behalf. But 
Ms. Friedrichs sued because she 
doesn’t want to contribute to the 
union. If the California Teach-
ers Association loses, the impact 
could be widespread, as any 
public sector worker anywhere 
in the country could decide not 

to pay their fair share of dues, 
effectively starving their union. 

Ms. Friedrichs isn’t just act-
ing on her own behalf. She is 
being represented by the Center 
for Individual Rights, the same 
organization that sued to gut 
the Voting Rights Act and to 
eliminate race-conscious admis-
sions for colleges. This lawsuit 
is another part of a coordinated 
campaign to use the Supreme 
Court to roll back long-standing 
civil rights protections that peo-
ple fought and died for in the 
streets.

Civil rights groups have filed a 
brief in the case because a ruling 
against the California Teachers 
Association would undermine 
the ability of the nurses, fire-
fighters, postal workers, and 
teachers that built the Black 
middle class to thrive. 

The reality is that women 
and people of color still experi-
ence pernicious barriers in em-
ployment, including unequal 
pay, discriminatory treatment, 
and unpredictable schedules. 

It’s not surprising that no one will 
be punished for the death of Tamir 
Rice. Since the youngster’s kill-
ing, the police, Cuyahoga County 
prosecutor Timothy McGinty and 
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson 
have refused to do anything except 
look for ways to sweep it away in 
hopes that it will be forgotten, just 
like previous similar acts of lethal 
aggression against Black people.

The report stated Rice’s death was 
caused, “by the failure…to exercise 
due care to avoid injury.” In other 

words, the 12-year old boy caused 
his own death. The mayor apolo-
gized, not for the killing, but for the 
words used to describe the cause of 
the killing. Rice was shot for hold-
ing a toy gun 1.7 seconds after the 
cops pulled up to his location in a 
park. No warning, no command 
to drop the gun, and no attempt to 
speak to Rice; they shot first—im-
mediately, and now we are asking 
the questions.

McGinty described the events 
leading up to Tamir’s death as a trag-
ic series of errors and “miscommu-
nications” that began when a 911 
caller said a male who was “probably 

a juvenile” was waving a “probably 
fake” gun at people in a park. Has 
there been any disciplinary action 
issued against the 911 dispatcher 
for not relaying the entire message 
to the cops?

The fact that those caveats never 
reached Officer Timothy Loeh-
mann — who shot the child within 
two seconds of arriving on the scene 
— was more than just an admin-
istrative misstep. Like the 911 call 
that led to John Crawford’s death 
in an Ohio Walmart, for hold-
ing a BB gun, not “pointing” it at 
customers as the caller said, Rice’s 
instantaneous execution reflects an 

utter disregard for Black life. That 
disregard began with Officer Loeh-
mann’s work history and emotional 
state not being fully vetted before 
he was given the power of life and 
death over the citizens of Cleveland. 

Wanton violence against people 
who pose no threat to the police 
was on full display in a particularly 
striking case in 2012. Officers mis-
took the sound of a car backfiring 
for a gunshot, thus, according to 
The Guardian, causing 104 of the 
277 Cleveland officers on duty that 
night to get involved. Cops chased 
down and fired 137 bullets into the 
vehicle, killing Malissa Williams 

and Timothy Russell, who were un-
armed.

Regarding the last series of shots 
fired by Officer Michael Brelo, 
who said his life was in danger yet, 
in Rambo style, jumped on the 
hood of the car and started firing, 
Judge John O’Donnell said, “I 
cannot find beyond a reasonable 
doubt which of the fatal wounds he 
caused.” Oh, I get it. New defense: 
Fire as many shots by as many cops 
as possible so no one can determine 
which cop fired the fatal bullet. Ev-
erybody walks.

It has been said time and again, 
but it bears repeating: About the 
only thing that restrictive gun laws 
have done in our country is pre-
vent the good guys from defending 
themselves when bad guys attack. 
This maxim applies directly to the 
San Bernardino, California, situa-
tion, an immense tragedy in which 
14 innocent people were gunned 
down by a married couple with Is-
lamic extremist allegiances.

California has some of the most 
restrictive gun laws in the nation, 

including a ban on assault rifles of 
the type that were used in the San 
Bernardino attacks. But that did not 
stop terrorists from obtaining the 
weapons illegally and using them 
on defenseless citizens. This sad sto-
ry has repeated itself in numerous 
instances of mass shootings around 
the nation, from an elementary 
school in Newtown, Massachusetts 
to Umpqua Community College in 
Oregon.

However, the tide is starting to 
turn. Washington, D.C., Police 
Chief Cathy Lanier said in a recent 
60 Minutes’ interview that because 
deaths in mass shootings usually oc-
cur in the first few minutes (before 

first responders have a chance to ar-
rive on the scene), members of the 
public should protect themselves by 
any means at their disposal, whether 
that means running away or trying 
to overpower the attacker. Lanier’s 
statement is a stark departure from 
the usual advice given by law en-
forcement: stand by and wait for 
the police to arrive. But in the age of 
the suicide terrorist or mass shooter 
that advice is no longer applicable. 
People have to do whatever they can 
to protect themselves, even if that 
means killing an attacker.

On the other side of the debate, 
you have gun control advocates 
who argue that mass shootings are 

made more possible by permissive 
gun laws that allow deadly weapons 
to get into the hands of criminals. 
But that flies in the face of the ob-
vious facts. Case in point is the city 
of Chicago, which has one of the 
highest murder rates of any major 
city in the U.S., while at the same 
time boasting some of the most re-
strictive gun laws in the nation. Not 
only have thousands of people died 
by gun violence in Chicago over the 
past few years, police and first re-
sponders have rarely if ever prevent-
ed an active shooter from taking out 
innocent citizens.

Chicago has a concealed carry 
law that permits citizens to apply 

for a license to bear arms. However, 
the approval process is shrouded in 
secrecy. The city’s “Concealed Carry 
Licensing Review Board” is being 
inundated by a flood of lawsuits 
over its refusal to issue licenses to 
law-abiding citizens. The suits al-
lege that the review process violates 
citizens’ constitutional rights to due 
process because it is conducted en-
tirely in secret, does not provide a 
reason for refusal, and provides no 
administrative appeals process once 
a person’s application is denied. The 
kicker of course is that these restric-
tive laws disproportionately affect 

Supreme Court Puts Reliable Government Jobs At Risk

Responsible Gun Ownership is not Only a Right but a Duty of Citizenship

Tamir Rice: The Shame of It All
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By Askia Muhammad
Askia-At-Large

By Charlene CrowellGuest Columnist

As holiday revelers toasted 
the season, a key federal regula-
tor took two steps to ensure that 
2016 would bring an important 
change for consumers harassed 
by illegal debt collector actions. 

On Dec.16 and in its third ac-
tion against a large national pay-
day lender, the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau ordered 
EZCorp Inc. to refund $7.5 
million to 93,000 consumers 
and pay an additional $3 million 
in penalties for illegal debt on 

high-cost payday and installment 
loans. 

CFPB found that EZCorp col-
lected debts with a litany of ille-
gal actions that included visits to 
homes and/or workplaces. Even 
worse, by requiring payments 
via electronic fund transfers, 
consumers often wound up with 
multiple charges. The required 
electronic withdrawals from con-
sumer accounts frequently trig-
gered additional overdraft fees 
charged by banks. CFPB’s inves-
tigation, which began in July, de-
termined multiple violations of 
the Electronic Fund Transfer Act 
and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 

Reform Act’s ban on unfair or de-
ceptive acts or practices. 

Days later, on Dec. 28, CFPB 
filed a proposed settlement in 
federal court that, once ap-
proved, will stop a Georgia-based 
law firm and its principals from 
flooding courts with lawsuits 
that were as faulty as they were 
prevalent in harming consum-
ers. Some consumer advocates 
believe that this first-of-its-kind 
suit and settlement together set a 
significant precedent.

This second enforcement ac-
tion culminated a July 2014 law-
suit brought by CFPB against a 
Georgia-based law firm, Fred-

erick J. Hanna and Associates, 
for operating an illegal debt col-
lection lawsuit mill. Specifically, 
CFPB charged the firm with two 
major violations: 

• Intimidating consumers 
with deceptive court filings that 
enabled the firm to churn out 
hundreds of thousands of law-
suits over a four-year period from 
2009 to 2014; and

• Introducing faulty or unsub-
stantiated evidence to support its 
lawsuits, resulting in the collec-
tion of millions of dollars each 
year – often from consumers who 
may not have owed debts. 

“The Hanna firm relied on 

deception and faulty evidence 
to coerce consumers into paying 
debts that often could not be ver-
ified or may not be owed,” said 
CFPB Director Richard Cor-
dray. “Debt collectors that use 
the court system for purposes of 
intimidation should reconsider 
how their practices are harming 
consumers.”

With court approval, Hanna 
and Associates and its principals 
will: 

• Pay a $3.1 million penalty;
• End illegal collection and in-

timidation tactics;

First, let me make a recom-
mendation. Everyone should see 
the movie “Concussion.” Actor 
Will Smith will probably get an 
Oscar for his role. He plays Dr. 
Bennet Omalu, who links men-
tal illness to football. His claim 
is that a high number of football 
players experience concussions 
and a noticeable number of them 
end up with mental disorders and 
extreme depression. He coined 
the term for this prognosis – 
chronic traumatic encephalop-

athy. He obtained support from 
other doctors and submitted his 
findings to a prestigious medical 
journal. It was accepted. That 
is when the National Football 
League found out about his re-
search and all hell broke loose.

The NFL tried to discredit 
him. They hounded him and his 
wife. They actually had the FBI 
harass him and one of his part-
ners. Then they pushed him out 
of Pittsburgh. Nearly broken, he 
left for California. But his study 
could not be refuted and the 
general public as well as football 
players started speaking up. The 

movie has a happy ending.
The first football player to 

catch the attention of Omalu was 
Mike Webster. I first met Web-
ster on the University of Wis-
consin campus. It was my senior 
year and Webster was a freshman 
center. Freshmen could not play 
varsity athletics at the time so 
Mike and the other freshmen 
were “practice bait” for the upper 
classmen. I love football, which is 
what led me to be a football play-
er. Webster was probably born to 
play football. We were impressed 
by this freshman, who could han-
dle the best of us during scrim-

maging. We weren’t wrong. Mike 
went on to star for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He was selected to the 
Pro Bowl every year he played 
and at the end he walked into 
the Football Hall of Fame. Such 
a great rise to fame followed by 
a lifetime of sorrow and tragedy.

After football something start-
ed happening. People figured he 
had lost his mind – homeless, liv-
ing in a vehicle, drugs and liquor. 
“Strong Mike” eventually died 
with most people in Pittsburgh 
assuming steroids were the cause. 
It was not! Omalu performed the 
autopsy and discovered the rea-

son. His brain was a total mess. 
Finally, he surmised it was due 
to the violence to the head for 
ten straight years. He went on to 
prove this and that for two other 
Pittsburgh Steelers.

Concussions were common 
within my football experience. 
During my high school days, I 
guess I delivered a few of them 
to opposing teams. In college, 
I received a few light ones and 
one big one that put me into 
the hospital. Team doctors were 
in denial as well as the coaches. 

All over the United States, peo-
ple are recoiling recently at vicious 
acts that are being committed with 
increasing frequency against Mus-
lims.

Girls and women wearing head-
scarves have been beaten on the 
streets. Mosques have been fire-
bombed and desecrated. An entire 
school was shuttered over an art as-
signment asking students to draw 
Islamic calligraphy. A teacher was 
suspended for wearing a scarf and 

for quoting a recent statement by 
Pope Francis concerning the “one-
ness” of the God of Abraham, who 
is revered as a prophet by Chris-
tians, Muslims, and Jews alike.

Such Islamophobic acts are not 
new. In fact, Muslims have been set 
upon in this country for 85 years 
and counting.

In the 1930s, shortly after Mr. 
Elijah Muhammad emerged in 
Detroit as the leader of the newly 
formed Nation of Islam, he and 
his followers were persecuted by 
authorities for withdrawing their 
children from the miserable, sep-

arate and unequal public schools 
and enrolling them in his Universi-
ty of Islam, where they were taught 
prayer, respect, cleanliness, mathe-
matics and science.

How dare this Black man take 
children from the public schools 
and teach them independently? 
Today, of course, home schools and 
independent schools are so very 
chic among Whites and Blacks as 
well in this country.

In 1942, although he was 45 
years old and well past the draft-el-
igible age, Mr. Muhammad was ar-
rested and imprisoned for five years 

because he preached against the 
participation of Black men in the 
military forces of this nation that 
denied them even the tiniest shred 
of equality. In prison, Mr. Muham-
mad and his followers were starved 
because they refused to eat pork or 
vegetables prepared with pork. To-
day, after Supreme Court rulings in 
their favor, prisoners are permitted 
to choose diets that conform to 
their religious practices.

In the 1950s, Mr. Muhammad 
and his followers — Minister Mal-
colm X in particular — were per-
secuted and labeled “hate teachers” 

by the very same segregationists 
who denied millions and millions 
of Black people equal education, 
equal public accommodations, 
equal protection under the law. 
The “Black Muslims” were labeled 
in a documentary, “The hate that 
hate produced.”

By the 1960s, the NOI had 
gained international prominence, 
and rather than be celebrated for 
the amazing work of reforming 
criminals, drug addicts, alcoholics 
and other “bad actors,” Black Mus-
lims were disowned by the so-called 

CFPB Cracks Down on Illegal Debt Collections

White American Hatred of Muslims is Nothing New

It is Time to Deal With Concussions
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Local Artist Dike Continues to Make His Mark
Showcases His Latest Works in NE Lofts
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honed his skills. He credits How-
ard Fleming, a well-established, 
internationally respected artist 
from D.C., for being both his 
mentor and his inspiration. 

“I was lucky to have good 
teachers along the way. Youth 
today need to have the arts in 
school again. It’s a great outlet, it 
relieves stress and there are many 
children who, like me, were born 
to be creative,” he said. 

Dike’s mediums include acryl-
ic on canvas and mixed media. 
His signature has become his 
penchant for embellishing all of 
his paintings with mirrors and 
Swarovski crystals. He’s been 
commissioned to complete por-
traits, abstracts and business lo-
gos. 

“Right now I’m developing my 
own T-shirt line and plan on roll-
ing it out in the spring,” he said. 

Dike’s work has been featured 
throughout the Greater Washing-
ton Area at places that include: 

By D. Kevin McNeir 
WI Editor 

At the tender age of two, Dike 
Markeith Harris recalls his moth-
er’s astonishment that he had al-
ready begun to produce impres-
sive drawings of things around 
him. 

Now 50, the Gaithersburg, 
Maryland resident has turned 
his love for art into a success-
ful business. And on Saturday, 
Jan. 9, about 100 of his friends, 
fans, family and admirers packed 
the Artspace Lofts in NE for his 
show, “Mirrors: Reflections of In-
ner Light and Love.” 

Dike, as he prefers to be called, 
said he’s always known he had a 
God-given gift.

“I’ve always known that I want-
ed to do something that had to 
do with art but it took me awhile 

to discover the best way to get 
into the industry,” he said. “I’ve 
been a full-time artist for the past 
10 years and I paint by instinct. 
I’ve come to realize that art is my 
passion,” said the Camden, New 
Jersey native. 

Prior to turning to his craft 
full-time, Dike worked as a hair 
stylist. He said he found the ca-
reer to be lucrative, doing it for 
over 20 years. But it was never his 
first love. 

“In many ways styling hair is 
another form of art,” he said. “I 
made good money and made a 
lot of friends. But it wasn’t my 
passion. I realized that at some 
point I would have to return to 
my first love – art.” 

During his years in high school 
in Montgomery County, he took 
advantage of the visual arts pro-
gram at Albert Einstein where he 

LIFESTYLE

The Strathmore in Potomac, Bus 
Boys & Poets and the Alchemy of 
Art Gallery in Baltimore, where 
he held his last show. 

Two of his portraits, of Bet-
te Davis and Marilyn Monroe, 
now hang on the walls of Car-
olina Kitchen, a popular Mary-
land-based restaurant. 

Of course, like any entrepre-
neur, Dike hopes that during his 
shows, someone will decide to 
purchase his work. But he said he 
has other goals too. 

“Whenever the spirit instructs 
me to paint, I do it and that 
could be anytime of the day or 
night,” he added. “But I really 
want my art to inspire and ele-
vate viewers to a higher state of 
consciousness. Art, and music as 
well, is good for the soul – both 
have healing powers.”  

For more about Dike or to pur-
chase his works, go to http://dike-ar-
tisticon.instaprints.com or email 
him at dike954@gmail.com  WI

5  Local visual artist Dike (pronounced “Dee-Kay”), “The Artist Icon,” show-
cases his artwork mixed with acrylic, glass and Swarovski crystals on Saturday, 
January 9 at the Victor L. Selman Gallery located inside the Brookland Art 
Space Lofts in NE DC. / Photo by Patricia Little
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Taraji Wins Golden Globe Award
Denzel  
Washington 
Honored
By Sarafina Wright
WI Staff Writer
@dreamersexpress

D.C.’s own Taraji P. Hensen, 45, 
stunned the 73rd Annual Golden 
Globe Awards when she won best 
performance by an actress in a TV 
drama series for her role as Cookie 
Lyon on Fox’s hit series “Empire.”. 

Fellow nominees for the cate-
gory included Viola Davis, Caitri-
ona Balfe, Eva Green and Robin 
Wright.

This is Hensen’s first nomina-
tion and win in this category. She 
is the third Black woman to win 
this award in the Globe’s 73-year 
history.

Gail Fisher won in 1973 for the 
series “Mannix” and Regina Taylor 
won in 1993 for “I’ll Fly Away.”

“Who knew that playing an 
ex-convict would take me all 
around the globe,” Hensen said. 
“I thought it would be Queenie, 
Will, I thought it would be my 
character from Karate Kid, but it’s 
Cookie, who spent 17 years in jail 
for selling crack, okay.”

Hensen’s acting career started 
20 years ago as an acting major at 
Howard University. She had mi-
nor speaking roles until the 2001 
release of John Singleton’s block-
buster “Baby Boy”.

Since then she has had a steady 
climb up the Hollywood ranks 
with films such as “Hustle & 
Flow,” David Fincher’s “The Curi-
ous Case of Benjamin Button” and 
“Think Like A Man.”

Hensen also saw success in tele-
vision with drama series such as 
“The Division,” “Boston Legal,” 
and “Person of Interest,” however, 
none of them garnered the acclaim 
of Fox’s “Empire” which debuted 
in the fall of 2014.

During her speech Hensen re-
ceived the wrap signal from pro-
ducers she responded in Lyon 
fashion:

“I’ve waited 20 years for this. 
You gon’ wait,” she said. “My fans 
have been praying for this, there all 
on Twitter like yeah I hope you get 
it! I need time.”

Other notable moments of 
the night include legendary actor 
Denzel Washington, 61, receiv-
ing the Cecil B. DeMille Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

The prestigious award is an hon-

orary Golden Globe bestowed by 
the Hollywood Foreign Press As-
sociation for outstanding contri-
butions to the world of entertain-
ment. 

Washington is the third African 
American to receive the honor fol-
lowing Sidney Poitier in 1982 and 
Morgan Freeman in 2012.

“I’m speechless, I thank the Hol-
lywood Foreign Press for support-
ing me over the years they always 
made me feel like a partner or a 
friend,” Washington said. 

“I want to thank my mother 
for convincing my father that we 
needed more than 25 watt bulbs, 
he thought that…yeah I need my 
glasses,” he said.

Although Washington couldn’t 
see his written prepared remarks 
he went on to thank his family and 
late former agents.

In his illustrious career Washing-
ton has won two Golden Globes 
for “Glory” in 1989 for Best Sup-
porting Actor and “The Hurri-
cane” in 1999 for Best Actor.

Sylvester Stallone, 69, another 
fan favorite, took home his first 
Golden Globe of his career for 
Best Supporting Actor in the 2015 
release of “Creed.”

“I’m gonna try not to get emo-
tional, because I am the sum total 
of everyone I ever met,” Stallone 
said. “Thank you to the Holly-
wood Foreign Press, last time I was 

here it was 1977 and I was hit by 
a tumbleweed. It was a long time 
ago.”

“I want to thank my wife and 
my children because actually hav-
ing your love is the greatest of all,” 
he said. “And most of all I want to 
thank my imaginary friend Rocky 
Balboa for being the best friend I 
ever had.”

Shortly after the awards Stallone 
received blowback for not thank-
ing Creed’s star Michael B. Jordan 
and director Ryan Coogler.

Two days later he took to Twit-
ter to apologize:

“Samuel Jackson is upset that 
I foolishly forgot to mention the 
brilliant Ryan Coogler and MB 
Jordan – he is right I owe them ev-
erything,” he wrote on Twitter.

WI

5  Taraji P. Henson / Photo courtesy of kirotv.com
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Feb. 2–7 • Opera House 
All performances 
include Alvin Ailey’s 
signature masterpiece 
REVELATIONS

PROGRAM A
Tue., Feb. 2 at 7 p.m.
Open Door (Ronald K. Brown)
Exodus (Rennie Harris)
Revelations (Alvin Ailey)

PROGRAM B 
Wed., Feb. 3 at 7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6 at 7 p.m.*
Open Door 
A Case of You (Judith Jamison)
No Longer Silent (Robert Battle)
Revelations

PROGRAM C
Thu., Feb. 4 at 7 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 7 at 1 p.m.
Blues Suite (Alvin Ailey)
Night Creature (Alvin Ailey)
Cry (Alvin Ailey)
Revelations

PROGRAM D
Fri., Feb. 5 at 7 p.m.
Piazzolla Caldera (Paul Taylor)
Awakening (Robert Battle)
Revelations

PROGRAM E
Sat., Feb. 6 at 1 p.m.
Followed by a FREE Explore the Arts 
post-performance discussion
ODETTA (Matthew Rushing)
Exodus
Revelations

Robert Battle
Artistic Director

Masazumi Chaya
Associate Artistic Director
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  
 KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG   (202) 467-4600
Tickets also available at the Box Office. Groups call (202) 416-8400.

CULTURAL
AMBASSADOR
    WORLDTO
THE

*Come early on Saturday to learn a few steps from Revelations on the Millennium Stage at 5:30 p.m.!

Explore the Arts is made possible by The Millennium Stage is brought to you by

LIFESTYLE

Playwright Takes on Workers’ Woes in ‘Sweat’
By Eve M. Ferguson
WI Contributing Writer 

Playwright Lynn Nottage has 
never been shy to take on the 
tough subjects, as evidenced in 

be part of the production at Or-
egon Shakes. There I was able to 
work closely with Lynn Nottage 
and Kate Whoriskey and really 
tackle this play.”

“I was very strongly familiar 
with Nottage’s work,” Tillman 
continued. “When I got the call 
and started auditioning, I made 
it a point to become more famil-
iar with her work, her style and 
invested in reading her plays. 
I wanted to really understand 
her style of writing, the way she 
presents her characters and the 
crafting of her stories.”

	 “Lynn’s writing is natu-
ral,” Tillman added. “When you 
are listening to it and engulfed 
in it, the conversations are more 
colloquial amongst the people. 
Lynn has a way of crafting the 
characters – they are so rich, so 
natural and just easy that you al-
most forget that you are doing a 
play. It’s very conversational.”

In its East Coast premiere, 

“Sweat” draws on the strength of 
all of its characters, rather than to 
focus on one or two main charac-
ters. As an ensemble piece, most 
of the original cast was retained 
while three new cast members 
were added for the run at Arena 
Stage, which begins on Jan. 15 
and runs through Feb. 21.

“The genius in Lynn’s writ-
ing is that the style defines the 
subject,” Whoriskey said. “The 
how defines the what. In writ-
ing a play it is customary to 
ask whose story it is. Usually a 
single protagonist is identified, 
but in ‘Sweat’ Lynn decided that 
the community is the protago-
nist in an age where unions are 
collapsing in favor of unbridled 
capitalism and self-marketing. 
Lynn changes the way we per-
ceive character. She asks us not 
to choose a lead to empathize 
with but to watch individuals 
as a group going through crisis 
together.”  WI

her latest play, “Sweat,” which is 
now playing at the Arena Stage. 

Nottage is perhaps best-
known from her play “Ruined,” 
which told the story of women 
who were raped in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Con-

go. Now Nottage addresses the 
hardships of working class Afri-
can-Americans in the blue-collar 
community of Reading, Penn-
sylvania.

“’Sweat’ takes place between 
2000 and 2008, and it tells the 
story of these factory workers 
in Reading and what happens 
when the resurgence of NAFTA, 
the North America Free Trade 
Agreement, comes into play,” 
said Trammell Tillman, who 
plays Chris. 

Trammell hails from the 
DMV, having cut his teeth 
doing church plays in Largo, 
Maryland, where he lived for 16 
years.

“All of these factory workers’ 
jobs are at stake,” he said. “We 
see the structure shift among 
this community of factory work-
ers — these families and friends. 
Chris, who is the son of a fac-
tory worker, as well as a factory 
worker himself, is caught in the 
middle of deciding which route 
to take, to stick with the union 
or just leave and pursue his own 
aspirations.”

Nottage spent two years re-
searching the play, traveling to 
Reading, which is known to 
be among the poorest cities in 
the United States, which was 
experiencing rising crime and 
unemployment. She spent time 
talking to steel workers in Read-
ing who had been locked out of 
their former factory jobs, which 
provided the basis for the story 
of “Sweat.”

As Nottage works with her 
frequent collaborator, director 
Kate Whoriskey, this world pre-
miere by the acclaimed Pulitzer 
Prize-winning artist explores 
America’s industrial decline as 
characters reclaim what’s lost, 
find redemption and redefine 
themselves in a new century. The 
work was co-commissioned with 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.

Tillman, who is making his 
Arena Stage debut, is one of the 
original cast members and spoke 
about working the legendary 
playwright on the original play 
at Oregon Shakes, as the festival 
is known colloquially.

“In the summer of 2015 I 
was doing a project and I got 
an email from a casting director 
from the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival asking if I was interest-
ed in working on a new play by 
Lynn Nottage, “Sweat,” and of 
course I said ‘yes.’ After a long, 
arduous process I was selected to 

5 Illustration by Gary Kelley for Oregon Shakespeare Festival’s Sweat, which 
runs January 15-February 21 at Arena Stage in the Mead Center for American 
Theater.
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Smithsonian
Anacostia Community Museum

The Annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Program

Friday, January 15, 2016
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Featuring Keynote Speaker
Dr. Khalil Gibran Muhammad

Director of the Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture

Baird Auditorium
National Museum of Natural History

10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW
Washington DC 20560

Performance by: 
Crazee Praize Nation 

This program is free and open to the public; however, 
reservations are required. To reserve your space, 

call 202.633.4875 or email ACMrsvp@si.edu

Presents

1901 Fort Place SE    
Washington DC 20020

Daily 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.    

Closed December 25

Main: 202.633.4869
Public Programs: 202.633.4844    

anacostia.si.edu

Bridging the Americas: Community and 
Belonging from Panama to Washington, D.C. 

on view indefinitely.

Opening Jan. 18, 2016
From the Permanent Collection, the Artists 

of the Spiral Collective, 1963-1965

“Looking Back, Moving Forward”

Photograph courtesy 
New York Public Library

through October 23, 2016

FREE

Searching for Peace in the Middle East
By Rachel Sudduth
WI Contributing Writer

The crowd leaned towards the 
stage in awe as actor and pro-
ducer Aaron Davidman transi-
tioned into more than 17 differ-
ent Palestinian Israeli, British, 
and American characters in his 
solo performance during open-
ing night showing of his ac-
claimed playwright, “Wrestling 
Jerusalem.” 

New Play, ‘Wrestling Jerusalem,’ Addresses Challenges of Daily Life
The dynamic solo perfor-

mance will run until January 26 
in Northeast at the Mosaic The-
ater, as part of the Voices From a 
Changing Middle East Festival. 
The five-play festival features 
well-known Israeli, Arab and 
American artists from all over 
the world, traveling to several 
destinations in the U.S.  

According to a Mosaic The-
ater press release, Davidman 
says he wrote the play to answer 

the question, “How do you feel 
about what’s going on in Israel?” 
Davidman continues, “’Wres-
tling Jerusalem’ presents a range 
of voices . . . who each have re-
flections about their lives that 
illuminate aspects of the conflict 
and, hopefully, open our hearts 
to their perspectives.” 

Davidman sets the scene of 
the play by describing his first 
trip to Israel in which he was al-
lowed to stay free of charge in a 
hostel as he further studied the 
Jewish written law, The Torah. 
He takes a journey to Israel in 
search of answers to one contro-
versial question of the reasoning 
behind the reality of the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict. 

Through twists and psyche 
voices of everyday citizens in the 
Middle East, viewers are able 
to understand the argument 
and adversities each individual 
struggles with regardless of eth-
nic and religious background. 

Names of several wars and 
massacre ring out from Da-
vidman’s voice, he screams, 
“1944-Massacre of Muslims” 
and “1948-War of Indepen-

dence,” painting the picture of 
the beginning of generational 
terror. 

Yet, Davidman intertwines 
the expression of how many re-
ligious believers fight to accom-
plish peace in the Middle East. 

Davidman correlates the Mus-
lim religious beliefs to those who 
follow Christ. One character 
he performs says that Muslims 
“worship only Allah (God) and 
no other, while respecting all 
religion.” Popular religious be-
liefs including Christianity and 
Judaism teachings demonstrat-
ed throughout the play reveal a 
universal desire for world peace. 

“Babies feel what we feel, if 
the parents do not feel safe nei-
ther will the baby,” said David-
man as he explains the psycho-

5  Writer and performer Aaron 
Davidman in Wrestling Jerusalem at 
Mosaic Theater Company of DC Jan. 
6-24, 2016. / Photo by Teddy Wolff

4 Wrestling Jerusalem writer and 
performer Aaron Davidman with 
Founding Artistic Director Ari Roth. 
/ Photo by Teddy Wolff

logical birth of the distraught 
younger generations growing up 
in the Middle East.

 From the first Arab-Israeli 
War, tension between Arabs and 
Jews along with British forces 
have left an enduring mark on 
teens who are forced to live in 
constant fear of mass weapons of 
destruction. 

For those who wonder wheth-
er Israel is a true democracy, Da-
vidman expresses the contrast of 
feelings toward this idea from 
the various perspectives of Israeli 
Jews and Israeli Arabs. 

“Wrestling Jerusalem” calls for 
an end to human generation sac-
rifice and the resolution of pent 
up anger from years of conflict. 

It is a play that is well worth 
the price of admission.   WI
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“Women Who Broke 
the Rules: Coretta 
Scott King”
by Kathleen Krull, 
illustrated by Laura Freeman
c.2015, Bloomsbury		
$16.99 / $19.99 Canada
48 pages

WI Book 
Review A

Leaders come from surprising places. 
The quiet girl that sits the next row over 

may know how to inspire people. The know-
it-all in your class could own a business in the 
future. The kid everybody picks on might be-
come President. But in the new book “Wom-
en Who Broke the Rules: Coretta Scott King 
by Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Laura Free-
man, you’ll read about one woman who didn’t 
necessarily want to be a leader. She only want-
ed to sing.

Born in April 1927, Coretta Scott grew up 
on her family’s farm and was “a bit sheltered” 
as a girl; still, she was very aware that some 
things were unfair, which always made her 
angry. Everybody in Marion, Alabama, knew 
Coretta was a fighter, that she had “the guts 

to climb up and over the Rules,” and that she had a temper, but there was one 
thing that calmed her: music.  

Because her mother was the church pianist, Coretta was encouraged to sing 
solos as a very small child. She was known to rush through chores so she could 
spend time with her music; in high school, she was the school’s most promising 
singer-musician. Later, she landed a scholarship at an Ohio college, where she 
studied music and education, “in case a career in singing didn’t work out.” From 
there, she attended the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston.

Six months after arriving in Boston, she was introduced to a man named 
Martin.

At first, Coretta didn’t think much of Martin Luther King, Jr. He wasn’t her 
type, and he was awfully outspoken. On the other hand, he spun dreams of a 
wonderful future. Their dates led her to a church, to a concert, dancing, and 
eventually to marriage. 

But being the wife of Martin Luther King, Jr. wasn’t always a happy life. 
Coretta worried about Martin constantly, though she was proud of him. Their 
work together on boycotts was making change, but there was always danger. She 
could do what she needed to do, though – as long as she had her music.

I have to say that I was pleasantly surprised by “Women Who Broke the 
Rules: Coretta Scott King.” 

So many biographies of King begin with her marriage to Martin, but au-
thor Kathleen Krull starts much earlier, putting an emphasis on Coretta Scott 
King’s lifelong love of music and her desire to have a career, despite that woman 
generally didn’t do that sort of thing back then. That gives the story a tone of 
determination and quiet inspiration, a note that gets louder as the book pro-
gresses. I especially like that Krull writes at length of King as a child, which will 
resonate with young readers who likely won’t have any first-hand memories of 
this remarkable woman.

Don’t feel guilty for enjoying this book before you give it to your 9-to-12-
year-old. It’s a quick and pleasant story you’ll both like; in fact, if your child 
needs a biography to read this spring, you can put “Women Who Broke the 
Rules: Coretta Scott King” in the lead. WI

LIFESTYLE

ARIES This week you need to balance keeping your eyes on the heavens and your 
head here on earth. Much work needs to be done before you can accomplish the 
task before you. If you let yourself, you can get a lot done this week. Soul Affirma-
tion: I reward myself with high opinions of myself.
 Lucky Numbers:  18, 21, 30

TAURUS Details might trouble you early in the week, but you don’t have to go 
with that flow of energy. You can choose to focus your attention on the now and 
work through each task patiently. Things will clear up quickly if you forego idle 
dreams. Soul Affirmation: I search for ways to improve the way I see life.  Lucky 
Numbers:  3, 17, 30

GEMINI A slight adjustment in your attitude could create a whole new vista for 
your outlook. What you think is not in conflict with what you do; it simply de-
scribes it. Look for a new way to describe your ideas and thoughts. Soul Affirma-
tion: Happiness rules my week this week.  Lucky Numbers:  36, 39, 53

CANCER A spirit of rivalry may have you envious this week. Forget about com-
petition. Celebrate your uniqueness and know that no one really ever competes 
with you in the matter most essential -your good feelings about yourself.  A good 
friend is waiting with a great surprise. Soul Affirmation: I allow the world to bring 
me my surprise.  Lucky Numbers: 1, 23, 41

LEO It’s a week tailor-made for your energies, so get out there and let every perfect 
moment flow toward you. You’ve got an abundance of pleasant feelings why not 
spread them around? Soul Affirmation: This week I forgive myself for everything 
that has happened.  Lucky Numbers: 23, 34, 52

VIRGO Remember that you are an intensely physical sign, and you need to move 
your body in order to relax. Take a walk, go for a swim, play tennis, or scrub that 
kitchen floor. However you choose to move, you’ll liberate your spirit and relax at 
the same time. Get going! Soul Affirmation: Success is mine because I feel success-
ful.  Lucky Numbers: 32, 47, 54

LIBRA You start the week feeling peaceful and wise. Discussions with a close 
friend may reveal the source of your inner freedom in a very tangible way. So talk 
about it. You’ve got everything good to gain. 
Soul Affirmation: I let go of the old in order to make room for the new.  Lucky 
Numbers: 16, 28, 29

SCORPIO A message this week may necessitate travel on your part, and you 
may feel obligated to do something you don’t want to. Let the energy flow past you 
and do what you think is best. Who you are is who you are—be glad about it! Soul 
Affirmation: Time is the greatest peacemaker of them all.
 Lucky Numbers: 12, 17, 22 

SAGITTARIUS Accomplishment gives you a feeling of personal satisfaction this 
week, and you’ll feel very happy with your abilities. Take care not to quarrel with a 
friend; be tactful when asked for your “honest” opinion! Let minor irritations pass 
you by, and you’ll find your way into a very romantic mood. Soul Affirmation: I am 
willing to do more than my part to get the job done this week. Lucky Numbers: 
33, 46, 55
 
CAPRICORN Avoid getting involved in any office politics or family feuds this 
week. The week’s energy is excitable, but not necessarily exciting. Do your own 
thing and be proud of what you do. Let others do their own thing, so long as it 
doesn’t hurt anyone. Soul Affirmation: A week of rejoicing is upon me. I celebrate.  
Lucky Numbers:  2, 40, 45

AQUARIUS Do you realize that you are the only one who can tell you what to 
think and how to feel? Let go of any behaviors that are keeping you from achieving 
the things you want to achieve. Be creative and positive this week. Soul Affirmation: 
All that I need is within me.  Lucky Numbers:  20, 34, 45

PISCES Any nervous energy you may be feeling can be dispelled with some 
physical activity. You are doing just fine, so take long walks or try a yoga class and 
leave your worries behind you. Everything is working out in a perfect way. Soul 
Affirmation: The grandeur of my presence reflects the sunshine of my soul.  Lucky 
Numbers:  4, 37, 53
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Redskins Fans 
Enjoy Tailgating 

Festivities 

3 Mike Jones family and friends came from Maryland and 
Virginia to tailgate prior to the Redskins vs. Green Bay Packers 
football game on Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field in Landover. 
/ Photo by John E. De Freitas

6 Vernon Harrison, supervisor of Sports and Facility Events 
(S.A.F. E.), gives instructions to some members who were 
assigned the task of helping spectators cross the streets safely as they 
try to get to the Redskins vs. Green Bay Packers football game on 
Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field in Landover.  / Photo by John 
E. De Freitas

5 The Deakin family and friends drove from Brookfield Connecticut,  a total of four hours, to roots for the Redskins who 
took on the Green Bay Packers in the playoff game on Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field in Landover. / Photo by John E. De 
Freitas

6 Alfreda Thomas and family who were Redskins season ticket holders since the team played at the old Griffith Stadium in 
D.C. came four hours prior to the game to tailgate prior to the Redskins vs. Green Bay Packers football game on Sunday, Jan. 
10 at FedEx Field in Landover. / Photo by John E. De Freitas

5 Redskins center back Will Blackmon stops to sign autographs prior to the 
NFL football post season action on Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field in Landover. / 
Photo by John E. De Freitas



  JAN. 14 - 20, 2016  35

Green Bay 
Defeats 

Washington 
Redskins, 

35-18

5 Packers running back James Starks runs past Redskins center back Bashaud Breeland for a touchdown during NFL football action on Sunday, Jan.10 at 
Fed Ex Field in Landover. The Packers defeated the Redskins 35-18. / Photo by John E. De Freitas

4 Green Bay Packers wide receiver James Jones 
is tackled by Redskins Will Compton and Dashon 
Phillips during NFL post season football action on 
Sunday, Jan.10 at FedEx Field in Landover. The 
Packers defeated the Redskins 35-18. / Photo by 
John E. De Freitas

5 Redskins tight end Jordan Reed breaks away from Green 
Bay Micah Hyde and Ha Ha Clinton-Dix to score a touch-
down in the second quarter of National Football League (NFL) 
post season playoff game on Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field 
in Landover. The Packers defeated the Redskins 35-18 before 
81,327 fans. / Photo by John E. De Freitas

6 Redskins tight end Jordan Reed breaks away from Green 
Bay Micah Hyde and Ha Ha Clinton-Dix to score a touch-
down in the second quarter of National Football League (NFL) 
post season playoff game on Sunday, Jan. 10 at FedEx Field 
in Landover. The Packers defeated the Redskins 35-18 before 
81,327 fans. / Photo by John E. De Freitas

SPORTS

6 Redskins quarter back Kirk Cousins gets protection from his players and pressure from his opponents during NFL post season football action on Sunday, 
Jan. 10 at FedEx Field in Landover. The Packers defeated the Redskins 35-18. / Photo by John E. De Freitas
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5Low income and homeless residents have the opportunity to receive gently used coats and a 
sack of potatoes at the Helping Hands Inc., annual coat and potato give-away on Saturday, Jan. 
9 at the DC Armory in Southeast. / Photo by Patricia Little

3Steve Burnham, Safeway division president, 
and Stacey Brown, vice president of government 
affairs, speak about Safeway’s mission to fight 
hunger in the Washington area at the Capital 
Area Food Bank, on Wednesday, Jan. 6 in 
Northeast. / Photo by Roy Lewis

CAPTURE THE MOMENT

3Dan Pitts of Fellowship Lodge 26 breaks open a bale 
of gently used clothes at the Helping Hands Inc., annual 
coat and potato give-away on Saturday, Jan. 9 at the DC 
Armory in Southeast.  / Photo by Patricia Little

6Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew, Ambassador Andrew Young, and Alden 
McDonald Jr., president and CEO of Liberty Bank and Trust, serve as guest 
speakers at the Freedman’s Bank Naming Ceremony on Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016 
at the U.S. Department of the Treasury in Northwest. / Photo by Patricia Little

6C.T. Vivian, minister and close friend to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., John Bryant, CEO and founder 
of Operation Hope, and Alden McDonald Jr, president and CEO of Liberty Bank and Trust, take a group 
photo after the unveiling of the Freedman’s Bank Building sign at the Freedman’s Bank Naming Ceremony 
on Thursday, Jan. 7 at the U.S. Department of the Treasury in Northwest.  / Photo by Patricia Little
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Be twice as happy...

BUY 
THIS 

ROOM

 GET THISROOM
FREE!

Buy one room,
Get a second room 

FREEsale 
six take

45% 
OFF* 

extra
20% 
OFF* 

+hour

ROCKVILLE, MD
725 Rockville Pike
(301) 738-9000

ALEXANDRIA, VA
5650 Gen. Washington Dr.
(703) 941-0800

LAUREL, MD
13450 Baltimore Ave.
(301) 419-3400

FORESTVILLE, MD
3300 Marlo Lane
(301) 735-2000

FREDERICKSBURG, VA
LIQUIDATION CENTER
4040 Plank Road
540-785-2635

*Buy One Get One Free applies to furniture only. Second item must be of equal or lesser price. Financing is available. See store for details or apply online at marlofurniture.com. 
Free Delivery and set-up is with $1599 minimum purchase and to our normal local delivery area only.  

Buy one Serta Perfect Sleeper mattress set, get a second set FREE!

bring your style to life  |  www.marlofurniture.com
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RELIGION

!

ATTENTION MARYLANDERS WITH HOMES CONSTRUCTED 
BEWEEN 1989 -2009 THAT HAVE FLEXIBLE CORRUGATED 

STAINLESS STEEL GAS PIPE (CSST)  

We represent CSST homeowners in a class action to recover inspection 
and repair costs from the manufacturers of this product. If your home was 
built with CSST, you may be entitled to a free inspection, repairs or 
replacement.    

Call (202) 640-1166 or email “CSST” to info@wbmllp.com for more 
information. 

GARY E. MASON 
WHITFIELD BRYSON & MASON LLP 

1625 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Ste. 605, Washington, DC 20036 
No specific results implied 

{2x2;v1}

Provided by the publishers of the
Mid-Atlantic Community Papers Association

Contact 800-450-7227 to include your event with Mid-Atlantic Events.

Do you have an event you want to promote?
We can help you reach more than 
a million households in your area!

Find out more at www.midatlanticevents.com

THIS AD  
FOR SALE!

Press Service 
2000 Capital Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401

SPREAD YOUR MESSAGE 
to over 4 Million readers 
with an ad this size for 

just $1,450! For a limited 
time, BUY 4 ADS,
GET ONE FREE!*

CALL TODAY!
1-855-721-6332

Wanda Smith, ext. 6 
www.mddcpress.com

*Certain conditions apply.

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

8001- CAR LANGE--

View
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View

Sports Photos 
by John De Freitas

at: 

TRAFFIC FINES from Page 8

REAL PEOPLE 
        REAL DESIRE 
                REAL FUN.

Try FREE: 202-448-0409
Ahora español/18+

Meet sexy friends 
who really get your vibe...  

Try FREE: 800-603-6297

18+

havior] I think will be a win.”
Dormsjo said the fines would 

align the District with other 
states. For example, he said 
nine states have a maximum 
speeding penalty of $1,000 
and 13 states have maximum 
fines equal to, or lower than 
the District.

He said from 2010 to 2014, 
the District issued about 
17,380 citations for driving 
more than 25 mph over the 
speed limit. About 60 percent 
were on city streets and the 
remaining 40 percent on free-
ways, or interstates, he said.

Meanwhile, the  depart-
ment had given a 30-day peri-
od from Dec. 11 for residents, 
business owners and others to 
provide verbal or written com-
ments on the plan, but Dorms-
jo said it will be extended until 
Jan. 31.

“The proposed fines are a 
starting point,” he said. “Our 
goal is safety and if there are 
ways to modify the proposed 
regulations to achieve this goal, 
we are very open to them.”

Councilwoman Mary Cheh 
(Ward 3), who chairs council’s 
transportation and environ-
ment committee, said there 
are other ways to deter people 
from speeding. For example, 
she supports cameras at every 
traffic light in the city.

In regards to the higher traf-
fic fines, Cheh said it would 
hurt low-income residents.

“We know that poor people 
are ensnared by major fines in 
other aspects of our system of 
justice . . . and it’s a downward 
spiral,” she said. “I know there 
are folks who say, ‘if you can’t 
pay the fine, then don’t do the 
crime.’ But that’s too simplis-
tic and it doesn’t really respond 
to the idea about legitimacy 
and proportionality.”

Not everyone chastised the 
fine increases.

Tamara Evans, advocacy di-
rector with the Washington 
Area Bicyclist Association in 
Northwest, said safety should 
be the top priority.

“I think the focus is way too 
much on money and less on 
the behavior. When a person 
is driving more than 25 miles 
per hour over the speed limit 
and if they hit a person, that 
person is going to die,” she 
said. “We want to send a clear 
signal that the most egregious 
and dangerous behaviors on 
our roads have serious conse-
quences.”  WI
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CHURCH  LAWYERS
(301) 864-6070

jmccollum@jmlaw.netwww.jmlaw.net (301) 864-6070
SERVING MARYLAND, DC, & NORTH CAROLINA

MCCOLLUM & ASSOCIATES, LLC

Organizational Formation, Governance Issues,
First Ammendment, Church Employment, 
Ministerial Exception, Maintenance Issues,

Risk Management, Safety and Security Issues, 
and Real Property Law 

The Griffin Firm, PLLC

Committed to providing services and supports to increase 
the capacity of individuals, businesses, and communities.

• Estate planning and probate
• Medicaid planning
• Elder law
• Business and succession planning/ coaching
• Workshops and seminars on legacy creation 

for economic strength

Aimee D. Griffin, Esq.,
The Griffin Firm, PLLC
5335 Wisconsin Ave NW
Suite 440
Washington DC 20015
www.thegriffinfirm-PLLC.com

202-379-4738

4275 4th Street, S.E.
Washington, DC 20034 
Phone: 202-746-0113
Fax: 301-843-2445

Virgil K. Thomas, Sr.
Senior Pastor/ Teacher

Services & Times
Sunday School   8 – 9 AM
Worship Service 9 – 11 AM

Tuesday Night Bible Study 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Wednesday Daytime Bible Study 11 AM – 12:30 PM

Motto : “A Great Commitment to the Great Commandment”
Website: www.turningheartschurchdc.org

Email: faithdefender@verizon.net

Turning Hearts 
Church

The Reverend Lyndon Shakespeare
Interim Priest 

Foggy Bottom • Founded in 1867 
728 23rd Street, NW • Washington, DC 20037 

Church office: 202-333-3985 • Fax : 202-338-4958

Worship Services
Sundays: 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

with Music and Hymns
Wednesdays: 12:10 p.m. - Holy Eucharist

www.stmarysfoggybottom.org 
Email: stmarysoffice@stmarysfoggybottom.org

  
All are welcome to St. Mary’s to 
Learn, Worship, and Grow. 

Historic St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church

with Lyndia Grant

THE RELIGION CORNER

When We Fail to Plan,  
We Plan to Fail

We’ve been teaching the 13 
principles to success researched for 
20 years by the late Napoleon Hill, 
author of the best-selling book 
“Think and Grow Rich.” Hill re-
minds us, “Richness is whatever 
it is you happen to want.” This 
week, we talk about the need to 
move toward your goal with an-
other of Hill’s principles discovered 
during his years of study. Hill was 
a God-fearing man. He studied 
the Holy Bible six hours every day, 
three hours in the mornings and 
another three hours every night.  

This principle is called “Orga-
nized Planning.” Every man needs 
a plan to get to his goal. Once you 
have a plan you will know what 
steps are next. You’ve heard the cli-
ché - If we fail to plan, we plan to 
fail. 

As you travel along life’s journey, 
unfortunately, you will see detours, 
you may get lost, the road is often 
bumpy and potholes abound, but 
without disciplined planning you 
may not last. Stay inspired! 

Here are some affirmations to 
repeat daily. God created the Earth 
with spoken words. Say, “I feel 
good now; my worthiness is not in 
question; the Bible says anything 
I desire, can be mine; I am eager, 
full of life; I feel clear minded, ad-
venturous, steady, confident, ready, 
fantastic, sure, unlimited, never 
finished, always unfolding, and I’m 
led by The Holy Spirit.” Therefore, 
anything I want to know the Holy 
Spirit will answer. 

When God gave you the idea of 
your dreams, it was just for you. 
I often remind my readers how 
no one other than you can know 

what God has said to you. Stay 
away from wondering “how” your 
plans will materialize. That is the 
providence of God.” Write careful-
ly those thoughts given to you by 
the Holy Spirit. Make organized 
plans.  Then tweak those plans 
with the help of your role-model 
or mentor, someone you’re sure 
who knows.  

As you work your plan, go into 
action out in the world where 
God can inspire and put needed 
resources in your path, and watch 
miracles begin to happen. Your 
faith will have such a strong effect 
on manifesting those dreams into 
reality, you will be shocked. Ac-
cording to Neale Donald Walsch’s 
“Conversations With God,” he 
says, “There are no “dues to pay” 
for miracles. After all, in the Word, 
The Savior tells us to seek and we 
shall find, knock and the door 
shall be opened to us, ask, and it 
shall be given. 

As you move toward your seem-
ingly impossible goal, keep your 
mind stayed on Jesus, pray with-
out ceasing, and renew your mind 
daily. Don’t allow negativity to get 
in. Never mind what you think if 
those upstream thoughts do come 
along occasionally; never mind 
what “they” say - those hideous 
comments that anger or hurt.  
Keep working your plans, and go 
with the flow. The stream of life 
will take you down the river with 
ease! 

Let’s say you want to start a non-
profit business. Plan first things 
first:  1-Do you have a burning de-
sire, faith, and do you utilize your 
imagination?  If so, 2-write your 

business plan; 3-file your articles of 
incorporation; 4-ask IRS for your 
EIN number; 5-open a business 
bank account; and 6-file for your 
501c-3 status. It must be done or-
derly one step after the other. 

The Bible has many instances 
where planning was of value. The 
Parable of the 10 Virgins shows 
how planning and preparation 
made the difference: Matthew 
25: vs 1-13 this lesson involves a 
strange marriage custom we don’t 
fully understand, but the message 
rings loud and clear … the wise 
servant of God is the one who 
cares enough to plan and prepare. 
The wise virgins were prepared 
for the unexpected delay of the 
Groom.   WI

Lyndia Grant is an author, inspi-
rational and motivational speaker, 
radio talk show host and colum-
nist; visit her new website at www.
lyndiagrant.com and call 202-558-
2107. Tune in Fridays at 6 p.m. 
to the radio talk show, 1340 AM, 
WYCB, a Radio One Station.

RELIGION
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2562 MLK Jr. Ave., S E
Washington, DC  20020

Adm. Office 202-678-2263
Email: Campbell@mycame.org

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 am
Sunday Church School:  8:45 am

 Bible Study
Wednesday: 12:00 Noon

Wednesday: 7:00 pm
Thursday: 7: pm

“Reaching Up To Reach Out”

Mailing Address 
Campbell AME Church
2502 Stanton Road SE

Washington, DC  20020

Campbell AME Church
Rev. Dr. Henry Y. White

 Allen Chapel 
A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Michael E. Bell, Sr., • Pastor

2498 Alabama Ave., SE • Washington D.C.  20020
Office: (202) 889-7296  Fax: (202) 889-2198 • www.acamec.org

2008: The Year of New Beginnings “Expect the Extraordinary”

Sunday Worship Services: 8:00am and 11:00am
Sunday Church School - 9:15am & Sunday Adult Forum Bible Study - 10:30am

2nd  & 4th Monday Women’s Bible Study: 6:30pm
Tuesday Jr./Sr. Bible Study: 10:00am
Tuesday Topical Bible Study: 6:30pm

Tuesday New Beginnings Bible Study: 6:30pm
Wednesday Pastoral Bible Study: 6:30pm 

Wednesday Children’s Bible Study: 6:30pm
Thursday Men’s Bible Study: 6:30pm

Friday before 1st Sunday Praise & Worship Service: 6:30pm
Saturday Adult Bible Study: 10:00am

“The Amazing, Awesome, Audacious Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church”

Rev. John  W. Davis, Pastor

5101 14th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20011

202-726-2220/ 202-726-9089

Sunday Worship Service:
8:00am and 11:00am

Sunday School: 9:15am

Holy Communion 4th Sunday 10:00am
Prayer and Bible Study

Wednesday 7:00pm

TV Ministry –Channel 6
Wednesday 10:00pm

gsccm.administration@verizon.net

Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church

Rev. Cheryl J. Sanders, Th.D.
Senior Pastor

1204 Third Street, NW
Washington, DC  20001

202-347-5889 office
202-638-1803 fax

Sunday School: 9:30am
Sunday Worship: 11:00am

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study:  
Wed. 7:30pm

“Ambassadors for Christ to  
the Nation’s Capital”

www.thirdstreet.org

Third Street 
Church of God

Bishop Lanier C. Twyman, Sr. 
Senior Pastor 

5757 Temple Hill Road, Temple Hills, MD 20748
Office 301-899-8885 – fax 301-899-2555

Sunday Early Morning Worship: 7:45am
Church School: 9:30am

Sunday  Morning Worship: 10:45am
Tuesday:  

7:00pm/Kingdom Building Bible Institute
Wednesday: Prayer/Praise/Bible Study-7:30 pm

Baptism & Communion Service:  
4th Sunday – 10:30am

“We are one in the Spirit”
www.ssbc5757.org

e-mail: ssbc5757@verizon.net

St. Stephen  
Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Alton W. Jordan
Pastor

800 I Street, NE • Washington, DC 20002
202-548-0707

Fax No. 202-548-0703

Sunday Morning Worship: 11:00am
Holy Communion: 1st Sunday

Sunday School: 9:45am
Men’s Monday Bible Study: 7:00pm

Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7:00pm
Women’s Ministry Bible Study: 3rd Friday 

-7:00pm
Computer Classes: Announced

Family and Marital Counseling by appointment
E-mail: Crusadersbaptistchurch@verizon.net

www.CrusadersBaptistChurch.org 

Reverend Dr. Calvin L. Matthews • Senior Pastor
1200 Isle of Patmos Plaza, Northeast

Washington, DC 20018 
Office: (202) 529-6767
Fax: (202) 526-1661

Sunday Worship Services:  7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   
Holy Communion:  2nd Sunday at 7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School: 9:20 a.m.
Seniors Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Noon Day Prayer Service:  Tuesdays at Noon

Bible Study: Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Motto:  “A Ministry of Reconciliation Where Everybody is 

Somebody!”
Website:  http://isleofpatmosbc.org

Church Email:  ipbcsecretary@verizon.net

Crusader Baptist 
Church

Isle of Patmos 
Baptist Church

Drs. Dennis W. & Christine Y. Wiley
Pastors

3845 South Capitol Street
Washington, DC  20032
(202) 562-5576 (Office)
(202) 562-4219 (Fax)

Services and Times:
Sundays: 10:00am Worship Services

Bible Study: Wonderful Wednesdays in Worship 
and the Word Bible Study Wednesdays 

12:00 Noon; 6:30pm (dinner @ 5:30pm)
Sunday School: 9:00am – Hour of Power

“An inclusive ministry where all are 
welcomed and affirmed.”

www.covenantbaptistdc.org

Covenant Baptist  
United Church of Christ

Joseph N. Evans, Ph.D
Senior Pastor

901 Third Street N.W.
Washington, DC. 20001
Phone (202) 842-3411
Fax (202) 682-9423

Sunday Church School : 9:00am 
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:10am 

Bible Study Tuesday: 6: 00pm 
Prayer Service Tuesday: 7:00pm 

Holy Communion:  3rd Sunday 10:10am 

themcbc.org

Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church

ST Marks Baptist 

Come Worship 
with us...

St. Mark's Baptist Church
624 Underwood Street, NW

Washington, dc 20011

Dr. Raymond T. Matthews, 
Pastor and First Lady Marcia Matthews

Sunday School: 9:00am
Worship Service: 10:00am

Wed. Noon Day prayer service
Thur. Prayer service: 6:45pm 

Thur. Bible Study: 7:15pm

Bishop Alfred A. Owens, Jr.; Senior Bishop
& Evangelist Susie C. Owens – Co-Pastor

610 Rhode Island Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002

(202) 529-4547 office • (202) 529-4495 fax

Sunday Worship Service: 8 AM and 10:45am
Sunday Youth Worship Services:

1st & 4th 10:45am; 804 R.I. Ave., NE
5th 8 AM & 10:45am; Main Church

Prayer Services
Tuesday – Noon, Wednesday 6am & 6:30pm

Calvary Bible Institute: Year-Round
Contact Church

Communion Every 3rd Sunday
The Church in The Hood that will do you Good!

www.gmchc.org

Greater Mt. Calvary 
Holy Church

Dr. Dekontee L. & Dr. Ayele A. Johnson
Pastors

4001 14th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011
(202) 265-6147 Office

1-800 576-1047 Voicemail/Fax

Schedule of Services:
Sunday School: 9:30am

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 11:00am
Communion Service: First Sunday

Prayer Service/Bible Study: Tuesday, 6:30pm

www.blessedwordoflifechurch.org
e-mail: church@blessedwordoflifechurch.org

Blessed Word  
of Life Church

Pilgrim Baptist 
Church

Rev. Louis B. Jones II 
Pastor

 
 700 I Street, N.E.  Washington, D.C.  20002

(202) 547-8849
 

Worship Sundays: 7:30 & 11:00am
5th Sundays: 9:30am

3rd Sundays:  
Baptism & Holy Communion

Prayer & Praise:  
Wednesdays @ Noon & 6:30pm

 
www.pilgrimbaptistdc.org

Church of 
Living Waters

Rev. Paul Carrette Senior Pastor
Harold Andrew, Assistant Pastor

4915 Wheeler Road
Oxon Hill, MD 20745

301-894-6464

Schedule of Service
Sunday Service: 8:30am& 11:00am

Bible Study: Wednesday 7:30pm
Communion Service: First Sunday

     www.livingwatersmd.org

(Disciples of Christ)
1812 12th Street, NW•Washington, DC 20009

Phone: 202-265-4494  
Fax: 202 265 4340

Reverend Dr. Paul H. Saddler
Senior Pastor

Service and Times
 Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 am          

 Communion every Sunday: 11:00 am      
Sunday School: 10:00 am

Bible Study Tuesday: 12 Noon
Pastor’s Bible Study Tuesday: 6:30 pm

Motto: “Discover Something Wonderful”
Website:  12thscc.org                                

Email: Twelfthstcc@aol.com

Twelfth Street 
Christian Church

l Copies
l Color Copies
l fax services
l tee shirts
l scan & email service
l lamination

Quality Printers
301 kennedy street, nW
Washington, DC 20011

tel:  202-291-6565 

ChurCh Printing

20% Off
PrOgrams 

&
BOOklets

RELIGION
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Rev. Dr. H. B. Sampson, III
Pastor

2914 Bladensburg Road, NE Wash., DC 20018
      Office:    (202) 529-3180

       Fax:         (202) 529-7738
Order of Services

    Worship Service:  7:30 a.m.
    Sunday School:    9:00 a.m.
    Worship Service:  10:30 a.m.

    Holy Communion:  4th Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 10:30a.m.
Prayer Services:

Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 12 Noon

   Email:mthoreb@mthoreb.org
   Website:www.mthoreb.org

For further information, please contact me at 
(202) 529-3180.

Mt.  Horeb 
Baptist  Church

Dr. Lucius M. Dalton, Senior Pastor

1636 East Capitol Street, NE
Washington, DC 20003

Telephone: 202-544-5588   Fax: 202-544-2964

Sunday Worship Services: 7:45 am and 10:45 am
Holy Communion: 1st Sundays at 7:45 am and 

10:45 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am

Prayer & Praise Service: Tuesdays at 12 noon and 
6:30 pm

Bible Study: Tuesdays at 1 pm and 7 pm
Youth Bible Study: Fridays at 7 pm

Web: www.mountmoriahchurch.org
Email: mtmoriah@mountmoriahchurch.org

Damion M. Briggs
Pastor

8213 Manson Street
Landover, MD 20785

Tel: (301) 322-9787 Fax: (301) 322-9240

Service and Times:
Early Morning Message 7:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship Service  10:00 AM
Sunday Church School  9:00 AM

Holy Communion 1st Sunday 7:30 AM & 10:00 AM
Prayer, Praise and Testimony  Wednesday  7:00 PM

Bible Study  Wednesday  7:30 PM

“Real Worship for Real People”
Website: www.easterncommunity.org

Church Email Address: ecc@easterncommunity.org

Mount Moriah 
Baptist Church

Eastern Community 
Baptist Church

Rev. Stephen E. Tucker
Senior Pastor

13701 Old Jericho Park Road
Bowie, MD.  20720

(301) 262-0560

Services:
Sunday Worship   11 AM
Sunday School  10 AM

Wednesday Mid-Week Worship, Prayer & Bible 
Study - Wed. 7 PM

“A Church Where Love Is  Essential and 
Praise is Intentional”

New 
Commandment 
Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Michael T. Bell

712 18th Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002

Phone 202-399-3450/ Fax 202-398-8836

Sunday Morning Worship Service 
7:15 am & 10:50 am 

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship Service 10:50am 

Wednesday Prayer & Testimonies Service 7:30pm
Wednesday School of the Bible 8:00pm
Wednesday - Midweek Prayer Service - 

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

“The Loving Church of the living lord “ 
 Email Address pbcexec@verizon.net

Peace Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. James Coleman
Pastor

2001 North Capitol St, N.E. • Washington, DC 20002
Phone  (202) 832-9591

Sunday Church School – 9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service – 11:00 AM

Holy Communion – 1st Sunday at 11:00 AM
Prayer – Wednesdays, 6:00 PM

Bible Study – Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
Christian Education 

School of Biblical Knowledge
      Saturdays, 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM, 

Call for Registration

 Website:  www.allnationsbaptistchurch.com
All Nations Baptist Church – A Church of Standards

All Nations 
Baptist Church 

Rev. Dr. Clinton W. Austin
Pastor

2409 Ainger Pl.,SE – WDC 20020
(202) 678-0884 – Office
(202) 678-0885 – Fax

“Come Grow With Us and Establish 
a Blessed Family”
Sunday Worship

7:30am  & 10:45am
Baptism/Holy Communion

3rd Sunday
Family Bible Study
Tuesdays – 6:30pm

Prayer Service
Tuesdays – 8:00pm

www.emmanuelbaptistchurchdc.org

Emmanuel
Baptist Church

Dr. Earl D. Trent  
Senior Pastor

623 Florida Ave.. NW  •  WDC. 20001
Church (202) 667-3409 • Study (202) 265-0836

Home Study (301) 464-8211 • Fax (202) 483-4009

Sunday Worship Services:  10:00 a.m.
Sunday Church School:  8:45 – 9:45 a.m.

Holy Communion:  Every First Sunday
Intercessory Prayer:  

Monday – 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study:

Wednesday –7:45 p.m.
Midweek Prayer: 

Wednesday – 7:00 p.m.
Noonday Prayer  Every Thursday

Florida   Avenue 
Baptist Church

Holy Trinity
United Baptist  
Church

Rev. Dr. George C. Gilbert
 SR. Pastor

4504 Gault Place, N.E.
Washington, D.C 20019
202-397-7775 – 7184

9:30AM. Sunday Church School
11:00 Am. Sunday Worship Service

The Lord’s Supper 1st Sunday 
Wednesday 7:00pm Prayer & Praise Services 

7:30pm. Bible Study
Saturday before 4th Sunday Men, Women,  

Youth Discipleship Ministries 10:30am
A Christ Centered Church

htubc@comcast.net 

Rev. Keith W. Byrd, Sr. 
Pastor

4850 Blagdon Ave, NW • Washington D.C 20011
Phone (202) 722-4940 • Fax (202) 291-3773

Sunday Worship Service 
10:15AM- Praise and Worship Services 

Sunday School 9:00am 
Monday: Noon Bible School 
Wednesday: Noon & 7PM: 

Pastor’s Bible Study Ordinance of Baptism 2nd 
Holy Communion 4th Sunday 

Mission Zion Baptist Church Shall; 
Enlist Sinners, Educate Students, Empower the 

Suffering, Encourage the Saints, 
and Exalt Our Savior.   (Acts 2:41-47)

www.zionbaptistchurchdc.org

Zion Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Morris L Shearin, Sr.
Pastor

1251 Saratoga Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20018

(202)  269-0288

Sunday Worship Service:  
10:00 A.M.

Sunday School:  8:30 A.M.
Holy Communion1st Sunday: 

10:00 A.M.

Prayer Service: 
Wednesday at  6:30  P.M.

Bible Study:  
Wednesday at  7:00  P.M.

Israel 
Baptist Church

5606 Marlboro Pike
District Heights, MD 20747

301-735-6005

Elder Herman L. Simms, Pastor

Sunday Apostolic Worship Services
11:00 A.M and 5:00 P.M

Communion and Feet Wash
4th Sunday at 5:00 P.M

Prayer/Seeking
Wednesday at 8:00 P.M.

Apostolic in Doctrine, Pentecostal in Experience, Ho-
liness in Living, Uncompromised and Unchanged.  

The Apostolic Faith is still alive –Acts 2:42

Rev. Dr. Diane Dixon Proctor, Pastor

1301 North Carolina Ave. N E 
Washington, D C 20002

202 543 1318
lpumconthegrow@gmail.com

www.lpumcdc.org
Sunday worship 10: am

Holy Communion first Sunday 10: am
Sunday school 9: am

Bible Study each Wednesday @ 12 noon and 
6:30pm

Motto: “A CHURCH ON THE GROW”.                       

Sermon On The 
Mount Temple Of 
Joy Apostolic Faith

Lincoln Park 
United Methodist 
Church

Dr. C. Matthew Hudson, Jr,
Pastor

2616 MLK Ave., SE • Washington, DC 20020
Office  202-889-3709  • Fax 202-678-3304

Early Worship Service 7:30a.m 
Worship Service 10:45a.m.

New Members Class 9:30a.m. 
Holy Communion : 1st Sunday -10:45a.m

Church School 9:30a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study: 

Wednesday 7p.m 
Bible Study : Saturday: 11a.m. 

Baptism: 4th Sunday – 10:45a.m
“Empowered to love and Challenged to Lead a 

Multitude of Souls to Christ”

Matthews 
Memorial 
Baptist Church 	
  

6839 Eastern Avenue, R1
Takoma Park, MD 20912

(202) 556-7065

Kelechi Ajieren
Coordinator

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 P.M.

Friday Evening Service
7:00 P.M. ; Last Friday

“…Giving Your Life a Meaning”

www.Christembassydc.org

Christ Embassy DC

Rev. Curtis l. Staley
Pastor 

621 Alabama Avenue, S.E.•Washington, D.C. 20032
P: (202) 561-1111
F: (202) 561-1112

Sunday Service: 10 am
Sunday School for all ages:  8:30 am

1st Sunday Baptism:  10: am
2nd Sunday Holy Communion: 10 am

Tuesday:
Bible Study:   6:30 pm

Prayer Meeting:  7:45 pm

Motto: “Where God is First and Where  
Friendly People Worship” 

Rehoboth 
Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Kendrick E. Curry
Pastor

3000 Pennsylvania Ave.. S.E
Washington, DC 20020

202 581-1500

Sunday Church School:  9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship Service:  11:00 A.M.
Monday Adult Bible Study:  7:00 P.M.

Wednesday Youth & 
Adult Activities:

6:30 P.M.

Prayer Service   Bible Study

Pennsylvania Ave. 
Baptist Church

Rev. Alonzo Hart
Pastor

917 N St. NW • Washington, DC 20001
(202) 232-4294

The Church Where GOD Is Working....
And We Are Working With GOD

Sunday Morning Prayer Service: 8:00 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:40 a.m.
Third Sunday - 

Baptismal & Holy Communion:10:30 a.m.
Tuesday - 

Church At Study Prayer & Praise: 6:30 p.m.

Salem
Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Wallace Charles Smith
Pastor

9th & P Street, N.W. • W. D.C. 20001
(202) 232-4200

Sunrise Prayer Services 
- Sunday 7:00 a.m.

Morning Worship: 8:00 a.m
Church School : 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship: 10:55 a.m.
Bible Study, Thursday:  6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting,Thursday :  7:30 p.m.

Shiloh Baptist Church

Rev. Aubrey C. Lewis
Pastor

1415 Gallatin Street, NW
 Washington, DC  20011-3851

P:  (202) 726-5940

Sunday Worship:  
11:00 a.m.

Sunday School:  9:15 a.m.
Holy Communion: 11:00 a.m., 3rd Sun.

Bible Institute 
Wednesday - 1:30 pm

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday - 12:00 Noon

St. Luke 
Baptist Church

Rev. Dr. Maxwell M. Washington
Pastor

 
Worshiping Location

Knights of Columbus - 1633 Tucker Road
Fort Washington, MD 20744

(240) 838-7074
 

Order of Services
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am

Sunday School:  9:00 am
Holy Communion 3rd Sunday Morning

Prayer / Bible Study:  6:15 pm - 7:20 pm (Tuesday)
 

Theme:  “The Kingdom Focused Church”
Matthew 6:33 and Mathew 28:18-20, KJV

 
Email:  stmatthewsbaptist@msn.com
Website:  www.stmatthewsbaptist.org

St. Matthews 
Baptist Church

Rev. Reginald M. Green, Sr., Interim Pastor 

602 N Street NW • Washington, D.C. 20001
Office:(202) 289-4480
Fax: (202) 289-4595

Sunday Worship Services: 7:45am & 11:00am 
Sunday school For All Ages 9:30am 

Prayer Services Wednesday 
11:30am & 6:45pm 

Bible Institute Wednesday at Noon & 7:45pm 

 “Changing Lives On Purpose “

Email: Froffice@firstrising.org
Website: www.firstrising.org

First Rising Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church 

King Emmanuel 
Baptist Church

Rev. Daryl F. Bell
Pastor

2324 Ontario Road, NW
Washington, DC 20009

    (202) 232-1730

Sunday School – 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service – 11:00 am

Baptismal Service – 1st Sunday – 9:30 
am

Holy Communion – 1st Sunday – 11:00 
am

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study – Wednes-
day -7:30 pm

7801 Livingston Road
Oxon Hill, MD 20745

301-534-5471

Bishop Adrian A. Taylor, Sr.
Pastor

Sabbath School   9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Service   11:00 a.m. Praise & Worship

Preaching  11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Motto: “A Church Keeping It Real for Real.”

Website: Shabbathcommandmentchruch.org

Email: Praisebetoyhwh@gmail.com

Shabbath 
Commandment 
Church

RELIGION
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1108

Catherine J. Wheeler aka Catherine Johnson 
Wheeler 
Decedent

Aimee D. Griffin, The Griffin Firm, PLLC
5336 Wisconsin Ave., NW Suite 440
Washington, DC 20015
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Craig R, Wheeler, whose address is 1347 
Jefferson Street, NW, Washington, DC 20011, 
was appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Catherine J. Wheeler aka Catherine 
Johnson Wheeler who died on July 6, 2015 
with a Will, and will serve without Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment (or to the probate of 
decedent’s Will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., Building 
A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 20001, on 
or before June 30, 2016. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the 
undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, or be 
forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its 
first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Craig R. Wheeler
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1463

 Maude Marie Dunn
Decedent

Aimee D. Griffin
5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440
Washington, DC 20015
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Thomas Dunn, whose address is 1505 Baytree 
Terrace, Bowie, MD 20721, was appointed 
Personal Representative of the estate of 
Maude Marie Dunn who died on March 22, 
2015 without a Will, and will serve with Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the 
Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., 
Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before June 30, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Thomas Dunn
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

LEGAL  NOT ICESLEGAL  NOT ICES LEGAL  NOT ICES LEGAL  NOT ICES
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1459 

Milliard C. Griffin 
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Spencer Becton and Edna Becton Pittmon, 
whose addresses are 1348 W Street, NE, 
Washington, DC 20018 and 7607 Newburg Dr., 
Lanham, MD 20706, was appointed Personal 
Representatives of the estate of Milliard C. 
Griffin who died on without a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before June 30, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Spencer Becton
Edna Becton Pittmon
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1490

 Bonnie Davis
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Alfred H. Pimble, whose address is 4815 
7th Street, NE, Washington, DC 20017, was 
appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Bonnie Davis who died on June 11, 
2015 without a Will, and will serve without 
Court supervision. All unknown heirs and 
heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall 
enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before July 7, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before July 7, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Alfred H. Pimble
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 138 

 James O. Schoonover
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Catherine Donna Schoonover, whose address 
is 3 East Nelson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301, 
was appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of James O. Schoonover who died on 
October 28, 2015 with a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s Will) shall be filed with 
the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before June 30, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Catherine Donna Schoonover
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1473

 Kathleen Ann Pleasant aka K.A. Pleasant
Decedent

Louvenia W. Williams, Esq.
9500 Arena Drive, #260
Largo, MD 20774
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Sean C. Pleasant, whose address is 2028 
4th Street, NW, Washington, DC, 20001, 
was appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Kathleen Ann Pleasant aka 
K.A. Pleasant who died on October 24, 2015 
with a Will, and will serve without Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment (or to the probate of 
decedent’s Will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., Building 
A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 20001, on 
or before June 30, 2016. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the 
undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, or be 
forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its 
first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Sean C. Pleasant
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1471

Edythe Adline Smith 
Decedent

Aimee D. Griffin
The Griffin Firm, PLLC
5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440
Washington, DC 20015
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

William Lewis Pitts, whose address is 3023 
14th St., NW, Apt. 813, Washington, DC 20009, 
was appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Edythe Adline Smith who died on 
January 2, 2013 without a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before June 30, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

William Lewis Pitts
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

LEGAL  NOT ICES

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 683

 Acie L. Byrd, Jr.
Decedent

Gemma Antoine-Belton, Esquire
1101 L Street, NW, Suite 806
Washington, DC 20005
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Gemma Antoine-Belton, Esquire, whose 
address is 1101 L Street, NW, Suite 806, 
Washington, DC 20005, was appointed 
Personal Representative of the estate of Acie 
L. Byrd, Jr. who died on May 13, 2014 without 
a Will, and will serve with Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance 
in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s 
Will) shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., Building A, Third 
Floor Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
July 7, 2016. Claims against the decedent shall 
be presented to the undersigned with a copy to 
the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on 
or before July 7, 2016, or be forever barred. 
Persons believed to be heirs or legatees of 
the decedent who do not receive a copy of 
this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, 
including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Gemma Antoine-Belton, Esquire
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration Number 2015 ADM 1501

Estate of 
Lucy P. Brown

NOTICE OF STANDARD PROBATE

Notice is hereby given that a petition has 
been filed in this Court by Janell Debrew for 
standard probate, including the appointment of 
one or more personal representative. Unless 
a complaint or an objection in accordance with 
Superior Court Probate Division Rule 407 is 
filed in this Court within 30 days from the date 
of first publication of this notice, the Court may 
take the action hereinafter set forth.

In the absence of a will or proof satisfactory 
to the Court of due execution, enter an order 
determining that the decedent died intestate.
Appoint a supervised personal representative.
Appoint a disinterested member of the bar to 
serve as personal representative.

Date of first publication:  
January 7, 2016

Personal Representative: 
Janell Debrew
5807 Marlboro Pike Apt. 301
Forestville, MD 20747

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1450

 Mary L. Curry
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Robert J. Curry, whose address is 118 49th St., 
NE, Washington, DC 20019, was appointed 
Personal Representative of the estate of 
Mary L. Curry who died on February 22, 
2001 without a Will, and will serve with Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment (or to the probate of 
decedent’s Will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., Building 
A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 20001, on 
or before June 30, 2016. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the 
undersigned, on or before June 30, 2016, or be 
forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its 
first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
December 31, 2015

Robert J. Curry
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer
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LEGAL  NOT ICES LEGAL  NOT ICES

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1516

Helen Chavis Allen 
Decedent

Johnnie I. Bartoni, Esq.
7600 Georgia Avenue, NW #405
Washington, DC 20012
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Christel Allen Hair, whose address is 7060 
Wyndale Street, NW, Washington, DC 20015, 
was appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Helen Chavis Allen who died on 
December 2, 2015 with a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s Will) shall be filed with 
the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before July 7, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before July 7, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Christel Allen Hair
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1510

William Blanger 
Decedent

Law Office Muhammad & Associates
7306 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20012
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Jacqueline P. Nichols aka Jacqueline Blanger, 
whose address is 2419 30th Street, NE, 
Washington, DC 20018, was appointed 
Personal Representative of the estate of 
William Blanger who died on August 14, 2014 
without a Will, and will serve without Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their 
appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the 
Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., 
Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before July 7, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before July 7, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Jacqueline P. Nichols aka
Jacqueline Blanger
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 001152

Ralph E. Lewis 
Decedent

Ronald Dixon
Bynum & Jenkins
1010 Cameron Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Ronald Dixon, whose address is Bynum & 
Jenkins, 1010 Cameron Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314, was appointed Personal Representative 
of the estate of Ralph E. Lewis who died on 
December 23, 2009 without a Will, and will 
serve with Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s Will) shall be filed with 
the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before July 7, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before July 7, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Ronald Dixon
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration Number 2015 ADM 1141

Estate of 
Willie P. Seals

NOTICE OF STANDARD PROBATE

Notice is hereby given that a petition has been 
filed in this Court by Wesley L. Clarke for 
standard probate, including the appointment of 
one or more personal representative. Unless 
a complaint or an objection in accordance with 
Superior Court Probate Division Rule 407 is 
filed in this Court within 30 days from the date 
of first publication of this notice, the Court may 
take the action hereinafter set forth.

In the absence of a will or proof satisfactory 
to the Court of due execution, enter an order 
determining that the decedent died intestate 
appoint a supervised personal representative.

Date of first publication:  
January 7, 2016

Personal Representative: 
Wesley Clarke
1629 K St., NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20006

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

LEGAL  NOT ICES

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
PROBATE DIVISION

Trust No. 2015 NRT 38

Christa McClure aka Christa Prinz
Name of Deceased Settlor

NOTICE OF EXISTENCE OF REVOCABLE 
TRUST

Christa McClure aka Christa Prinz whose address 
was 235 8th Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003 
created a revocable trust on April 5, 2010, which 
remained in existence on the date of her death on 
October 16, 2015, and Tipp K. McClure & Sarah 
McClure, whose addresses are T. McClure, 5511 
Broad Branch Rd., NW, Washington, DC 20015, 
S. McClure 1689 Princeton Dr., State College, PA 
1603, are the currently acting trustees, hereinafter 
the Trustee. Communications to the Trust should 
be mailed or directed to Tipp K. McClure, Trustee 
at 5511 Broad Branch Rd., NW, Washington, DC 
20015 and Sarah McClure 1689 Princeton Dr., 
State College, PA 16803. 

The Trust is subject to claims of the deceased 
settlor’s creditors, costs of administration of the 
settlor’s estate, the expense of the deceased 
settlor’s funeral and disposal of remains, and 
stautory allowances to a surviving spouse and 
children to the extent the deceased settlor’s 
residuary probate estate is inadequate to satisfy 
those claims, costs, expenses, and allowances.

Claims of the deceased settlor’s creditors are 
barred as against the Trustee and the trust 
property unless presented to the Trustee at the 
address provided herein on or before (6 month 
after the date of the first publication of this notice.) 
An action to contest the validity of this trust must be 
commenced by the earliest of (1) October 16,2016, 
(One year from date of death of deceased settler) 
(2), 6 months from the date of first publication of 
this notice) or (3) Ninety days after the Trustee 
sends the person a copy of the trust instrument 
and a notice informing the person of the trust’s 
existence, of the Trustee’s name and address, and 
of the time allowed for commencing a proceeding.

The Trustee may proceed to distribute the trust 
property in accordance with the terms of the trust 
before the expiration of the time within which an 
action must be commenced unless the Trustee 
knows of a pending judicial proceeding contesting 
the validity of the trust or the Trustee has received 
notice from a potential contestant who thereafter 
commences a judicial proceeding within sixty days 
after notification.

This Notice must be mailed postmarked within 
15 days of its first publication to each heir and 
qualified beneficiary of the trust and any other 
person who would be an interested person within 
the meaning of D.C. Code 20-101(d).

Date of First Publication:
January 7, 2016
Tipp K. McClure
Sarah McClure
Signature of Trustee

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister 
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 15201

Edna Elizabeth Diallo 
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Anthony Dike Diallo, whose address is 1345 
30th Street, NE, Washington, DC 20020, was 
appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Edna Elizabeth Diallo who died on 
November 23, 2015 without a Will, and will 
serve without Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are 
unknown shall enter their appearance in this 
proceeding. Objections to such appointment 
shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
515 5th Street, N.W., Building A, Third Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before July 7, 
2016. Claims against the decedent shall be 
presented to the undersigned with a copy to 
the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on 
or before July 7, 2016, or be forever barred. 
Persons believed to be heirs or legatees of 
the decedent who do not receive a copy of 
this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, 
including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 7, 2016

Anthony Dike Diallo
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

LEGAL  NOT ICES LEGAL  NOT ICES
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1534 

Elizabeth Jean Whatley
Decedent

Ethel Mitchell
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 1118
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Julius Whatley, whose address is 534 
Newcomb St., SE, Washington, DC 20032, 
was appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Elizabeth Jean Whatley who died on 
December 4, 2014 with a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s Will) shall be filed with 
the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before July 14, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before July 14, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 14, 2016

Julius Whatley
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1527

Johnnie L. Horner 
Decedent

Matthew F. Shannon, Esquire
1420 N Street, NW #102
Washington, DC 20005
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Herbert Horner, Jr., whose address is 6209 
16th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20011, 
was appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Johnnie L. Horner who died on 
December 9, 2015 with a Will, and will serve 
without Court supervision. All unknown heirs 
and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s Will) shall be filed with 
the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before July 14, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before July 14, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 14, 2016

Herbert Horner, Jr.
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1537

 Theresa Taylor
Decedent

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Keith A. Moore, whose address is 765 
Girard St., NW, Washington, DC 20001, was 
appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Theresa Taylor who died on August 
8, 2015 without a Will, and will serve without 
Court supervision. All unknown heirs and 
heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall 
enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., 515 5th Street, 
N.W., Building A, Third Floor Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before July 14, 2016. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills 
or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy to 
the undersigned, on or before July 14, 2016, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be 
heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 14, 2016

Keith A. Moore
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
Probate Division
Washington, D.C. 20001-2131

Administration No. 2015 ADM 1535

 Christa McClure aka Christa Prinz
Decedent

Ethel Mitchell
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 1118
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Attorney

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT, NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS AND NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
HEIRS

Tipp Karl McClure and Sarah Barbara McClure, 
whose addresses are 5511 Broad Branch 
Rd, NW, Washington, DC 20015 and 1689 
Princeton Dr., State College, PA 16803 were 
appointed Personal Representatives of the 
estate of Christa McClure aka Christa Prinz 
who died on October 16, 2015 with a Will, 
and will serve without Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance 
in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s 
Will) shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., 515 5th Street, N.W., Building A, Third 
Floor Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
July 14, 2016. Claims against the decedent 
shall be presented to the undersigned with 
a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with 
the Register of Wills with a copy to the 
undersigned, on or before July 14, 2016, or be 
forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its 
first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship.

Date of first publication: 
January 14, 2016

Tipp Karl McClure
Sarah Barbara McClure
Personal Representative

TRUE TEST COPY

Anne Meister
Register of Wills

Washington Informer
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WANTED 
OLD  JAPANESE
MOTORCYCLES 

KAWASAKI-- Z1-900(1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000(1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ1000MK2(1979,80), W1-650, 

H1-500(1969-72), H2-750(1972-1975), 
S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 
KH400, SUZUKI--GS400, GT380, 

HONDA--CB750K(1969-1976), 
CBX1000(1979,80)

$$ CASH $$
1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 

usa@classicrunners.com

DIABETES OR
PROSTATE CANCER?

For a limited time, Dr. Michael J. Trombley, Board Certified Physician will mail all men that 
respond to this ad a free copy of his new booklet “Seven Secrets Doctors and Drug 
Companies Don’t Want You to Know about Erectile Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this 
booklet will change your life he will even pay the postage and handling. If the popular pills 
don’t work for you, regardless of your age or medical history, you owe it to yourself and your 
lady to read this booklet now! Call (800) 794-7974 24-hrs. and leave your name and address (only).

FREE booklet by doctor reveals what the drug
companies don’t want you to know!

Your love life can now survive $50
VALUE!

JOURNALISM STUDENT?
— PAID SUMMER INTERNSHIPS —

The Reese Cleghorn Internship program offers paid internships at MDDC 
newspapers in Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
Friday, November 20, 2015

•	 News	reporting
•	 Copy	editing
•	 Photojournalism

Visit www.MDDCPress.com for information & applications.

CL ASS IF IEDSCL ASS IF IEDS CL ASS IF IEDS
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just 
real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange messages and 
connect live. 
Try it free. Call now: 202-448-0409

PHOTOS and VIDEOS
Unique, reliable and competitively-priced 
professional photography packages & gifts 
for weddings, schools, civic organizations and 
athletic leagues. TRUST REA3L PHOTOS 
& VIDEOS with making your special events 
“more than just photos in a flash!”  CALL 202-
670-7495  or Rea3lenterprises@gmail.com

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe 
and affordable medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharmacy will provide 
you with savings of up to  90 percent on all 
your medication needs. Call today 1-800-308-
9817, for  $10.00 off your first prescription and 
free shipping.

Medical Alert for Seniors - 24/7 monitoring.
FREE Equipment. FREE Shipping. Nationwide 
Service. $29.95/Month CALL Medical 
Guardian Today 888-710-6484

CREDIT RESTORATION & DEBT 
ELIMINATION
Restore your credit and change your life!!!
Derrick Jason Smith
(301) 383-1333 - Office
(301) 744 - 7472 Direct
brokerderrick@gmail.com

Reader Advisory: the National Trade 
Association we belong to has purchased the 
following classifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is advised by this 

publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, 
some advertisers do not offer employment but 
rather supply the readers with manuals, directories 
and other materials designed to help their clients 
establish mail order selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give the client 
your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it 
s illegal to request any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 
numbers may or may not reach Canada.

MEDIABIDS MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE 67% PLUS 4 FREE BURGERS - The 
Favorite Feast - ONLY $49.99.                                       
ORDER Today 1-888-318-1190 Use Code 
48643VFW or www.OmahaSteaks.com/ ffmb93
	
Do you know your Testosterone Levels? Call 888-692-
5146 and ask about our test kits and get a FREE Trial 
of Progene All-Natural Testosterone Supplement

Diabetes/Cholesterol/Weight Loss Bergamonte, 
a Natural Product for Cholesterol, Blood Sugar 
and weight. Physician recommended, backed by 
Human Clinical Studies with amazing results. Call 
today and save 15 percent off your first bottle! 
866-640-5982

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a 
FREE talking meter and diabetic testing supplies 
at NO COST, plus FREE home delivery!  Best of 
all, this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!  
Call 888-421-1874

Canada Drug Center is your choice for safe and 
affordable medications. Our licensed Canadian 

mail order pharmacy will provide you with savings 
of up to  90 percent on all your medication needs. 
Call today 1-800-308-9817, for  $10.00 off your first 
prescription and free shipping.

READERS & MUSIC LOVERS. 100 Greatest 
Novels (audio books) ONLY $99.00 (plus s h.) 
Includes MP3 Player & Accessories. BONUS: 50 
Classical Music Works & Money Back 
Guarantee. Call Today! 1-866-680-1822

Any laptop repaired just $79. Macs too. REALLY! 
FREE Fedex shipping! $69 extra for screen or 
motherboard replacement. CALL Authorized 
Laptop Repair Specialists 1-866-437-6184

Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At least 62 
years old?  Stay in your home & Increase cash 
flow!  Safe & Effective!  Call Now for your FREE 
DVD! Call Now 888-420-4716

READERS & MUSIC LOVERS. 100 Greatest 
Novels (audio books) ONLY $99.00 (plus s h.) 
Includes MP3 Player & Accessories. BONUS: 50 
Classical Music Works & Money Back Guarantee. 
Call Today! 1-866-680-1822

Personalized holiday gifts for Everyone on your 
list! Save 20 percent off qualifying products from 
Personal Creations!  To redeem this offer, visit www.
PersonalCreations.com/Beauty  or Call 1-888-732-0679

Diabetes/Cholesterol/Weight Loss Natural Product 
for Cholesterol, Blood Sugar and weight. Physician 
recommended, backed by Human Clinical Studies 
with fast acting results within 30 days.  Call to hear 
about our special offer 866-640-5982

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.  Get a 
FREE Talking Meter and diabetic testing supplies 
at NO COST, plus FREE home delivery!  Best of 
all, this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!  
Call 888-421-1874

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. You 
WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Contact Disability Group, 
Inc. Today! BBB Accredited. Call For Your FREE 
Book & Consultation. 888-649-5110

Attention Joint & Muscle Pain Sufferers: Clinically 
proven all-natural supplement helps reduce pain 
and enhance mobility. Call 888-760-5952 to try 
Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 days.

HEAT YOUR HOME FOR 5¢ AN HOUR! Portable 
infrared iHeater heats 1000 sq. ft. Slashes your 
heating bills by 50%.  FREE Shipping too! Use 
claim code 6239 WAS $499 NOW $279 Call 
1-866-784-5182
	

CADNET

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? - Adoption is a loving choice for 
Unplanned Pregnancy. Call Andrea 866-236-7638 
(24/7) for adoption information/profile; view loving 
couples at www.ANAadoptions.com. Financial 
Assistance Available. 

AUTO DONATIONS
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER!  Help United Breast Foundation 
education, prevention, & support 
programs.  FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION  855-403-0213

EDUCATION
THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rockley Road Houston, 
Texas 77099. Train for a New Career. *Underwater 
Welder. *Commercial Diver. *NDT Weld Inspector. 
Job Placement Assistance. Financial Aid available 
for those who qualify. 800-321-0298.

HEALTH & FITNESS
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs $90 
includes FREE SHIPPING. 1-888-836-0780 or 
Metro-Meds.net

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTS TO purchase minerals and other oil & gas 
interests. Send details P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
Co 80201

New Year, New Career - AVIATION Grads work 
with American, Boeing, Southwest and others- Get 
hands on maintenance training. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call AIM 866-453-6204

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now!   Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.  

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across the USA! 
Place your ad in over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 million homes. 
Contact Independent Free Papers of America 
IFPA at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit our 
website cadnetads.com for more information.

HIGH RISK DRIVER? Stop paying too much for 
SR-22 or similar High-Risk Car Insurance! Call 
our FREE hotline today for CHEAPER coverage! 
CALL 877-930-5162

WANTED TO BUY
CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired, 
sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS. 
1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 2005! 1 Day Fast 
Payment Guaranteed Up To $60 Per Box! Free 
Shipping. www.Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-
5233. Get Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

MID ATLANTIC COMMUNITY PAPERS 
ASSOCIATION CLASSIFIED NETWORK 

(MACNET)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Acorn Stairlifts. The AFFORDABLE solution to 
your stairs! **Limited time -$250 Off Your Stairlift 
Purchase!** Buy Direct & SAVE. Please call 1-800-

CL ASS IF IEDS
410-7127 for FREE DVD and brochure.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-895-7416

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the humane 
thing. Donate it to the Humane Society. Call 1- 
800-758-2204

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 
a pain-relieving brace -little or NO cost to you. 
Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 
800-419-3684

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& Associates at 1-800-208-6915 to start your 
application today!

BUILDING MATERIALS
Metal Roofing & Siding for houses, barn, sheds. 
Close outs, returns, seconds, overrun, etc. 
at Discount Prices.  Huge inventory in stock. 
slateroadsupply.com   717 445-5222 

BUSINESS TO BUSINESS
Advertise to 500,000 Homes with a business card 
size ad. You choose the area of coverage in free 
community papers...we do the rest. Call 800-450-
7227 or visit macnetonline.com

EVENTS
Holding a Carnival! Fair! Festival! Jubilee! Promote 
it to over 1 Million readers for only $200!!! Visit 
www.midatlanticevents.net for more details or call 
800-450-7227. 

FOR SALE
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors. Bathroom 
falls can be fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. 
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Installation 
Included. Call 1-800-906-3115 for $750 Off

WANTED TO BUY
WANTED CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 2005! 1 Day Fast 
Payment Guaranteed Up to $60 Per Box! Free 
Shipping.  www.CashNowOffer.com  or 888-210-
5233. Get Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

MARYLAND STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING NETWORK

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS
DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, RV’S. LUTHERAN 
MISSION SOCIETY. Your donation helps local 
families with food, clothing, shelter, counseling. Tax 
deductible. MVA License #W1044. 410-636-0123 
or www.LutheranMissionSociety.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
Drive traffic to your business and reach 4.1 
million readers with just one phone call & one 
bill. See your business ad in 91 newspapers in 
Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia 
for just $495.00 per ad placement. The value 
of newspapers advertising HAS NEVER BEEN 
STRONGER....call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 today to 
place your ad before 4.1 million readers. Email 
Wanda Smith @ wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit 
our website at www.mddcpress.com.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Place your ad on Facebook;Twitter;LinkedIN and 
Google Ads Words through MDDC’s Social Media 
Ad Network; Call today to find out maximize your 
presence on Social Media; 410-212-0616; or email 
Wanda Smith @ wsmith@mddcpress.com 

Reach 3.1 Million Readers five (5) days per week 
through the MDDC Daily Classified Connection 
Network. Place your ad in twelve (12) daily 
newspapers. Call 410-212-0616 TODAY – target 
readers throughout the Mid-Atlantic Region; email 
Wanda Smith @ wsmith@mddcpress.com.

Place a business card ad in the Regional Small 
Display 2x2/2x4 Advertising Network - Reach 
3.6 Million readers with just one call, one bill and 
one ad placement in 71 newspapers in Maryland, 
Delaware and DC TODAY! For just $1450.00, Get 
the reach, Get the results and for Just Pennies on 
the Dollars Now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or email 
wsmith@mddcpress.com

DRIVERS WANTED
Federal Government Delivery Services is looking 
for exceptional OTR drivers. 2 years
experience. Great employee benefits & 0.60/
loaded, 0.40/unloaded. Call 574-584-7253 x1110

Tractor Trailer Drivers Transport US Mail 
Capitol Heights Area Dedicated run/pays postal 
wage**CDL Class A**Good Driving Record**Two 
years’ experience Midwest Transport 618-553-
1068

EDUCATION TRAINING
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, Delta 
and others- start here with hands on training for 
FAA certification. Financial aid if qualified. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-823-6729

HELP WANTED
WANTED: LIFE AGENTS • Earn $500 a Day • 
Great Agent Benefits • Commissions Paid Daily 
• Liberal Underwriting • Leads, Leads, Leads • 
LIFE INSURANCE, LICENSE REQUIRED. Call 
1-888-713-6020

LOTS & ACREAGE
GREAT MTN. LAND SALE 5.3AC. WAS $64,900 
NOW $49,900 CLOSE TO TOWN/ NEAR LAKE 
CABIN SHELL $26,000 Rare chance to own 
private one of a kind Land with Mtn. views perfect 
for camp, build ATV, retire, recreation abounds on 
this mix of Open and wooded rolling land. New 
perc, elec, Survey. No time to build. Excellent 
financing. CONTACT OWNER 800-888-1262

MISCELLANEOUS 
Reach 3.1 Million Readers five (5) days per week 

CL ASS IF IEDS
through the MDDC Daily Classified Connection 
Network. Place your ad in twelve (12) daily 
newspapers. Call 410-212-0616 TODAY – target 
readers throughout the Mid-Atlantic Region; email 
Wanda Smith @ wsmith@mddcpress.com.

Place a business card ad in the Regional Small 
Display 2x2/2x4 Advertising Network - Reach 
3.6 Million readers with just one call, one bill and 
one ad placement in 71 newspapers in Maryland, 
Delaware and DC TODAY! For just $1450.00, Get 
the reach, Get the results and for Just Pennies on 
the Dollars Now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or email 
Wanda Smith @mddcpress.com

Want a larger footprint in the marketplace consider 
advertising in the MDDC Small Display 2x2 
or 2x4 Advertising Network. Reach 3.6 million 
readers every week by placing your ad in 71 
newspapers in Maryland, Delaware and the 
District of Columbia. With just one phone call, your 
business and/or product will be seen by 3.6 million 
readers HURRY....space is limited, CALL TODAY!! 
Call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or 410-212-0616 email 
wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit our website at 
www.mddcpress.com

NATIONAL ADVERTISING NETWORK, INC. 
(NANI)

AUTOMOTIVE 
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top $$$$$ PAID! 
Running or Not, All Years, Makes, Models. Free 
Towing! We’re Local! 7 Days/Week. Call Toll Free: 
1-888-416-2330

EDUCATION/TRAINING
ACCOUNTING & PAYROLL TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Online career training can get you 
job ready now!! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
Financial aid if qualified! HS Diploma/GED 
required. 1-877-253-6495

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home to process Medical Billing & Insurance! NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Online training at Bryan 
University! HS Diploma/GED & Computer/Internet 
needed. 1-888-734-6711

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREER. Get FAA 
approved certification at campuses coast to 
coast. Job placement assistance. Financial Aid for 
qualifying students. Call AIM 888-686-1704

HEALTH/MEDICAL
**HOLIDAY SPECIAL** VIAGRA 40x (100 mg) 
+16 “Double Bonus” PILLS for ONLY $119.00. 
NO PRESCRIPTION Needed!  VISA payment 
required. 1-888-386-8074 www.newhealthyman.
com Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 40 Pills + 10 
FREE. SPECIAL $99.00 100% guaranteed. FREE 
Shipping! 24/7 CALL NOW! 1-888-223-8818

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for $95. 100 pills for 
$150 FREE shipping. NO prescriptions needed. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-877-743-5419

MISCELLANEOUS
CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks Wanted. 
Running or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To 
You! Any Make/Model. Call For Instant Offer: 
1-800-864-5960

THINKING ABOUT A CRUISE? Let us help you 
match your needs and wants with your budget. 
Royal Caribbean, Celebrity, Carnival and all 
major cruise lines. Hurry – great offers available 
for a limited time! Call 877-270-7260 or go to 
NCPTRAVEL.COM to research.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID 
shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888-776-
7771. www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

CHILDREN’S BOOK – Looking for some 
wholesome reading material for your young 
reader? Check out Richard the Donkey and His 
LOUD, LOUD Voice at www.RichardTheDonkey.
com

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. 
Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it 
FREE. Call NOW: Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-217-3942

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied benefits?  We Can 
Help!  WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& Associates at 1-800-290-8321 to start your 
application today!

Xarelto users have you had complications due 
to internal bleeding (after January 2012)? If so, 
you MAY be due financial compensation.  If you 
don?t have an attorney, CALL Injuryfone today! 
1-800-410-0371

ACCESS YOUR LAWSUIT CASH! In an Injury 
Lawsuit? Need Cash Now? Low Rates. No Credit 
Checks/Monthly Payments. Call Now     1-800-
568-8321.

HERO MILES - to find out more about how you 
can help our service members, veterans and 
their families in their time of need, visit the Fisher 
House website at www.fisherhouse.org

TRAVEL
CRUISE DEALS available for a limited time. Royal 
Caribbean, Celebrity, Carnival and Norwegian. 
Hurry as these offers won’t last! Call 877-270-
7260 or go to NCPTRAVEL.COM to research.

WANTED TO BUY
Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST STRIPS or 
STOP SMOKING PRODUCTS! Free Shipping, 
Best Prices & 24 hr payment! Call 1-855-
440-4001 www.TestStripSearch.com. Habla 
Espanol.
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For these communities, unions 
have been vital to combatting 
discrimination and unfair treat-
ment.

More than 30 percent of pub-
lic sector union members are 
racial and ethnic minorities, and 
55 percent are women. Wages 
for women union members are 
not only higher than their non-
union counterparts, they are 
closer to those of male co-work-

ers. Unsurprisingly, wages for 
African-American union mem-
bers are also higher than their 
non-union counterparts. And 
unions improve the lot of all 
American workers by setting 
minimum workplace standards 
for all.

At a time of increasing in-
equality, the need for strong 
public sector jobs is especially 
critical. The Supreme Court 
should reject this rollback of 
collective bargaining.  WI

HENDERSON from Page 26

CLINGMAN from Page 26

That’s almost as good as the in-
vention of the “Affluenza” defense 
(rich kid in Texas kills four people 
with automobile and gets proba-
tion), which suggests that rich folks 
are less responsible for their crimes 
than the rest of us because their 
actions are somehow skewed as a 
result of having too much money. 
Here’s a thought: How about “Po-
fluenza” as a defense for “Po” folks?

As for Tamir, there are some who 
are unafraid. City Councilman, Jeff 
Johnson, has demanded that the 
Cleveland Law Department do a 
full review and file charges of neg-
ligent homicide against the officers 
involved in Tamir’s death. Also, Ba-
sheer Jones held a press conference 
with a coalition of various organi-
zations, to outline their demands 
in response to what they label as 
“Tamir Rice injustice,” and prom-
ised there will be civil disobedience 
in response to the killing. 

In contrast, other folks are ask-
ing LeBron James to refuse to play 
until justice is done. That will never 
happen, and even if it did it would 

have little effect except for news val-
ue. They should be calling on the 
folks who attend the games and pay 
millions to see James play. Oh yeah, 
they’d get some justice then. Money 
talks; T-shirts walk.

If police officers were required 
to have personal malpractice insur-
ance, for instance, not paid by the 
municipality but by themselves, 
and if court awards had to be paid 
by insurance companies rather than 
by taxpayers, maybe there would be 
fewer killings. (See www.iamoneoft-
hemillion.com and read Plank #3 
of our political platform)

Injustice can and does lead to 
violence in return, and it could ul-
timately be one reason for young 
people turning to terrorism. While 
some naively think jobs will stop 
terrorism, a report, “The Age of the 
Wolf,” cited an 18-year old boy who 
stated, “I did not join the Taliban 
because I was poor; I joined because 
I was angry.”

There is a lot of anger out there 
about our broken criminal justice 
system. I believe economic respons-
es will accelerate the process of re-
pairing it.  WI

- Over 600 vacation homes in all price ranges!
  - Kitty Hawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nags Head, and
     Southern Shores to Corolla
  - Fall Weeks... Still feels like summer - Discounts!!!

BUSINESS TAKING A HIT?
Put your classifi ed message in 92 local 

newspapers across Maryland, Delaware and 
D.C. for one low price!

• Over 5 Million Readers   • $500 for 25 words

CALL MDDC PRESS SERVICE
1-855-721-MDDC x6 • www.mddcpress.com

Price is per week; add’l words extra. Frequency discounts available.

MDDC CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

Is your advertising 
budget or your  

NEED TO JAZZ THINGS UP?
Place a business card-size ad in 71 Maryland, 

Delaware and DC newspapers for one low price!

• Over 3 Million Readers   • Only $1,450 per week!

SAVE UP TO 85%

CALL MDDC PRESS SERVICE
1-855-721-MDDC x6 • www.mddcpress.com

Frequency discounts and ad size options also available.

Does Your 
Business 

MDDC 2x2 DISPLAY AD NETWORK

WILLIAMS from Page 26

African-American applicants with 
no criminal records, many of whom 
have military backgrounds indicat-
ing that they would be responsible li-
cense holders. One wonders whether 
this process has in fact been designed 
specifically to prohibit inner city 
blacks from bearing arms and up-
holding their second amendment 
rights. This would not be the first 
time gun regulations have been used 
to selectively discriminate against in-
ner city residents – people who are 
arguably most in need of protection.

We have to change our orien-
tation towards bearing arms and 
realize that the nation’s founders 
enumerated the right to bear arms 
in the U.S. constitution for a good 
reason. With proper training, guns 
can be our friend, and offer pro-
tection for our homes and families. 
People need to know, for example, 
that even in states like Washington, 
D.C.; there is a concealed carry li-
censing process that has been in 

place since 2008. It requires that 
one’s firearm be registered and the 
carrier licensed. The licensing pro-
cess requires training on the opera-
tion of firearms as well as the self-de-
fense laws and situational awareness 
training. Many people may not be 
aware of this, but D.C. law has a 
lot in common with Florida’s ‘stand 
your ground’ laws. In D.C., for ex-
ample, there is no duty to retreat 
from a threat. You are justified in 
using deadly force if warranted to 
protect your own life, or even the 
life of a third party. The process for 
learning your rights and obtaining 
a legal carry permit can often be ex-
pensive and time-consuming, but 
when it comes to protecting one’s 
life and the safety of one’s family, it 
is a duty we have to embrace.

Race and socioeconomic back-
ground definitely play a role in the 
process of responsible gun owner-
ship. Firstly, financial requirements 
to get through the licensing and 
registration process can be daunt-
ing. For someone with no prior 

training, it might cost upwards 
of $1,000 to get all the necessary 
training and certification (in New 
York it can cost up to $11,000). 
The second barrier is generally time. 
Training courses are demanding 
and require dedication to mastering 
the basics. The third thing is back-
ground, meaning if people have 
been involved in law enforcement 
issues in their youth that might hin-
der them from being licensed in the 
future.

In the immediate aftermath of 
the San Bernardino shooting, gun 
sales have skyrocketed all across 
the United States. People are look-
ing to protect themselves and their 
families. In this day and time a 
knife won’t help you, but a gun just 
might. People feel more empow-
ered when they have learned how 
to defend themselves. It is a deep-
ly American sentiment that to be 
robbed of one’s safety and security is 
paramount to living under tyranny. 
And that is something we just won’t 
stand for.  WI

improve our response and ensure the 
safety of our passengers on public 
transportation,” she said. “As a result, 
we have placed greater emphasis on 
station familiarization and inspec-
tion and improved our communica-
tions testing and incident training.”

As for the plaintiffs’ lawsuits 
scheduled to be filed in D.C. Supe-
rior Court, the attorneys outlined 
three reasons for them: demand 
Metro to explain what was in the 
smoke and what caused the incident; 
force Metro to make the rail system 
safer; and obtain compensation for 
their injuries.

“Metro is a member of this com-
munity. When you are wrong, then 
you say you’re wrong,” said Kim 
Brooks-Rodney, one of the attorneys 
representing the plaintiffs with the 
law firm Cohen & Cohen in North-
west. “I think [Metro] knows enough 
that Metro could step forward and 
say to the community that the fire 
and the smoke that took place a year 
ago today, ‘that’s our fault.’”

Brooks-Rodney, a former assistant 
general counsel with Metro, declined 
to have Baker and Rogers provide 
their specific ailments. However, she 
said some of the conditions all her 
clients endured include asthma, head-
aches, sarcoidosis and nightmares.

“It has affected me. It has hindered 
me from getting to my appoint-
ments,” Baker said as she tapped the 
corner of her eye with a tissue. “If I 
was on the Metro [train], I could al-
most get there in almost 35 minutes. 
Now it takes almost two hours. But 
we’re still here with no answers [a 
year later].”  WI

METRO SUITS from Page 11
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ciates and Encore Capital Group 
– must also revamp their debt 
collection practices and then 
refund millions to harmed con-
sumers. These actions stem from 
separate collection cases. 

“People struggling to pay 
their bills should not also fear 
harassment, humiliation or neg-
ative employment consequenc-
es because of debt collectors,” 
concluded Cordray. “Borrowers 
should be treated with common 

CROWELL from Page 27
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“orthodox” Islamic community 
(the community of immigrants 
who are themselves now viewed 
as suspects in American society, as 
not being “true Muslims” because 
of the doctrine Mr. Muhammad 
popularized of Caucasians being 
“blue-eyed devils.”

Then in the late 1970s, Iran’s 
spiritual leader, Ayatollah Khomei-
ni, shocked the world declaring the 
United States “the Great Satan.” 
Case closed. Conversation ended.

In the 1980s, Mr. Muhammad’s 
National Spokesman Minister 
Louis Farrakhan emerged into the 
political arena as a supporter of the 
presidential candidacy of the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, and it was “game 
on” once more.

Farrakhan — who does not 
teach hatred of Jewish people or 
of White people — was famous-

ly misquoted as saying Judaism is 
a “gutter religion.” That mischar-
acterization stuck, and even today 
he is almost always referred to as 
an anti-Semite and a bigot in the 
corporate-owned “mainstream” 
media.

After the enormous success of 
the Million Man March in 1995, 
Farrakhan’s esteem increased dra-
matically throughout the Muslim 
world, and he traveled around the 
world on three World Friendship 
Tours, extending and receiving the 
“right hand of fellowship” in Mus-
lim capitals from Mecca, to Bagh-
dad, to Tripoli, to Cape Town, to 
Kano/Abuja, Nigeria, to Istanbul.

Today in Western capitals 
Muslims are under siege. Some 
really bad actors have captured 
the world’s attention, commit-
ting countless reprehensible acts 
and saying they are in the name 
of Islam. Beneficence and mercy 

are the way of Islam, not murder, 
kidnapping, raping and beheading 
innocents.

But the uncomfortable reality is 
that many observers see the may-
hem befalling the once imperial 
colonial powers as “karma,” or as a 
fulfillment of the biblical promise 
that “whatsoever a man soweth, so 
shall he reap.” Indeed, at long last, 
America’s “chickens are coming 
home to roost.” 

Sadly, Muslims who came to this 
country seeking a better life are too 
invested in living off of the “fat of 
this land” to be able to stand back, 
condemn the evils being done in 
their name, and at the same time 
condemn the evils committed by 
America.

Muslims, Christians, Jews — all 
people — must understand: Mus-
lims are not the cause of America’s 
problem. Muslims are the answer 
to the problem.   WI
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The coaches would conclude 
that, “he got his bell rung.” They 
overlooked the possibility of se-
rious long-term harm. “Learn to 
endure pain,” was the mantra of 
one of my high school coaches.

When the pressure of the NFL 
Players Association (union) led 
into a class action lawsuit, the 
NFL finally caved in. More than 
5,000 current and former NFL 
players joined in the action. It 
was settled and players and vet-
erans are now being compensat-
ed. After years of denying it, the 
NFL finally admitted that there 
is truth in Omalu’s study. The 
sham was exposed when Dave 
Duerson, NFL Hall of Famer 
and an NFL executive which 
made him a corporate insider, 

committed suicide. On his night-
stand he left a letter which ex-
plained his deep depression and 
conclusion that something was 
wrong with him. He donated his 
brain for analysis.

The great Hall of Fame run-
ning back Tony Dorsett talks 
about his experience. Without 
warning he will lash out at fam-
ily members and get violent. He 
states, “When there is a family 
get together and I show up my 
two daughters gather their chil-
dren and leave.” He can’t stop 
these explosions and he is terribly 
depressed about it.

OK. So now we all believe that 
the problem exists. The NFL 
has created a process known as 
“Concussion Protocol”. No one 
disputes the problem. But yet, 
there appears to be no effort be-

ing made to solve the problem.
There must be a well-funded 

and organized effort to find a 
cure and to work harder to pre-
vent these injuries. The key to 
prevention lies in the football 
helmet. We must find a way to 
make it shockproof. The brain 
has no padding around it. Sud-
den shock makes it move around 
bouncing into the scull. The ac-
cumulation of such shock alters 
our mind. There are plenty of 
us walking around and may be 
in danger. Remember the effects 
don’t show until later. I pray that 
I don’t emulate others like Dor-
sett. Even worse, like my college 
buddy Webster. There were two 
other teammates of mine that 
went out in similar fashion.

Let’s find the road to preven-
tion. The sooner, the better.  WI

decency…[W]e will not tolerate 
illegal debt collection practices.” 

Here’s hoping that more de-
ceptive and illegal lending prac-
tices are brought to an end in 
2016. WI

Charlene Crowell is a commu-
nications manager with the Center 
for Responsible Lending. She can 
be reached at charlene.crowell@
responsiblelending.org. 

• Be banned from filing or 
threatening lawsuits without 
substantial and specific docu-
mentation on the affected con-
sumer’s debt; and

• Stop the use of deceptive 
court documents to support its 
cases. 

In addition, three of the 
law firm’s clients – JP Morgan 
Chase, Portfolio Recovery Asso-
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